“Jesus’ Authority”

Matthew 21:18-32

I. Introduction

II. The Withered Fig Tree

Mark 11:11-16, 19-21; Jer. 8:13; Hosea 9:10, 16; Matt. 3:10; 1 John 5:14

     A. The Story

     B. The Lesson

          1. Like the fig tree, Israel had no ______________
          2. Jesus was pronouncing _______________ on Israel

          3. Mountain-moving faith believes in God’s _____________

              and _______________ while seeking to do God’s ___________

III. Jesus’ Authority – Gen. 6:3; Hosea 4:17; Matt. 3:4-12; 1 John 1:9
     A. The question: “What is your _________________?”

     B. Jesus’ Reply
          1. What is the source of John’s ___________________________?

          2. When a person continues to reject God, God may choose to
                _______________________ Himself.
     C. The Parable of 2 Sons

          1. Claims to be religious don’t qualify one to enter the
             ________________________________.

          2. Even detestable sin, when repented of, will not keep one out of    

              God’s ____________________
IV. Conclusion – Matt. 7:15-23; Gal. 5:22-23; 1 Sam. 16:7
