“What’s in Your Heart?”

Matthew 13:1-23
I. Introduction – Matt. 5:13-16; 7:24-27
    A. A parable is a word _______________of an everyday 

        occurrence used to teach a particular idea or concept.

    B. Jesus’ parables are an earthly _________ with a heavenly meaning.
II. The Setting of the Parable – Matt. 12:46-50
    Jesus was in a ____________; the people were on _____________
III. The First Parable: There are different kinds of ____________
IV. The Reason for the Parables – Isa. 6:9-10; 1 Pet. 1:10-12
    A. Parables would give light to ________________ hearts
    B. Parables would do nothing for the unconcerned and ____________
V. Interpretation of the Parable: 4 heart attitudes toward God’s Word

John 3:18-19; 6:37; 2 Cor. 4:4; 1 John 2:19; Jam. 1:2-4; Matt. 6:19-21, 24;
1 John 2:15-17; Rom. 12:1-2; Gal. 5:22-23; Col. 1:10; Eph. 2:8-10; Psa. 1:3

    A. Hard hearts

        1. Such a person ________________ the Word of God
        2. They deliberately do not want to ______________
    B. Shallow hearts

        1. Feelings were affected, but hearts weren’t __________________
        2. When trials come, they abandon their superficial _____________
    C. Crowded hearts

        1. Hearts not committed totally or ___________________ to God
        2. God’s Gospel is choked out by ________________ of the world
    D. Fruitful hearts

        1. They have been transformed by the ___________________
        2. They will bear _____________ fruit
VI. Conclusion
1 Cor. 3:7; Acts 4:12; Rom. 10:9; Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:9; Isa. 55:11
