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I. Introduction


Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem for the last time—Luke 9:51 says, “As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.”  The suffering and death of Jesus Christ was not an accident or a miscalculation by Jesus about how upset the Pharisees were with Him.  Jesus’ suffering and death were planned by God ages before the leaders of Israel plotted His’ death; even Old Testament prophets had written about what was going to happen.  Jesus knew why He was on the earth; twice in the last month or so, He had told the disciples that He was going to be killed and then be raised on the 3rd day (Matthew 16:21; 17:22-23).  They didn’t really understand what Jesus meant, but they still knew that something was up.  In Mark’s record in Mark 10:32 it says, “They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were astonished, while those who followed were afraid.”  So, Jesus, once again, took the twelve aside and in no uncertain terms told them what was going to happen.  

 Even as He went to Jerusalem and His death, Jesus had concern for others—those He was leaving behind.  This concern is seen in the 3 different scenes Matthew recorded that happened on the road to Jerusalem.  First, was Jesus’ 3rd prediction.
II. Jesus’ Third Prediction 


Because they still didn’t understand, as they prepared to cross the Jordan into Judea and Jericho, Jesus called the twelve to Himself privately.  Once He again predicted His death but, unlike the other 2 times, this time Jesus was more specific.  He told them where it was going to happen: Jerusalem; He named the instigators: the chief priests and teachers of the law; and gave the method of death: crucifixion by the Gentiles.  
Jesus wasn’t trying to upset them or get them to look at Him with different or strange looks.  He wanted the disciples to know what was going to happen so that they wouldn’t be surprised or caught off guard.  Even in His grief and concern about the coming ordeal, Jesus was concerned about others and finished with encouragement for them.  He promised that “On the third day he will be raised to life!”
III. How to Be Great in the Kingdom

     A. James, John, and Mom


Neither Matthew nor Mark or Luke record that any of the disciples said anything about Jesus’ latest prediction.  In fact, Luke 18:34 says, “They did not know what he was talking about.”  Instead of pondering Jesus’ words, James and John and their mother, Salome, came to Jesus asking for a favor.  A couple days earlier in Matthew 19:28, Jesus had said, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”   From other verses, it seems that James and John were cousins of Jesus and their mother, Salome, was Jesus’ aunt and the sister of His mother, Mary.  So, as they approached Jerusalem, these three appear to be trying to take advantage of their relationship to Jesus.  “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.”  “We want to be #1 and #2.”

They were thinking of personal reward, personal success, and personal distinction—fulfilling all their ambitions.  Giving no thought to any personal sacrifice, they just wanted Jesus to ensure them a princely life.  They either didn’t hear, or they didn’t understand what He had been saying about death and flogging and crucifixion.  When Jesus asked, “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink.”  They were so sure of themselves that they self-confidently thought they could endure anything required of them.  So, they foolishly declared, “We are able.”  Little did they know that in just about a week, they, like the other disciples, would all flee for their lives when Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 26:56).  


As God, Jesus knew they would suffer greatly for the Lord’s cause.  So, I suspect that Jesus answered them with tenderness and compassion when He said, “You will drink from My cup.”  Acts 12:2 records that James was the first apostle to be martyred and his brother, John, would end his long life in a condemned exile of forced labor on the island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9).

There are also some positive thoughts in their question.  They had faith in Jesus.  Faith that He could answer their requests.  They had faith that they would reign with Jesus as He had said.  They were also loyal.  Although initially they ran away, but in the long run, they stuck with Jesus—even when things got difficult.  But since they wanted their will not God’s will, and they wanted their own way and not God’s, their request wasn’t fulfilled.  As Jesus’ brother, James, wrote later in James 4:3, “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”  
     B. The 10 remaining disciples  
It’s not surprising that James’ and John’s request caused resentment on the part of the other disciples—“they were indignant.”  Partly with James and John but also because they had not thought of it first.  This was not the first nor the last time the disciples were guilty of such selfishness—at the Last Supper Luke 22:24 says, “A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest.”
     C. A teaching moment — How to be great


But Jesus never lost patience with the disciples.  In spite of all He had said, here were men asking for special favors and others ready to fight with them.  But instead of getting angry, Jesus used this moment of “indignation” as a teaching moment.  It gave Jesus the opportunity to teach a practical lesson on leadership: “How to be great.”  


Jesus said that in the world, greatness is seen in those who control others.  The more people that are controlled, and the more that can be commanded, demonstrates the greatness of the one in charge.  In the secular world there was the Roman governor with all those under his control; there was the powerful local official with all of his slaves—the world counted them great.  Jesus said that the self-promoting, self-glorifying, self-serving ways of the world are the exact opposite of spiritual greatness or greatness in the Kingdom of heaven—“Not so with you.”  

In God’s kingdom, greatness does not consist in commanding others to do things; rather it consists in doing things for others; the greater the service, the greater the honor.  The way to the world’s greatness for people is through pleasing themselves and being served by men; the way to God’s greatness is through pleasing God and serving others in His name.  Jesus said, “Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant.”

The word “servant” is from the Greek word dia,konoj--the word from which we get deacon or diaconate.  A servant is the lowest level of hired help.  He has little training or skill.  Jesus used this word for those who want to be great in His kingdom because to serve as a servant one must be selfless, humble, and obedient, like a little child.  The surest mark of a true servant is willing sacrifice for the sake of others in the name of Jesus Christ.  Turn to Philippians 3:7-9. 

Jesus went on to say, “Whoever wants to be first must be your slave.”  The position and work of a slave was even lower and more demeaning than those of a servant.  A servant was a free person.  He could go where he wanted; he could work for whom he pleased.  But a slave did not belong to himself; he belonged to his master.  He could only go where the master wanted him to go and only do what the master wanted him to do.  He was the personal property of someone else and could be bought or sold.  Paul wrote in 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20, “You are not your own, you were bought at a price.”  Christians are the property of the Lord who bought them with His own precious blood.

The Christian who desires to be great and first in the kingdom is the one who is willing to serve in the hard place, the uncomfortable place, the lonely place, the place where he is not appreciated or maybe even persecuted.  One commentator wrote, “Knowing that time is short and eternity is long, he is willing to spend and be spent.  He is willing to work for excellence without becoming proud, to withstand criticism without becoming bitter, to be misjudged without becoming defensive, and to withstand suffering without succumbing to self-pity.”

The world judges greatness by the number of people a person controls or has at his beck and call; by the number of degrees after his or her name; by the number of committees a person is on; by the size of her bank account and material possessions.  God judges greatness by how many people a person has helped.

To know what it means to become a godly servant and slave, one just had to look at the Son of Man.  Turn to Philippians 2:6-8.  Even though He was God, Jesus didn’t come to be served but to serve.  Jesus is the supreme example of humility and servanthood.  1 Peter 2:21 says, “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.”
IV. The healing of the blind men


The last event Matthew recorded before Jesus entered Jerusalem was an example of being a servant and slave for God as He stopped to heal two blind men.  Jesus and His followers could see their goal—Jerusalem—but Jesus was never too busy to be compassionate, too much in a hurry to stop and help someone in need, too involved and caught up in His own problems that he was insensitive to the pain of others.  Here Jesus demonstrated what He had been talking about—service to others.  Jesus was on the most important mission of all—to save the world, but He stopped to become a servant to two blind, rejected beggars.


Hearing that “Jesus was going by, they shouted, ‘Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!’”  These men cried out in desperation—little did they know that this was going to be the last time Jesus would pass by this way.  He wasn’t coming back.  All they knew was that now was their chance and they shouted at the top of their lungs, not caring who else heard them as long as Jesus did.


They called Jesus “Lord”—a term of honor.  But they also called Him the “Son of David”— in spite of, or maybe because of, their blindness, they recognized that He was the promised One from God—He was the Messiah.  They didn’t demand that He heal them as He had healed others, they asked for mercy.  
Meanwhile, those in the crowd, who were better off then these men, thought only of themselves and their comfort and they tried to get them to be quiet.  But these 2 men were not discouraged, and they were not silenced.  Jesus had compassion on them and healed them.  He was the servant of even beggars.  And the response of the beggars—they “followed Jesus, praising God” (Luke 18:42).
V. Conclusion


Disciples of Jesus are to be just as goal-oriented as anyone in the world, but our ambition—our goals—must be linked to selfless service to God.  Turn to 1 Corinthians 9:19-27.  The Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20 challenges every Christian “To go and make disciples.”  Jesus willingly gave up what was rightfully His to give Himself as a servant and slave to others so that they could have eternal life.  Much as it is un-American, we must also become servants and slaves to God and others.

Being a servant—serving God—doesn’t necessarily mean you have to quit your job and go to some foreign country to be a missionary.  But it may mean that you will have to give up some of your “precious” time to serve God.  1 Peter 4:10 says, “Just as each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of the varied grace of God.”  If God sends you an opportunity to serve Him, then you must go.  It may be working in VBS or serving on a church board or working around church; it may be raising money by riding a bike or walking for an organization like ECFA or singing in the church choir but, if God calls you, you must go if you would be blessed.  If you do these things, you will share in His life and joy and one day reign with Him.  

Jesus really isn’t your Lord, unless you love Him supremely, surrender to Him completely, obey Him without reservation, and bring glory to Him.  

If Christ is not Lord of all, He’s not Lord at all.
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