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I. Introduction


By the time He finished His last 3 parables, Jesus had ruffled more than a few feathers.  He had called the chief priests and Pharisees and, for that matter, all of Israel fruitless—godless people.  He said that they had disobeyed God’s Word and were spiritually blind.  He declared that they were guilty of killing God’s prophets and soon would be guilty of killing God’s Son.  He said that because they were doing things their own way and not God’s way, there was going to be judgment and God was going to invite others to come and enjoy life with Him instead of them— “God’s chosen people.”  

No one likes to be humiliated—especially before people they’re trying to impress.  The religious leaders were no different.  Jesus had exposed their pride, their hypocrisy, their self-righteousness, and pronounced judgment on them.  But rather than repenting, these leaders became obsessed with destroying Jesus.  “The Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words.”  They hoped this would allow them to arrest Him or at least discredit Him before the crowds.  They chose some trick questions; questions that didn’t appear to have a “right” answer.  Questions of a nature like, “Do you still beat your wife?”

There was another reason for these questions, one that they didn’t realize.  If Jesus was going to die as the Lamb of God—as the Passover Lamb—according to the guidelines for Passover lambs in 
Exodus 12:3-6, it was necessary for the lamb—in this case, Jesus—to be examined.  If He had any blemish or fault, He would not be an acceptable sacrifice.  Jesus was examined publicly and minutely by His enemies, and they could find no fault in Him.  He was an acceptable sacrifice.  God was able to use the evil intentions of the Pharisees and Sadducees to accomplish good—as Joseph said in Gen. 50:20, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good.”  They began their interrogation with “Should we pay taxes to Rome?”
II. Question 1: A political question about taxes. 

     A. The question - Should we pay taxes to Rome?  In everyday life, the Pharisees and the Herodians were enemies.  The Pharisees were ultra-orthodox.  They felt that the payment of a tax to a foreign king was a violation of the divine right of God.  On the other hand, the Herodians consisted of those who supported Herod who owed his power to the Romans; so, they collaborated with the Romans as closely as possible.  They even helped in collecting the taxes.  There is a saying that goes something like: “The enemy of my enemy is my friend.”  This was the attitude of the Pharisees and the Herodians.  For the time being, their animosity was overlooked in their common hatred of Jesus and a common desire to get rid of Him.

With the Herodians supporting them, the disciples of the Pharisees, whom Luke described as spies in Luke 20:20, flattered Jesus by calling Him “Teacher” and praised Him as “a man of integrity” who isn’t “swayed by men.”  Then, assuming that Jesus would be off-guard because of their flattery, they sprang their question, “Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”  From their viewpoint, no matter which side Jesus took, He would create problems for Himself and His ministry.  If He opposed the tax, He would be in trouble with Rome.  If He approved the tax, He would be in trouble with the people.

     B. The answer  But Jesus saw through their scheme.  Since He knew the real purpose for their question, He could have refused to answer.  But Jesus knew that people around Him wouldn’t understand, so instead He used this question to teach an important spiritual truth.


In ancient days, coins were the sign of kingship.  As soon as a king came to the throne, he would mint his own coins—usually with his image on one side.  In Jesus’ day, the coin used to pay the poll-tax was the denarius and the denarius had Caesar’s image on it.  It belonged to Caesar.  So, with that coin in hand, Jesus answered, “Give back to Caesar what belongs to him and give back to God what belongs to God.”  In this short answer, Jesus taught a couple of principles. 

1. Christians must honor and obey rulers.  Christians are citizens of the country in which they happen to live.  They owe many things to their country of citizenship—turn to Romans 13:1-7.  Christians must respect their earthly rulers or elected leaders, obey the law, pay taxes, and, as 1 Timothy 2:1-2 says, “I urge, then, first of all that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority.”
2. Christians are to honor and obey God.  Caesar’s image was on the coin; God’s image is on man.  Genesis 1:26 says, “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness.’”  If the coin with Caesar’s image belongs to Caesar, then, since man bears the image of God, man owes God all he has.  Philippians 3:20 says “Our citizenship is in heaven.”  As bearers of God’s image, a Christian’s first allegiance is to God and His kingdom.  In Acts 5:29 Peter said, “We must obey God rather than men.”  When a Christian is convinced that something is in God’s will, it must be done.  If he is convinced that something is against the will of God, he must resist it and take no part in it.  The bottom line is this: a Christian must be both a good citizen of his country and a good citizen of the kingdom of heaven.

     C. The response:  Upon hearing Jesus’ answer, the disciples of the Pharisees “were amazed.  So, they left him and went away.”  They had nothing to say—they just left.
III. Question 2: A doctrinal question

     A. The question  The Herodians and the Pharisees had been defeated, but the Sadducees knew that they had the ultimate question.  Knowing that this would prove that Jesus was not qualified as a spiritual leader, they basically asked, “What about marriage after the resurrection?”  The Sadducees accepted only the first 5 books of the Old Testament—the books written by Moses as being the Word of God.  They did not believe in a spirit world or in the doctrine of the resurrection (Acts 23:8).  Until Jesus, no had been able to prove the doctrine of the resurrection from Moses’ writings.


The Sadducees’ hypothetical question was based on the Jewish law of “levirate marriage” from Deuteronomy 25:5-10.  “Levirate marriage” was the custom that if a man died childless, his brother was under obligation to marry his brother’s widow and to have children for him; such children were legally regarded as the first man’s children.  The purpose of this custom was to preserve a man’s name should he die without a male heir.  The disbelief of the Sadducees regarding the resurrection was based on the fact that no woman could have seven husbands in the future life.
     B. The answer  The Sadducees probably expected Jesus to say nothing and walk away in humiliation and disgrace, but Jesus answered and immediately put them back on the defense, “’You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.”  They didn’t really know God’s Word at all.  There will be no need for marriage in heaven.  There will be no need for marriage because there will be no death.  There will be no need to bear children to replace those who die.  Jesus said that in heaven Christians will be “like the angels.”   Like the angels, those in heaven will not be married or bear children—they will be perfectly able to relate to everyone; they will love everyone without limit or jealousy or possessiveness.  We will love just like God loves us now.

But Jesus didn’t stop there.  Referring to Moses He wanted to show the Sadducees their mistake regarding life after death.  Turn to Exodus 3:1-6.  If Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were no more, God would have used the word “was”—"I was the God of Abraham”—but He didn’t.  By saying “I am,” God made it clear that these 3 men were alive while He was speaking to Moses.  And by saying “the God of,” He was saying that He knew them and loved them each personally and individually.    

     C. The response  Verse 34 says that instead of silencing Jesus, “Jesus had silenced the Sadducees.” “The crowds were astonished at his teaching.” 
IV. Question 3: An ethical question

     A. The question  The Pharisees decided to have another “go” at Jesus.  This time the man they sent was a lawyer—someone well versed in the Scriptures—and, unlike what the NIV seems to imply, he seemed to ask the question in sincerity and with a humble attitude.  His question was one which had been debated for years, “Which is the greatest commandment?”  Once again, how Jesus would answer was important.  Since Moses was God’s great lawgiver, if Jesus contradicted Moses, then He would contradict God and then He would be guilty of heresy.  The people would then turn against Him.
     B. The answer  The Pharisees were seeking a ranking of their 613 laws.  The problem with that one only needed to break one law to be guilty before God—all the laws were equally important.  There aren’t grey sins and black sins; minor and major sins—James 2:10 says, “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.”  Jesus answered them by quoting the Shema turn to Deuteronomy 6:4-9.  This statement of faith was recited daily by every orthodox Jew.  Jesus said that the greatest commandment is to love God with all that one has— “with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”  That is with all your heart, soul, mind, strength, possessions, and service.  To love God is not to “have good feelings about Him,”—true love, agape love involves the will as well as the heart.  Love of God is a total commitment or sacrifice of one’s life to God.

But Jesus didn’t stop there; love for God cannot be separated from love for one’s neighbor; so, Jesus quoted from Leviticus 19:18, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  He said, “All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  Actually, love of God and love of man is just one commandment.  Turn to 1 John 4:7-12, 19-21, “Whoever loves God must also love his brother.”
     C. The Response:  In Mark 12:32 “The man replied, ‘Well said, teacher, you are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him.”  And in verse 34 Jesus “said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’”  The man was almost persuaded, and everyone was afraid to ask any more questions. 

V. Question 4: a personal question
     A. The question The questions the leaders asked were important questions and had important answers, but they hadn’t asked the most important question—so Jesus asked it of them: “Whose son is the Messiah?”
     B. The answer They all knew the answer, even those welcoming Jesus to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday knew the answer, “The Messiah is the Son of David.”  But, although they could quote verses to back this up (2 Samuel 7:12-13; Psalm 18:68-72; Micah 5:2), they hadn’t gone far enough.

     C. Jesus’ Response: Jesus’ response was to quote Psalm 110:1, a chapter accepted as being Messianic.  Turn to Psalm 110:1-2.  Because the first “Lord” is in upper case letters, it stands for Jehovah—God the Father; the second “Lord” is the Messiah.  In other words, David called the Messiah, Lord.  So, Jesus asked, “If the Messiah is David’s Son, then how could the Messiah also be David’s Lord?”  A king would never call his son “Lord.”

There was only one answer to this question—the Messiah is more than the Pharisees had understood Him to be.  Psalm 110:1 teaches both the deity and the humanity of the Messiah.  The Messiah is David’s Lord and He is David’s Son.  As God, the Messiah is David’s Lord; as man, He is David’s Son.  

     D. The Response:  Instead of falling at Jesus feet and saying as Peter did in Matthew 16:16, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Matthew wrote, “No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more questions.”
VI. Conclusion
There are people who claim the Bible is out of date, it doesn’t apply to today.  Most of them haven’t read this Book.  Jesus never laid down rules or regulations, He always laid down principles.  Teachings that are timeless and don’t go out of date.  In today’s Scripture there is one major principle: Christians must agape God, i.e., they must love Him sacrificially.  
If you truly love God, the standards and principles in these answers will be seen in your life.  You will honor and obey those in authority over you.  You will honor and obey God.  Unlike the Jewish leadership, you will study God’s Word completely and not pick and choose those parts that you find agreeable.  If you truly love God with all of your heart and soul and mind, your entire person will be focused on giving yourself to Him.  Romans 12:1 says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship.”  Then, as 1 John 4:21 says, “Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.”

These are hard things and without the power of the Holy Spirit they are impossible.  But in 
Matt. 28: 20 Jesus said, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  He will give you strength and wisdom to carry out His will—all you have to do is ask.  James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”  Paul’s words in Philippians 3:14 should be our words, “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”   In John 21:15 Jesus asked Peter a question, “Do you agape/love Me?”  He asks you the same question—what’s your answer?
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