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Matthew 21:33 - 22:14

I. Introduction


Sometimes Jesus’ parables are difficult to figure out—both for those who heard them the first time and often for us 2000 years later.  Sometimes even the disciples had difficulties, i.e., Matthew 13:36 says, “Then he left the crowd and went into the house.  His disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.’”  But today’s parables are crystal clear.  Jesus told these 2 parables along with the one we looked at last week because the chief priests and elders had demanded to know in 
Matthew 21:23, “By what authority are you doing these things?  And who gave you this authority?”  As those responsible for the spiritual life of the nation, they had the right to ask.  But in spite of what they had seen in Jesus’ teachings and miracles over the last 3 years, they chose not to accept Him for who He claimed to be.  They willfully refused to face the facts and hardened their hearts against Jesus.  


Time was short.  There were only 2 more days before Jesus was going to be arrested and crucified.  There wasn’t time to beat around the bush anymore.  If the leadership was going to change, they needed to see themselves as God saw them.  As Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 6:2, “Now is the accepted time.”  Jesus always called sin sin; He never tried to sugar-coat it and He didn’t here either.  It was obvious to everyone listening that Jesus was addressing the Pharisees.  Jesus was trying to break through the walls they had built up around themselves.  
II. The Parable of the Tenants

     A. The Story  Jesus’ “Parable of the Tenants” is also found in Mark 12:1-12 and Luke 20:9-19.  It is also similar to one found in Isaiah.  Turn to Isaiah 5:1-7.  Since the Pharisees were learned men, they would have studied the Book of Isaiah—they knew these verses.  The first part of verse 7 – “The vineyard of the Lord Almighty is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are the garden of his delight” – was even part of a hymn that was sung in the synagogue.  As Jesus began His parable, I suspect that some of the Pharisees may have been afraid of what their Tormentor was going to say now.
Like all of Jesus’ parables, this one involved a commonplace occurrence.   A wealthy man bought some land and developed it into a vineyard.  He put a wall around it to keep out animals and thieves.  He made a winepress and even built a tower which could be used as a lookout post for thieves, a storage place for seed and tools, and even a shelter for the workers.  The owner took great care in developing the vineyard.  “Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey.”
Several months—perhaps years later—after the vineyard finally started to produce, the owner sent servants to collect his rent.  But instead of paying the bill, “the tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third.”  Instead of responding in kind, the very patient owner sent other servants and they were treated the same vicious way.

After all this brutality, the owner “sent his son to them.  ‘They will respect my son,’ he said.”  But they didn’t.  They assumed that if the son were dead, they would be able to take the land, too.  So, they took him outside the vineyard and killed him--(just like what the Jewish leaders were going to do with Jesus—as  Hebrews 13:12 says, “So Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood.”)
     B. The Conclusion

In spite of their animosity and hesitancy, the Jewish leaders and the bystanders got caught up in the story.  So, when Jesus came to the conclusion, they were ready to pass judgment on the heartless, evil tenants.  They knew what should be done.  They were ready with the answer when Jesus asked for it.  “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”
Quoting Psalm 118:22-23, the same Psalm shouted by cheering crowd when He entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, Jesus explained that He was the Son and He was the Cornerstone who was being rejected by them.  In his sermon before the Sanhedrin Peter used the same verse.  Turn to Acts 4:8-12.  As Jesus said, and Peter reiterated in Acts, the religious leaders were the tenants and the builders.  They were the workers in the kingdom of God who by their own statement deserved a horrible death for killing God’s servants—the prophets—and then rejecting and killing His Son.
Jesus made it clear that the Jewish leaders who rejected Him were without excuse.  Like the evil tenants, they knew He was God’s Son but refused to accept and honor Him.  This was the authority for doing what He did—He was the Son of God.  The Pharisees wanted Him dead not because He was evil and ungodly, but because He threatened their evil and ungodly control of the Temple and the entire fabricated Jewish religious system.

Because of their unbelief and lack of godly fruit, Jesus said, “that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.”  The leaders and all of Israel were like the fig tree which was barren—they were without godly fruit.  Because of their willful barrenness they were cursed, just like the fig tree.  God had chosen another people, Romans 9:25-26 says, “I will call them 'my people' who are not my people; and I will call her 'my loved one' who is not my loved one," and, "It will happen that in the very place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' they will be called 'sons of the living God.'"  Now, Romans 11:25 says, “until the full number of the Gentiles have come in,” believing Gentiles and Jews—Christians—are God’s chosen people.  Turn to 1 Peter 2:9-10.  Now the church must bear the fruit of the kingdom of God.  
Needless to say, “When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus' parables, they knew he was talking about them.  They wanted to arrest him, but they were afraid of the people because the people believed that Jesus was a prophet.”  It’s really kind of sad—the religious leaders weren’t afraid of God, but they were afraid of the people!
III. The Parable of the Wedding Banquet

Jesus then told another parable.  To make sure they understand it from the beginning, Jesus told them that this parable illustrated the kingdom of heaven.  He painted 4 different scenes regarding a king who had prepared a wedding feast for his son.  
     A. The 4 Scenes

1. Invited Guests  The first scene is about a set of invited guests who, as was customary at that time, had been invited earlier and already knew they were expected to attend the wedding feast.  When they received the actual call and refused to come, their response was as shocking as the wicked tenants in the previous parable.  The king’s response was as amazing as the landowner’s had been.  Rather than seeking immediate retribution, the king sent other servants to plead with them to come.  

Some of the guests remained indifferent—”they paid no attention at all.”  Others were so preoccupied with their own interests that they couldn’t be bothered with the king’s invitation.  Finally, there was a third group that was offended by the king’s persistence.  In a demonstration of their violent arrogance towards the king himself, “they seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.”

Since Jesus had already said that the parable was about the kingdom of heaven, the interpretation was obvious to anyone who was only half listening.  The king obviously was God, and the invited guests were God’s chosen people, Israel—in Amos 3:2 God said, You only have I chosen of all the families of the earth.” Since the message was regarding the King’s Son, who was Jesus, the servants would represent the disciples and New Testament preachers as well as the prophets.  It’s as if God was saying to Israel, His already-invited guests, much as He had at Jesus’ baptism, “Here is My Son; come and give Him honor.”  But the Israelites refused to come.  Some were too preoccupied with their daily living that they had no interest in spiritual things.  Others were too busy to be concerned about things of God—they were in charge of their own destinies anyway.  Others were out and out hostile to God—like the Pharisees who had their own religion or the atheists of today who hate God—and would kill the Son—Jesus.
 
2. Rejecters punished  The 2nd scene was one of punishment.  God is a patient God and He doesn’t want anyone to perish, but there is a limit to His patience.  As we read from Genesis 6:3 last week, in Noah’s day just before the flood the Lord said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever.”  So, after repeatedly being rejected, the king punished those who rejected His request.  They had had their chance, but they refused his offer.  “He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.”  In terms of Israel, this is just what happened in AD 70 when the Roman general Titus conquered Jerusalem—killing over a million Jews and destroying the city itself.

3. New Guest invited  The third scene was pictures new guests, Gentiles, who were invited to replace those who refused the king.  Just as Jesus told His followers to “go make disciples of all nations,” the king sent his servants out into the streets to invite anyone they could find—both good and evil.  The morally good and the morally evil are equally unworthy to come to the king’s feast.  As Paul wrote in Romans 3:23, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  But regardless of one’s background, if one has faith in God’s gift of Jesus’ death and life for them, they will be saved.  1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  Such people will be sanctified and covered by Christ’s righteousness.  As 2 Cor. 2:21 says, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”  Rom. 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jeus our Lord.”  Revelation 3:5 says, “He who overcomes will be dressed in white.”  These are the ones who will be God’s dinner guests in the kingdom of heaven.

4. The intruder  The 4th scene focused on an intruder—a gate crasher—at the wedding feast.  All the other guests were properly dressed—they had received their garments from the king.  The intruder was incorrectly dressed.  When asked to explain his actions, he had no answer—“the man was speechless.”  He was unable to offer any excuse.  He had defied the king and had declined to wear the proper clothing.  He was going to do things his own way.  He was proud and self-willed, and insulting to the king.  For that reason, he was thrown “into the darkness, where there will weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  Anyone who insults God’s gracious offer of the kingdom of heaven by arrogantly expecting to be welcomed without honoring the Son will receive the same judgment.     
     B. Conclusion  When He concluded, Jesus didn’t ask the Jewish leaders to comment on this parable as He had with the others.  They had already condemned themselves in the first two; plus, they probably wouldn’t have answered Him if He had asked.  So, the Lord closed with the simple but sobering statement, “many are invited but few are chosen.”  The gospel message is given to everyone, 2 Peter 3:9 says, “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish.”.  But few of those who hear the call are willing to accept it and to be among the chosen.  
IV. Application

2000 years have come and gone; things haven’t changed.  Like the Pharisees and the leaders of Israel, many people today refuse to receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior not because of lack of evidence but because they refuse to believe the evidence.  They do not believe simply because they do not want to believe.  As Abraham told the rich man in Luke 16:31, “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.”
Not everyone wants God, and, for that matter, many who claim to want Him do not want Him on His terms.  Rather than hearing Peter in Acts 4:12 say, “There is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved,” they, like the Pharisees, make up their own rules for earning their own righteousness.  These are the ones Jesus talked about in the Sermon of the Mount—turn to Matthew 7:21-23.  Those who are saved enter God’s kingdom because of their willing acceptance of God’s grace and gift of eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ.  Those who are lost are excluded from the kingdom because of their willing rejection of that same grace and gift.  John 3:36 says, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him.”

But there is also a warning for those who serve the King.  “They seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.”  Jesus warned in John 15:20, “Remember what I told you: 'A servant is not greater than his master.'  If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.”  1 Peter 4:16 adds, “If you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.”  Don’t be surprised when persecution comes.  With that in mind, Hebrews 12:3-4 says, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider him who endured opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”    When you stand before Christ, will you be able to echo Paul’s words from 
2 Timothy 4:7, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”?
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