“Don’t Give Up”
May 7, 2023
Matthew 13:24-43

I. Introduction


Last week we considered the first of the eight parables in Mathew 13.  In that parable Jesus explained the four kinds of responses—three negative and one positive—that people would make to the Gospel during the period between His first and second comings, called the church age.  Knowing that there was only about a year before His crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus had to prepare His disciples for the task ahead so that when He left them, they would be ready to continue spreading the Gospel and growing the Christian community—the kingdom of heaven.  These parables were a preview of this kingdom, its growth in the world, and the resistance of the devil who, as 2 Corinthians 11:14 says, “masquerades as an angel of light.”  As we saw last week, Jesus used parables so that those who came with searching hearts could learn and those who came with unrepentant hearts—those who “knew better”—would be left in the dark.  First, He gave …
II. The Parable of the Wheat and Weeds

     A. The story  Like the Parable of the Sower, Jesus first told the story and then, later, explained it to His disciples.  In Greek, the word Jesus used, which the NIV translates as “weeds,” stood for a particular kind of weed.  As some of your Bibles may translate it, it is called a tare.  A tare plant has a stalk and leaves that so resemble wheat that it is impossible to distinguish the two until the seeds (or the fruit, if you please) are produced.  As compared to the golden color of ripened wheat, the grain of the tare is a slate-grey color and is slightly poisonous.  For this reason, the grains of tare must be removed before any wheat can be eaten.  This could only be done at harvest time.  Sometimes the reapers would do it; if not, after harvesting, the grains would have to be separated by hand.  The tares would be burned, and the wheat stored for the future.


The picture of a man deliberately sowing tares in someone else’s field wasn’t made up.  It was a common enough activity between competitors or enemies that the Romans made it a crime and had a punishment for doing so.
     B. The Interpretation  Since this parable was more involved than most parables; later, when they got away from everyone, the disciples asked Jesus to explain it to them.  But before he recorded the explanation, Matthew once again wrote that Jesus’ speaking in parables wasn’t just something that happened, it had been prophesied hundreds of years earlier.  Matthew quoted Psalm 78:2 which was written by Asap, who was a prophet and, according to 2 Chronicles 29:30, a seer, as well as a psalmist.  These “things hidden since the creation of the world” were the mysteries or secrets of the kingdom of heaven which Jesus had been preaching and was now explaining by using parables.  These were things that the Pharisees and those like them just couldn’t understand or accept.  Although they didn’t totally understand the parable, the fact that the disciples call it the “Parable of the Weeds or Tares” shows that they realized that the major emphasis was on the tares and not on the wheat.


Jesus explained that this time “the one who sowed good seed is the Son of God”—Himself.  Unlike the earlier parable where the field stood for human hearts, this time “the field is the world.”  “The good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom of heaven”—for true believers.  “The tares or weeds are the sons of the evil one;” the sons of the kingdom of Satan.  All human beings are either spiritual children of God and “sons of the kingdom” through faith in Jesus Christ or they are spiritual “sons of the evil one.”  Jesus said earlier in Matthew 12:30, “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.”  

This parable was a picture of the kingdom of heaven or Christians in the world.  Christ is sowing them in various places so that they might bear fruit and witness in a variety of locations.  But the devil is also sowing his sons; counterfeit Christians in the midst of true believers.   The wording in the parable in verse 25 implies that the sowing of the tares is a thorough job—not just a few here and there.  Throughout history, the tares have outnumbered the wheat by large amounts.

The harvest represents God’s judgment at “the end of the age;” the final judgment—the Great White throne seen in Revelation 21:11-15.  The harvesters, who are God’s angels, will execute God’s judgment on unbelievers.  Just as the human reapers in the parable separated out the tares, which were then gathered up and burned with fire while the wheat was stored in safe places, the angels will separate out the unsaved and send them to destruction.  2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 describe it this way: “He, i.e., God will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power.”  This everlasting destruction where there “will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” will be in the fires of hell which as Jesus said in Mark 9:44 “never go out” or as He said in Matthew 25:41 hell “is eternal fire.” 

But Jesus’ last words of explanation were positive and hopeful for the children of God, “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.”  When the Son of Man returns with His angels, they will not only harvest the wicked for eternal punishment but also the righteous for eternal blessing.  Matthew 24:31 says, “And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.”  Following the harvest will come the long-anticipated and long-postponed kingdom of righteousness in which there will be no evil people, no evil deeds, or even evil thoughts.  This is the fulfilled, eternal kingdom of our heavenly Father where, as 
Daniel 12:3 says, “Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.”

III. Parables about Influence


After hearing the parable of the sower and the parable of the weeds, the disciples must have wondered how members of the kingdom of heaven could survive if so many people reject Christ and then were allowed to stay on the earth as a contaminating influence in the kingdom of heaven.  So, Jesus gave 2 simple parables about the influence of the kingdom of heaven to show that, with His power, a small group of hesitant, uneducated believers could grow and prosper in spite of Satan’s opposition and would ultimately fill and influence the whole world in Jesus’ name.  Jesus began with the Parable of the Mustard Seed.
     A. The Parable of the Mustard Seed


In the Middle East, the mustard seed symbolized something small and insignificant.  But when it grew, it produced a large plant in which birds can sit and rest.  The disciples didn’t need to have this parable explained.  They understood Jesus’ point: the kingdom of heaven, though now very small and quite insignificant would one day grow into a large body of believers with material possessions and influence in the world.  The 2nd parable, the parable of the yeast, was also about influence.
     B. The Parable of the Yeast


In Jewish thought yeast (or leaven) is almost always equated with evil and sin (Matt. 16:6; 
1 Cor. 5:6-8; Gal. 5:9).   The bread at Passover (and Communion) was made without yeast to represent sinlessness.  So, perhaps in this second parable, Jesus compared the kingdom of heaven to yeast to shock His listeners and arouse interest and grab their attention with this unusual and unexpected illustration.


The first point of this parable was that just like a small piece of leavened dough or yeast can permeate a large piece of unleavened dough to make it rise, small things can have great influence.  The power of the kingdom of heaven is great—greater than its initial size and appearance would suggest.  A small part of the kingdom of heaven that is placed in the world is sure to have influence, because it contains the power of God’s own Spirit.  From the small beginning of Jesus and 12 disciples, look at how the influence of Christianity has spread throughout the world.  

A second point is that the positive influence of the Christian comes from being within a group or society.  Jesus said that the yeast is “worked all through the dough” to have an effect.  In John 17:14-16 Jesus said that Christians are “not to be of the world,” but they are to be in the world.  This is the only way the gospel can reach and affect the world.  As Mark 16:15 says, the purpose of the church is to “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”


It is the teachings of Scripture—God’s Word—and the influence of Christians that has gotten rid of slavery in much of the world, has given dignity and equality to women, has changed how children are used and treated.  The lives of the weak, the ill and the elderly have been transformed.  Before Christianity, they were considered useless and left to die but with the influence of Christianity things changed.  Turn to 
1 Timothy 5:1-2.  In other words, treat the elderly with respect.  The first home for the blind was founded by a Christian monk.   One of the first public hospitals was established by a Christian woman in Rome in 
300 A.D.  For that matter, consider the many hospitals and even homes for the elderly we have right here in Milwaukee—many are Christian based: St. Luke’s, St. Francis, the Lutheran Home, the Congregational home, VMP which is Methodist based.  When the kingdom of heaven is reflected in the lives of believers, their positive influence will permeate the world.  The life of Christ within believers is spiritual and moral leavening in the world.  It is the power of God’s kingdom within a believer that makes his witness effective.
IV. Conclusion

In the Parable of the Weeds or Tares, Jesus was reminding His children that we are in the world to “make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19-20) but this isn’t going to be an easy task.  The world is full of tares, “children of the evil one” who like the Pharisees and others of Jesus’ time will oppose God’s Word.  Jesus said in John 15:20, “Remember what I told you: 'A servant is not greater than his master.’  If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.  If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.”  Christians need to remember that we are actually in a war for people’s souls—turn to Ephesians 6:10-13.  
We are to be in the world but not of the world—wheat not tares; something good not poisonous.  As Christians we are to be different, our God is not the god of this world.  Our God is the Creator of the Universe.  As Psalm 1:1-3 says, “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.  He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers.”  Our witness and our fruit must be good and seen by those around us.  The church—true believers—must be active—we must sow, and we must bear fruit. 
Jesus was also teaching that we shouldn’t be discouraged by size, we may be small in stature or ability, but He can use each one of us.  We just have to let Him use us in His way and in His time.  The group of disciples started out small and look at what came from them.  Like the disciples, we may not be the greatest speakers or persuaders, we may not be rich or famous, but, if we allow the Holy Spirit to fill us and use us, we will be able to affect many.  We may not see an immediate effect, but God’s kingdom won’t fail.  Turn to Isaiah 55:10-11.  Don’t give up—God’s Word—the Gospel will prosper and grow.  
Communion Devotion - May, 2023
1 Corinthians 11:23-31

Jesus said that Communion is a time to remember what He did for those gathered around the table.  If you have accepted God’s gift of eternal life by making Jesus your Lord and Savior, this is a time to celebrate and give thanks as you remember the eternal life you have because of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  If this is a decision you have made, then whether or not you are a member of TBC, we invite you to join us in this time of remembrance of God’s love and the celebration of your eternal life.  

       
As we’ve seen the last several weeks, Jesus used pictures—parables—to make a spiritual point visible.  In that sense, the elements of communion are a parable.  This piece of matzos is a symbol of Jesus’ body that was broken for you and me.  The holes remind us of the nails and the thorns and the spear that pierced His side.   The stripes remind us of the beatings Jesus received as the Lamb of God who died for us.  The lack of leaven reminds us that as 1 John 3:5 says, “In Him was found no sin.”   The broken pieces of matzos in the trays remind us that Jesus was broken for us—He allowed the world—the soldiers—to nail Him to the cross.

       
Initially, the juice reminded the disciples of the blood that the Jews in Egypt put on their doorposts so that the angel of death would pass over.  Blood that saved them from death.  Today, it reminds us of the blood of the Lamb of God that was shed for us—the blood that flowed from the beatings He received; from the crown of thorns they placed on His head; from the spear that pierced His side.  Blood that had to be shed for the forgiveness of sin.  Blood that saves each one of us from an eternal death—an eternity in hell.  

       
As well as remembering what Jesus did for us, Scripture also reminds us to examine ourselves before we eat “of the bread and drink of the cup.”  So, as the elements are being passed, take time to look at your heart.  Are you truly a son of God or are you just going through the motions?  What does the fruit of your life say about your heart?  Confess any sin that has crept into your life and then join in thanksgiving as we celebrate God’s mercy, grace, and love for us.
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