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I. Introduction


Aside for the trips to Jerusalem to celebrate the various festivals, Jesus spent most of the first 2 years of His ministry in Galilee.  Some had believed in Him, but the majority of people had rejected Him.  It is true that after all the miracles He had done, the crowds were ready to make Him—even force Him—to be their Messiah.  For example, after He feed the 5000, John 6:15 says they “intended to come and make Him king by force.”  The problem was they wanted the wrong kind of Messiah.  Then there was Herod Antipas—the king.  He wanted to kill Jesus since he thought Jesus was John the Baptist come back from the dead.  And, finally, there was the hatred of the scribes and Pharisees.  Matthew wrote in Matthew 12:14 that Jesus had so upset them that the “Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus.”  Then after His last encounter with them in the first part of chapter 15, their anger and hatred were about to explode.  

Because of this rejection and animosity, Jesus needed time for physical rest for Himself and a time to be alone with the twelve.  This wasn’t going to happen anywhere around the Sea of Galilee.  So, “Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon,” which was about 40 miles from Capernaum and beyond the jurisdiction of Herod and the Jewish religious leaders.  This was the land of the Gentiles, and no Jew would be likely to follow Him there.  In today’s Scripture we see Jesus’ short Mission to the Gentiles.  First, in His Mission to a Gentile Woman we see a great faith and an example of how to come to God.
II. Mission to a Gentile Woman


Since it was summer, Jesus and His disciples probably spent the majority of time in the cool hills along the Mediterranean Sea.  Here they escaped the summer heat of Galilee as well as pressure from the Jews.  Knowing that time was short, Jesus must have used the time to review with His disciples all they had seen and done.  But eventually they had to go into town.  Turn to Mark’s account—turn to Mark 7:24-31.  In His omniscience, i.e., knowing everything, Jesus was not surprised at being discovered.  It was time to continue the disciples’ education.  


The gospel came through the Jews and came first to the Jews, but it was never supposed to be only for them.  In Romans 1:16 Paul wrote that the Gospel “is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”  When Jesus gave the Great Commission in Matt. 28:19-20, He said e said Hto “make disciples of all nations.”  Jesus had taught and now would show the disciples in this mission to the Gentiles that salvation was not exclusively for the Jews.


 Jesus’ encounter with the Canaanite woman is a story of a faith which Jesus called “Great.”  Her faith wasn’t great because it was stronger or more sincere or more mature than the faith of many Jews who believed in Christ; it was great because it was based on so little evidence.  She hadn’t spent 2 years walking with the Master; she hadn’t even been brought up in Israel to know about God’s Word or anything to do with the Messiah.  Because she believed so strongly in spite of the little she knew, Jesus called her faith great.   Great faith does not imply a large amount of faith but rather an immoveable, steadfastness in trusting God against all odds and circumstances.  In her story, she demonstrated how one must come to God. 

     A. First, she came asking for mercy.  The Jews expected the Messiah to belong to them and they expected Him to serve, heal and liberate them and them only.  By comparison, the Canaanite woman knew she didn’t deserve Jesus’ help.  She was a Gentile, a woman, and probably an idol worshipper.  Her only hope was in Jesus’ mercy.   By definition, the person who asks for mercy asks for something undeserved.  She didn’t come demanding but pleading.  She didn’t ask for Jesus’ help based on her goodness but on the basis of His goodness and His love as she cried out,  “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
     B. She came with persistence.  Great faith does not give up; it isn’t easily discouraged by obstacles, setbacks, or disappointments.  Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:7 that obstacles “have come so that your faith-- of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire-- may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  The woman’s situation was like Abraham’s test to offer his son, Isaac, on an altar in Genesis 22 or Jacob wrestling with God in the form of an angel in Gen. 32.  Their experiences, as well as the woman’s, were to prove the strength of their faith to themselves and to others and to bring glory to God.


Sometimes the hardest response to accept is no response at all, and that is what this woman received from Jesus—no response.  The disciples apparently took this as Jesus’ way of rebuffing the woman’s request.  As she continued to plead with Jesus and He continued to ignore her, His disciples became more and more upset with the woman and perhaps puzzled by Jesus.  Eventually, they couldn’t take any more so they “urged him saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.’”  In spite of Jesus’ lack of response, the woman hadn’t given up in hopelessness or anger.  Her love for her daughter and her hope in Jesus was all she had.  By her actions, she was saying in effect what Peter had said in John 6:68, “Lord, to whom shall we go?”  Jesus was her only hope; so, she persisted.
     C. She came with humility.  She didn’t demand her rights or argue, instead she threw herself at Jesus’ feet and pleaded with even greater despair, “Lord, help me!”  She humbled herself before Him.


Jesus maintained His commitment to His mission to Israel as He said, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.”  Although the word for dogs that Jesus used here referred to household pets and not to the mangy, vicious dogs that ran wild in the countryside, this could still be a very uncomplimentary term.   But since God is love, I don’t think that this was as offensive as it could have been.  Sometimes it’s not what a person says but how they say it.  

That’s why the woman picked up on Jesus’ own illustration and said, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table."  She wasn’t offended.  She knew she was sinful and unworthy of anything He had to offer.  She was willing to admit that she was less deserving than the Jews.  She demonstrated a complete absence of the pride, the self-reliance, and the self-righteousness that characterized so many of the Jews.  She came to Jesus in humility.  She was willing to settle for the crumbs.  She had faith that even a tiny leftover of Jesus’ power could heal her daughter and that was all she asked.  Like Jacob she wouldn’t let go until Jesus blessed her.  Turn to Jeremiah 29:11-13.  She sought Jesus with all her heart, and He found her.  Turn to Mathew 7:7-8—she kept asking until she received, she kept seeking until she found, and she kept knocking until it was opened to her.  Her daughter was healed because of her mother’s great faith in Jesus.
III. On to the Gentiles in the Decapolis

Jesus’ mission to the Gentiles didn’t stop there.  Mark 7:31 says, “Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis.”  The Decapolis was an area on the southeastern side of the Sea of Galilee which consisted of 10 Greek city-states which were under Roman rule.  It was here “in the region of the Gadarenes” that Jesus had healed the two demon-possessed men recorded in Matthew 8:28-34.  Through the witness of these two men and from those who had heard about Jesus, Jesus’ power was already known so, “Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others and laid them at his feet; and he healed them.”  
     A. Jesus healed Gentiles.  Lamentations 3:22 says, “Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.”  John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world.”  Although Jesus came primarily for the Jews, He was also touched by the plight of the sick and suffering Gentiles and their faith in Him.  He also needed to teach and show His disciples that He had come for the whole world.  

Since He had gone up into the mountains, it must have taken several days for “the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others” to reach him.  He spent 3 days healing them—this even included the crippled—those who had lost a foot or a hand.  None of the gospel writers gave the details of the healing just that “He healed them.”  Even though some of them had probably seen Jesus heal before, “the people were amazed.”  As Gentiles, they may not have been fully aware of who Jesus was, but they knew He was a Jew and that He served the God of Israel, so “they praised the God of Israel.”
     B. Jesus fed over 4000 Gentiles.  Including the time to get to Jesus as well as the days spent healing, more than three days had gone by for many of them.  They would have eaten everything they had brought with them when they had set out to find Jesus.  To send them home would have meant some would collapse on the way due to hunger.  This was unacceptable—Jesus wanted to send them home full instead.


In the earlier miracle, when Jesus fed the 5000, He had commanded that the multitude “sit down on the grass.” (Matt. 14:19).  Now “He told the crowd to sit down on the ground, i.e., dirt.”  In that part of Palestine, the grass lasts only from early spring until early summer and then most of it withers from the heat.  For this reason, the time between the 2 miraculous feedings was only a couple of months.  Perhaps the disciples weren’t quite as blind as some think and their reply was a tongue-in-check answer.  When they said, “Where could we get enough bread in this remote place to feed such a crowd?” perhaps they were implying that since this crowd was large and in a remote location (like last time), the only solution was another creation of food.  This time they were ready with the “7 loaves and a few small fish.”  When Jesus created the food, He could have made it appear before each person, but He wanted to teach His disciples again that they had a part in reaching the lost which included the Gentiles as well as the Jews.  So, Jesus had them distribute and collect the food.

The seven baskets mentioned here are a different type of basket than the twelve baskets used in feeding the 5000.  The type of basket that was used at the previous feeding was a small container used to carry food for one or two meals by an individual when traveling.  The baskets used at the Decapolis feeding, however, were quite large.  They could hold a grown man.  These 7 baskets held considerably more food than the 12 small baskets used earlier.  Perhaps the leftovers were shared with the people as they left so that they had enough food to eat until they got home.  “They all ate and were satisfied.”
IV. Conclusion


Turn to Psalms 22:1-2.  Like the Canaanite woman or King David in Psa. 22, we may all experience times when we pray to God, and we don’t get an answer.  There are several reasons why this may happen.  In Psalm 66:18 the psalmist wrote, “If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.”  If sin has come between you and God so that God is silent, then before anything else, you must clean house, i.e., your heart, and get rid of the sin.  1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  It’s up to you.

If you are a child of God and if there is no sin between you and God, then the silence may be the same silence experienced by the Canaanite woman or the silence experienced by Abraham as he took Isaac on the 3-day trip to Mt. Moriah.  This may be a time of testing—a time of proving the strength of your faith and making it even stronger.  You can be sure that, as He has always done, Jesus will answer at just the right time.
No matter what, learn from the Gentile woman and those who were healed and fed, come to God not demanding your rights but asking for mercy.  As Jesus said in Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”   Also, come humbly before God.  Recognize who you are and who He is.  Peter wrote in 1 Peter 5:6 “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time.”  Humble yourself and the Almighty God will lift you up “in due time”—at the right time.  Peter concluded in 1 Peter 5:7: “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”
If you come humbly before God asking for mercy and God remains silent, be persistent.  Turn to Luke 18:1-8.  God will not delay answering His children because He is vindictive.  He is not like the unjust judge who had to be badgered until he wearied and gave in and administered justice.  God’s timing is perfect.  He will answer at the appropriate time in the appropriate way.  
There is another reason for the silence of God: If you haven’t made Jesus your Lord and Savior; God is under no obligation to answer you.  God may be silent because you aren’t a child of God—a Christian.  None of your sins are forgiven, you haven’t been washed clean by the blood of the Lamb—Jesus Christ.  He isn’t your heavenly Father.  There is a chasm bigger than the Grand Canyon between you and God.  If your prayers are going to be answered—even more importantly, if you are going to spend eternity in heaven, you need to have your sins forgiven.  You need to make Jesus your Lord and Savior.

Finally, when God does answer your prayer, take time to thank Him.  Deut. 8:10 says, “When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God.”  But don’t stop there, as Psalm 9:11 says, “Sing praises to the LORD; proclaim among the nations what he has done.”  Go tell others what God has done.  As the chorus in one of the songs we sing says, “Freely, freely you have received; Freely, freely give.  Go in my name and because you believe, Others will know that I live.”
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