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I. Introduction:


From the beginning, the 12 Apostles had hoped Jesus was the Messiah and the Son of God.  In 
John 1:41 Andrew told his brother Simon Peter, “We have found the Messiah.”  Later in verse 49 “Nathanael declared, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.’”  Now, after following Jesus for over 2 years, with Peter’s statement that “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God,” the disciples must have been walking on the clouds.  They had been right all along, and things were going to change!  But God’s plans and their plans weren’t the same.  As Jesus began the trip to Jerusalem for the last time, He needed to explain clearly God’s plan for the Messiah and also the true cost of discipleship.  

II. God’s Plan for the Messiah

     A. First, He must go to Jerusalem.  In John 1:29 John the Baptist called Jesus, “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”  John 3:16 says, “God so loved the world.”  Jesus came to die as God’s sacrificial Lamb for all mankind.  Like all the lambs offered at Passover, the Messiah had to be sacrificed in Jerusalem.  This was the place stipulated by God’s Law.  Jesus must go to Jerusalem where …
     B. He must suffer many things.  We go to the doctor and the hospital where, sometimes, we suffer many things.  We go through all that so that, hopefully, in the end we will be feeling a lot better.  Because of their unbelief and rejection, Jesus would suffer at the hands of the leaders of the country—the elders, Sadducees, and the Pharisees.  But, unlike us with hopes of relief, Jesus knew that His suffering wouldn’t lead to being released from pain, instead . . . 
     C. He must be killed.  In a kangaroo court, Jesus was sentenced to death because of made up charges of the leaders who had to get rid of Him.  Turn to Acts 2:22-23.  This wasn’t an accident or a misjudgment on Jesus’ part; it was with God’s “set purpose and foreknowledge” that Jesus was murdered—crucified.  It was necessary for Jesus to die on a cross.  He had to shed His blood for the sins of the world, as the writer of Hebrews 9:27 says, “Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sin.”
     D. Finally, on the third day, He must be raised to life.  Jesus went on to say that God’s plan would end in victory—a time of triumph and glory as Jesus is brought back to life.  However, I suspect that neither Peter nor the other disciples heard anything after Jesus said He must die.  They didn’t hear Him say that He would be “raised to life.”  They were shocked by what He had said—He was going to be killed.  This wasn’t what they were expecting for the promised Messiah!

 III. Satan’s Plan


Perhaps puffed up by what Jesus had just said to him, Peter overstepped the bounds of the teacher-disciple relationship.  Unknowingly, he put forth Satan’s plan.  Like a father talking to his son, Peter rebuked Jesus.  Peter, the one who had just confessed that Jesus was the Messiah and the Son of God, now was saying, “My way is better than Yours and the Father’s.”  Peter was following his wisdom not God’s wisdom.  He was being “inspired” by the devil.  What made the temptation so strong and so hurtful was the fact that it came from one who loved Jesus.  Satan was using Peter’s loving and impetuous heart to tempt Jesus to forgo the cross and all that came with it.  This was Satan’s plan—Jesus must not die for the sins of others.
IV. Jesus’ answer

Jesus recognized Peter’s love for Him, but He didn’t fall for Satan’s trap.  “Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me Satan!  You are a stumbling block to me.’”  How that must have hurt Peter.  But before Peter could even try to defend himself, Jesus explained the reason he fell into Satan’s trap and tempted Jesus.  Peter wasn’t thinking about what God wanted—Peter was thinking about what Peter wanted and Peter thought best.  But Jesus had to do what the Father wanted done not what Peter thought best—as Isaiah 55:8 says, “God’s ways are not our ways.”  Thinking of God’s ways, Jesus turned to God’s plan for Discipleship—the cost of discipleship.
V. The Cost of Discipleship

     A. First, Jesus said that His followers must “Deny Self.”  Those who wish to follow Jesus Christ must be willing to disown themselves and give up everything for His sake, i.e., they must surrender themselves to Jesus; they must put Jesus first.  To deny self means to dethrone self and to enthrone God, i.e., to make God the ruling principle and passion in one’s life and not a person’s own selfish pride.  To be a disciple of Christ, i.e., a Christian, not only requires accepting Jesus Christ as one's Savior but also submitting to Him as Lord— Romans 10:9 says, “That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”  Paul wrote in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  Galatians 5:24 adds: “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.”  
     B. The 2nd requirement of discipleship is to “Take up your Cross.”  To take up one’s cross is to be willing to pay any price for Christ’s sake, i.e., sacrifice all for Christ.  Jesus’ point was that those who desired to be His disciples, rather than seeking prosperity and ease, must be willing to endure persecution, rejection, hardship, and even martyrdom for His sake—turn to John 15:18-21.  Not every believer will die as a martyr, but “to take up your cross” means to be willing to pay any price in thankfulness for the gift of eternal life that Jesus gives.  For some the greatest service they can give to Jesus Christ may be to go somewhere where their earthly reward will be small and the earthly prestige non-existent.  No matter what, a Christian will certainly have to sacrifice time and leisure and pleasure in order to serve God through the service to others.  1 Peter 4:10 says, “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others.”

In Luke 9:23 Luke added one word to this command of Jesus: Let him “take up his cross daily.”  The really important thing is not the great moments of sacrifice, but a life lived in the constant awareness of the demands of God and the needs of others.  The Christian life is a life which is always concerned with others more than it is concerned with self—not just once in a while but every minute of every day.  During the past week of VBS many examples of “denying self and taking up the cross” were seen in DVDs of missionaries but also in workers who gave up time when they could have been home relaxing after the busyness of the day.  Instead, even though by the end of the week they were hot and tired; some were even hurting, they continued to come to serve God in whatever way He chose.  Each person took up his or her cross daily.
     C. The 3rd requirement “Follow Me” is one of loyal obedience.  A person is ready to follow Jesus Christ only after he has denied himself (i.e., put Christ 1st) and has taken up his cross (i.e., being willing to sacrifice all for Christ).  Christians must follow Jesus’ will with constant obedience in thought and word and action, i.e., obey Jesus in all things.  In 1 John 2:6, John wrote, “Whoever claims to live in Jesus must walk as He did.”  And in Matthew 7:21, Jesus said, “’Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.’”  Christians need to walk in the footsteps of Christ wherever He may lead.  In John 12:26 Jesus said, “Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be.  My Father will honor the one who serves me.”
     D. A Paradox  In verse 25 Jesus summarized the two choices a person has—it’s kind of a paradox—“To save one’s life, one has to lose it.”  Jesus said that whoever lives only to save his earthly, physical life—to have his ease and comfort and acceptance by the world—such a person will lose his opportunity for eternal life in heaven.  But whoever is willing to give up his earthly, worldly life and is willing to suffer and die, if necessary, for Jesus’ sake, will find eternal life.  Every person must choose.  You can be short-sighted and go for it now and lose forever; or you can be far-sighted and forsake your life now and gain or save your life forever.  It’s not that a disciple has to be a martyr—but he must be willing to be a martyr if faithfulness to Christ demands it.  The true disciple is willing to pay whatever true faithfulness to the Lord requires.  As Jesus said, “You have to be willing to lose you life to gain it.”  Jim Elliot, who gave his life to reach the Auca Indians wrote, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”

In verse 26 Jesus put it this way.  “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world yet forfeits his soul?  Or what can  man give in exchange for his soul?”  To gain every possession possible in the world and yet to be without Christ is to be bankrupt forever.  To give up everything in this world for the sake of Christ is to be rich forever.  Life is so short; eternity is so long.  Choose wisely.

VI. A Promise


Jesus finished His teaching with a promise—He is coming again.  Jesus wasn’t just talking about some vague possibility.  He said a day of judgment is coming for sure.  The first time Jesus came, He came to suffer and die as the only sacrifice acceptable to God.  But, some future day, He will return as Sovereign to rule in triumph and judgment “in His Father’s glory with his angels.”  Romans 14:12 says, “Each of us will give an accounting of himself to God.”  In Revelation 22:12 Jesus said, “Behold, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.”  There are going to be 2 main questions as one stands before God.  First, “What did you do with Jesus?”  The second question will be, “What did you do with your life?”
VII. Conclusion


In comparison to the man-centered, feel-good platitudes that fill contemporary so-called Christianity today, the Gospel preached by Jesus is a sober calling to self-denial, suffering, and absolute surrender to Him.  False gospels entice their followers with promises of material prosperity, physical healing, earthly success, self-esteem, and an easy life.  This is not the true gospel.  As they walk in His steps, the Lord Jesus calls His followers to humble brokenness, a life of self-sacrifice, and a willingness to endure hardship for His sake.  We need to guard ourselves that we don’t get caught by the enticements of the devil—“I can do it my way.”  Those who follow Christ must do so on His terms, not theirs—remember Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

It is important to note that self-denial, cross bearing, and obedience are not things one does to earn salvation; they are not a set of steps that lead to salvation.  Self-denial, cross bearing, and obedience are the results or characteristics of being saved, being a child of God; Turn to Ephesians 2:8-10.  Now turn to Galatians 5:19 – 26.  It is easy to say that Jesus is your Lord and Savior, but actions speak louder than words.  What does your life say about your Christianity?  Are you any different from the world around you?  Do you daily offer yourself to be used by God as He desires?  Do you acknowledge Jesus and serve Him and bring glory to His name or do you act like you are ashamed of being a Christian?
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       Everyone knows what we celebrate on July 4—the independence of the United States from the rule of any other ruler or country.  To win and maintain that independence many people have given of their time, some have had permanent injuries, and some even made the ultimate sacrifice.  Because of these sacrifices we have political independence.

       Today as we come to the Lord’s Table, we are also celebrating our “Christian Independence Day.”  As Jesus told His disciples, He went to Jerusalem where He suffered and died on a cross and rose from the dead so that we could be free from the penalty of sin.  Romans 8:1-2 says, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me us free from the law of sin and death.”

       We need to be proud of being an American.  The freedoms and rights that we have weren’t just handed to us, they were worked for and fought for—people died for them.  We need to be proud of being a Christian, too.  The Son of God died and rose again so that we can be free from sin and eternal death.  If you have made Jesus your Lord and Savior, then today is a day of celebration.  Whether or not you are a member of TBC, we ask you to join us as we remember that night and day that led to our independence forever.  

When Paul Revere and Richard Dawes went on their midnight rides; when the minutemen fought at Lexington and Concord, I doubt anyone had a clue what the result was going to be.  When the disciples sat around that Passover table, they didn’t know what was going to happen either—but Jesus did.

       When He took the bread—the matzos—and broke it, He knew what was going to happen in less than 12 hours.  When He took the cup of juice, He knew His blood was going to flow for the sins of those sitting around the table and for all those who would call Him Lord in the years to come.  He willingly died for our sins.  Just as Memorial Day and Independence Day are days to remember and thank those who gave so that we could be free, as the elements are being passed, take time this morning to thank God for His love and His gift of eternal life for you.
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