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I. Introduction


In his first set or collection of miracles Matthew demonstrated that Jesus didn’t come just for the religious or social elite, He also came for those were considered to be outcasts and undesirables.  As Galatians 3:28 says, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  God’s mercy and grace, God’s salvation was for the Jew and also for the Gentile.  Or as 
John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world.”  In the second set of miracles Jesus’ power over Satan and the demonic world, disease, and sin was demonstrated.  As God, Jesus was and is sovereign over all things.  Colossians 1:16 says, “For by him, i.e., Jesus Christ, all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.”  In his third set of miracles, Matthew demonstrated Jesus’ compassion for those who have no hope without Him.  Two people without hope but with faith were the ruler and the woman.  Faith that Jesus had power over death as well as disease.

After returning to Capernaum from His trip to cast out the legion of demons from the two demon-possessed men, Jesus had been surrounded by a horde of people.  Obviously, some of the crowd were Jesus’ disciples, including the Twelve Apostles.  Some came to be healed from various diseases and disabilities, like the paralytic we saw last week.  Others had come to be entertained by this Jesus of Nazareth.  Some, like the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law, had come to find evidence to brand this same Jesus as a heretic and blasphemer.  And, still others came searching, who was this Man?

II. John’s Disciples Came Searching

John the Baptist was now in prison (Matthew 4:12), and those of his disciples who had not begun to follow Jesu were left only with their traditional Jewish ceremonies and practices and they were searching for true faith.  Unlike the Pharisees who attacked Jesus’ disciples, John’s disciples came to Jesus, and asked, “How is it that we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?”    

Calling Himself the “Bridegroom,” Jesus said that mourning and fasting were out of place as long as He, the divine bridegroom, was still with His people.  Unlike the Pharisees and all their legalistic traditions, Jesus came to bring spiritual joy, not oppression.  The Christian life is to be a feast not a funeral.  That’s why Paul wrote in Philippines 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!”


But considering Jesus’ answer, their real question may have been, “Why do You emphasize internal things such as forgiveness, while our recognized religious leaders only emphasize external things like fasting?  In what should we put our faith?”  So, Jesus went on to say that He didn’t come to build on the traditional practices of the Jews.  Rather, He came to offer a whole new way to God.  Jesus did not come to patch up old religious traditions, He brought something new.  He didn’t come to patch up the traditional acts of righteousness—like fasting and sacrifices—within Judaism; He offered a new and true righteousness through faith in Him.  Jeremiah 31:31 prophesied, ”‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah.’”

To make His point, Jesus used examples of clothes and wineskins.  Wineskins were often made from tanned and sometimes skinned animal hides.  Over time they stretched to their limit and eventually became brittle.  Because new wine is still fermenting it expands and would cause old skins to burst if new wine is poured into them.  The new wine and the old skins would both be lost.  New wine requires new wineskins.  Basically, Jesus was saying that He didn’t come to fill the old Jewish system of traditions with new life.  They are inadequate to the new life of the kingdom.  Rather, new forms are needed for His kingdom, and new practices must accommodate the new life of discipleship in Jesus Christ.  But Jesus didn’t come to supersede or abolish the Old Testament, as He said in Matthew 5:17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”  Jesus was teaching a new way of believing and thinking and living.  Saving faith had nothing to do with the old way and the old way had no part in the new.  As He said in Matthew 26:28, “This is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”
III. Two Miracles Showing Jesus’ Power


“While he was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him.”  There was always someone who needed Jesus’ help, in this case there were really two people.  Turn to Mark’s Gospel to get the rest of the story concerning these two miracles showing Jesus’ power and compassion—turn to Mark 5:21-43.  The two people had little in common.  They were at opposite ends of the economic, social, and religious spectrum.  
     A. Two People  The first person was Jairus who was “a ruler of the synagogue.”  He was one of the highest-ranking religious leaders in Capernaum.  He was responsible for the worship services and oversaw the work of the other elders in the synagogue.  Because of his position, he was respected, honored and undoubtedly wealthy.  Since Jesus had performed many miracles in Capernaum (some in the synagogue), Jairus would have known about the awesome power of this miracle worker.

Jairus would have been a very devout Jew.  As such, he would have been part of a select group of men who met with the Pharisees and, therefore, he would have been aware of the growing hatred the religious leaders had toward Jesus.  But, in spite of what the Pharisees might say or do, when the life of his daughter was at stake, Jairus was willing to publicly seek Jesus’ help.  All that mattered to him was that he get Jesus and bring Him to his daughter before it was too late.

     
The second person was an unnamed woman.  Because of her medical problem, she was unclean—as unclean as a leper.  She would have been rejected and ashamed.  Being unclean, she wasn’t allowed to enter the synagogue or Temple.  No one in her family could touch her or anything she touched, lest they become unclean.  As Mark wrote, “She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse.”  She was bankrupt.  Because of her hopeless situation, she had to slink around, and, for that reason, she approached Jesus from behind.  She was the object of the first miracle.
     B. Two Miracles  1.  The First Miracle: The woman was healed.  In the crowd that followed Jairus and Jesus was the unnamed woman “who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years.”  She was desperate—she had been ostracized by her family and friends as well as her culture.  So, hearing about Jesus, she determined to find Him, believing that He could somehow heal her.  “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.”

She came hesitantly and secretly.  Clearly breaking all the rules regarding those who were unclean, she pushed her way through the crowd and “came up behind him.”   She could have come up with any number of excuses not to do this.  She could have said, “I’m not important enough to ask Jesus for help.”  Or “Look, Jesus is going with Jairus, I can’t bother Him now.”  She could have argued that nothing else had helped, so why try this?  But she ignored all the negatives and came by faith to Jesus.


Her faith may have been weak, a little timid, and maybe even a bit superstitious, but she “came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak.”  Mark 5:29 says that “immediately her bleeding stopped.”  The moment she touched the edge of Jesus’ cloak, her faith was rewarded, and her body was completely healed.  What 12 years of medical appointments could not cure, the power of God healed in an instant.  This was the 1st miracle: the woman was healed.   She was healed instantly.

From Mark and Luke it seems that she had planned on slipping away and getting lost in the crowd, but Jesus had other plans.  Luke 8:47 says, “Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet.  In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed.”

After her testimony in front of the whole crowd of what God had done, Jesus said, “Take heart, daughter, your faith has healed you.”  Whatever was in her mind, her faith was genuine and was acceptable to the Lord.  It was enough to make her well.  By calling her “Daughter” and telling her to “Go in peace,” (Mark 5:34) Jesus was saying that she was healed of more than just her physical suffering.  Because of her faith, she was now a spiritual daughter of God, and she could go in peace—God’s peace.  She was reunited with her family and with the One and only true God.  But Jesus wasn’t done yet.
     2. The Second Miracle: Jairus’ daughter was raised from the dead.  Mark and Luke both wrote that when Jairus first came to Jesus, his daughter was not yet dead, but “was dying” (Luke 8:42).  But the delay caused by the healing of the woman took too long and the girl died.  So, Jairus’ friends came and told him that his daughter had died, and they counseled him, “Why bother the teacher anymore?” (Mark 5:35)


Jairus’ initial request to Jesus had been urgent; he had confidence in Jesus and His power to heal just as He had healed the Centurion’s slave.  Even when told that his daughter was dead, Jairus didn’t give up on Jesus and His power.  Jesus quickly reassured the man and went with him.  In Mark 5:36, Jesus said, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”  In some respects, the delay must have driven Jairus crazy and tried his faith, but in the end his faith would have been made even stronger.  


When they arrived at the house, they found that the mourning had already begun.  The trip to the house had taken long enough for the paid mourners to assemble.  The presence of the mourners was proof that the girl was actually dead, for the family would not have called them if there had been even the slightest hope that she was still alive.  
“When Jesus entered, ...he said, ‘Go away.  The girl is not dead, but asleep.’”  Jesus surprised and annoyed the mourners by telling them to leave.  What they were doing was what was required for a death, so Jesus amazed and irritated them even more when He implied that they were wrong—the girl wasn’t dead, she was just asleep.  In scorn and ridicule, “they laughed at him.”  They had seen death before and they knew what they saw.  Jesus was just some kind of “crazy” man to them.


When the crowd of hired mourners had finally been put out, Jesus entered the room, and He took the little girl by the hand.  Luke explained that Jesus allowed only Peter, James, and John and the girl’s parents to go into the room with Him.  Mark wrote that as He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum! (which translated means, ‘little girl, I say to you arise’)” (Mark 5:40-41).  At that instant, according to Luke, “her spirit returned, and she rose immediately” (Luke 8:55).  Jesus could just as easily have raised her by only speaking the words or by saying nothing at all.  But His touching and speaking to her showed a compassion and tenderness to this child that was coming back from the dead.  Jairus and his family had been hopeless in death, but Jesus had compassion for them and brought life from death.  
IV. Application

 Looking back at Jesus’ conversations and miracles, there are several things we can learn about faith.  First, in what or in whom one puts his faith is important.  One is not saved from an eternity in hell by rituals or doing things.  In Acts 2:21 Peter explained, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  Later, in Acts 4:12 he said, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  As we saw in both miracles, it’s not the strength of one’s faith that is important, but that one’s faith is in the strength of the Savior.  The woman’s faith in doctors had accomplished absolutely nothing, but when she put her faith, small as it may have been, in Jesus, she was healed.  We need to echo Isaiah 12:2, “Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.  The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation.”  What is the object of your faith?  Your job, your family, your good deeds—in what or whom do you trust?
Second, one needs to have faith in Jesus Christ in all situations.  We need to trust Him and have faith in His promises no matter how we feel, no matter what others say, no matter how the circumstance may look, no matter the timing.  Hebrews 11:6 says, “Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”  When Jairus arrived home with Jesus, there was chaos everywhere.  But in spite of all the “nay-sayers,” Jesus raised his daughter from the dead.  Psalm 125:1 says, “Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but endures forever.”  Isaiah 26:3 adds, “You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you.”  
Finally, God’s timing is not always our timing.  Isaiah 55:8 says, “’For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the LORD.”  Like Jairus, things aren’t always going to go the way we expect or want.  That a miracle doesn’t occur when or how we want or in every situation doesn’t lessen God’s power.  God’s plan may not be your plan.  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego expressed the kind of faith that will carry one though any and all situations—turn to Daniel 3:16-18.  God rescued them, but God doesn’t always rescue His people from danger or heal every affliction—but God’s will will be “done on earth as it is in heaven.”  There is no reason to fear—He loves us and is always with us—Isaiah 41:13 says, “For I am the LORD your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you.”  Turn to Isaiah 40:28-31.  Keep your eyes and faith on Jesus Christ.  As Prov. 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
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