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Luke 24:45-53

I. Introduction


As we come to the end of Luke’s Gospel, it might be good to look back at the reason he wrote this book—turn to Luke 1:1-4.  With  this goal in mind, these last verses of Luke seem to be a rather abrupt ending, but they really aren’t.  This is just the end of a two-volume set of books written by Luke.  The second volume expands on what Luke just summarized—turn to Luke’s second volume, turn to Acts 1:1-12.  The Gospel of Luke was written to strengthen the faith of all believers and to answer the attacks of unbelievers, i.e., Jesus was the Messiah and Lord whose life, death, and resurrection make salvation available to all people everywhere.  The Book of Acts shows how the gospel of salvation spread from Jerusalem to the whole Roman empire and how the gospel of salvation expanded from its Jewish roots to the Gentile world. 

As we read in Acts 1:3, Jesus “appeared to them, i.e., His disciples, over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.”  Each of the Gospels record events that happened during those 40 days—today’s Scripture is Luke’s condensed account.  First, Luke wrote that Jesus taught the disciples.

II. Jesus’ Last Days

     A. Jesus taught the disciples.  Just as He had done with the Emmaus disciples and on the two occasions in the locked room, during those 40 days, Jesus taught the disciples from the Scriptures.  They were going to be sent into the world not just to share their own personal experiences, but to share the truths of the Word of God.  They needed to show that a crucified and raised Messiah was not an adjustment to God’s plan, this had been God’s plan all along.  During those 40 days of instruction, they finally got it—Luke wrote, “Then He opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.”  From what they learned, the disciples were able to incorporate Old Testament prophesies in their preaching and evangelism, e.g., in his sermon on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2:14-36, Peter quoted Joel 2:28-32,  Psalm 16:8-11, and Psalm 110:1.

Jesus didn’t just teach them from the Old Testament Scriptures that “the Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,” He also taught that “repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name.”  Jesus went beyond explaining His death and resurrection, He explained the reasons and the results of all this(repentance and forgiveness of sins.  This, too, the Apostles understood.  On the Day of Pentecost, Peter told to the crowd in Acts 2:38, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”  Later, in Acts 10:43 Peter said to those gathered in Cornelius’s house, “All the prophets testify about him, i.e., Jesus, that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Forgiveness of sins is possible only to those who repent.  Repentance is not simply feeling bad about one’s sins or the consequences that result from one’s sins or even mourning over the reality of sin.  Repentance involves a “turning;” going in a totally opposite direction.  To repent is to change direction from allegiance to idols, i.e., anything that comes before God, and instead to serve the living and true God.  Basically, repentance means to turn one’s back on sin and, with God’s help, pursue righteousness instead.


Jesus, also, taught that forgiveness of sins is only “in His name.”  Forgiveness of sin is available only through Jesus Christ; Peter put it this way in Acts 4:12, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”  Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  Actually, everything the apostles did was in the name of Jesus Christ.  After healing the lame man in Acts 3:1-8, Peter said in verse 16, “By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see.”  The early church also baptized in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38), suffered for His name (Acts 5:41), and evangelized in His name
(3 John 7).  

Finally, Jesus taught His disciples that this forgiveness was “to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”  The Old Testament didn’t teach that the Messiah would suffer and die, rise from the dead and have repentance available through His name for only the children of Israel, it taught that this message of forgiveness was for all the nations.  In Genesis 22:18 God said to Abraham, “through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed.”  Isaiah 49:6 says, “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”
     B. Jesus commissioned His disciples  Following the teaching that salvation is for the Jews and the Gentiles, probably towards the end of the 40 days, Jesus commissioned His disciples: “You are witnesses of these things.”  The Apostle John wrote about being a witness—turn to 1 John 1:1-3.  Matthew has also recorded this Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20 where Jesus said, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  Out of all the possibilities at hand or that He could create, God has chosen to use human witnesses to proclaim His Gospel to the nations.  

Jesus knew that in their own strength none of His disciples could carry out His commission, so He told them, “Stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  The promise of the Father that would give them power to witness was fulfilled with the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.  Both the Old Testament (Ezekiel 36:27; 37:14; Joel 2:28-29) and Jesus (John 14:16-17; 20:22) promised the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 8:9 says, “You, however, are not controlled by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ.”  Every Christian has the Holy Spirit and can then be an effective witness for Jesus Christ.  But to be effective, as Romans 12:1 says, one must “offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God.”
     C. Jesus’ Ascension  Only Luke records the culminating event of Jesus’ earthly ministry in any detail.  And, as we have already seen, he recorded it twice—once in the Gospel of Luke and once in the Book of Acts.  In Luke’s story of Jesus on earth, i.e., the Gospel of Luke, the ascension is the climax of the plan of redemption.  In Acts, Luke’s record of the coming of the Holy Spirit and the fulfillment of the Great Commission, Jesus’ ascension is the beginning of the story of redemption of the world.

When the time finally came for Jesus to leave the disciples, He “led them out to the vicinity of Bethany.”  Bethany was a small village about 2 miles east of Jerusalem near the Mount of Olives.  This was a familiar place to Jesus and the disciples.  It was the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus (John 11:1); it was where Jesus and the disciples sometimes stayed when they were in Jerusalem.  They were also very familiar with the nearby Mount of Olives.   It was on the Mount of Olives that Jesus gave the Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24:3-25:46.  It was to the Mount of Olives where Jesus went with His disciples after the Last Supper (Matthew 26:30).  It was there where He suffered in prayer to the point of sweating drops of blood (Luke 22:39-46).  It was there where Jesus was betrayed and arrested.  The angels said in Acts 1:11, “This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  Zechariah 14:4 explains that “On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south.”  Jesus is coming back to the Mt. of Olives, but this time as a Conqueror and Judge.

In His last act before He ascended, Jesus “lifted His hands and blessed them.”  There isn’t a record of what Jesus said.  Maybe He repeated the promises He had given them on the night He was betrayed, the words found in John 14-17.  Promises of heaven, peace, the Holy Spirit, love, mercy, grace, power, and answered prayer.  Perhaps Paul had the answer, he wrote in Ephesians 1:3, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”


Luke then wrote that “while he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.”  Unlike what happened in Emmaus, where Jesus suddenly vanished, here He rose up into heaven in a physical, real form as the disciples watched.  By watching Jesus ascend, there were no doubts of what happened to Him. The disciples knew that they had a Friend and Advocate in heaven.  Think of what it must have meant to Jesus to return to heaven and sit on the throne of glory.  In John 17:5 Jesus had prayed, “And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.”  This is the glory He had put aside as He “made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant and being made in human likeness and being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:7-8).  Jesus was complete again. His ascension was proof that He has conquered every enemy and that He reigns supremely “far above all”—turn to Ephesians 1:18-23.

In heaven today, the Lord Jesus Christ is our High Priest (Hebrews 8:1), our Mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5), our Advocate and Defender (1 John 2:1).  As our High Priest, Hebrews 4:14-16 says that He gives us “mercy and grace to help us in our time of need.”  As our Defender and Advocate, He forgives us when we confess our sins (1 John 1:6-10).  As the Head of the church, Ephesians 4:7-16 says that Jesus Christ is equipping His people to live for Him and serve Him in this present world.  Of course, 
John 14:1-6 says that He is also preparing in heaven a home or mansion for His people, and one day He will return and take us to be with Him forever.  Finally, we see the disciples’ reaction.
     D. The Disciples’ Reaction  The first time Jesus left them—when He went to the cross, the disciples were confused, fearful, and felt abandoned.  But now there were no doubts or fears, all their questions were answered, they were convinced that Jesus was the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God, the Savior and Redeemer.  Instead of running away, “they worshipped” the Son of God.  Now they were ready to preach the gospel—even if it meant them their lives.  There was going to be no more separation from their Lord and Savior—Romans 8:38-39 says, “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

After Jesus was gone from their sight, they “returned to Jerusalem” just as He had commanded them.  They returned “with great joy.  And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.”  Their training was complete.  This wasn’t the end; it was just the beginning of being fishers of men (Luke 5:10).  They were ready to “be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
III. Conclusion

We may not have seen and touched the Savior, but as we read in I John 1:1-3, we have eyewitness accounts of those who did.  We have their lives and their martyr’s deaths that prove they believed what they said.  We have the Old Testament teachings and prophesies regarding the Messiah that could only come true, if they were God directed—no one man or committee could get all the pieces to come together.  So, who do you say Jesus is?  Be careful, John 3:36 says, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on them.”  Hebrews 10:31 reminds all of us that “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

The Great Commission wasn’t given to just those that day in Galilee or Bethany, as Jesus’ present-day disciples it is also given to us.  The primary purpose of a disciple—of Christ’s church—is to make disciples and then train them.  In 2 Corinthians 5:20 Paul wrote that “we are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us.”  If that isn’t enough, listen to these words from 
Ezekiel 33:7-9: “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. When I say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you will surely die,' and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood. But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and he does not do so, he will die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself.”

So, what are you going to do about the command of your Lord and Savior?  He isn’t going to call everyone to sell all they have and go to some foreign land as a missionary like the Wrights who were with us last week, or the Bassetts who spent their lives making disciples in France or others you may know.  He isn’t going to call everyone to go into the ministry.   But He does want everyone, including each one of you, to be available to be used by Him wherever you are, wherever He may send you.  1 Peter 3:15 says, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”  

Beyond being available, He wants you to be obedient.  He has given you talents and abilities and they are to be used to carry out His Commission.  Are you ready to do what He commands even if it means you need to get rid of your own agenda; your own plans?   As you go about your daily activities, are you a witness in what you do as well as in what you say?  1 Peter 4:6 says, “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in various forms.”  Do you truly serve Him?  If someone were to take you to court, is this enough evidence in your life to prove you are a Christian?
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