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I. Introduction


We’ve finally come to the end of the Sermon on the Mount.  According to the opening verses in Matthew 5:1-2 the primary audience of Jesus’ teachings were “His disciples,” i.e., those who had chosen to follow Him, including the 12 Apostles.  To them Jesus taught God’s moral and ethical expectations for all of His followers.  But there were more than just His disciples listening.  There was also the ever-present crowd with attitudes that ranged from those who weren’t quite sure about Him to those who didn’t really care—they were just there for the entertainment.  There were also some representatives from the scribes and Pharisees who would report back with what this new so-called “prophet” had to say.


Jesus concluded the Sermon on the Mount with 4 warnings and choices directed to all 3 groups because their eternal destiny was at stake.  He warned those who followed Him, to examine themselves to make sure that they were really members of the kingdom of heaven and not just saying the right things.  He warned and challenged the crowd to make a choice—either follow Him or follow the religious leadership of the day.  He warned and reproved the religious leaders about leading the people in the wrong direction.  In each of the 4 warnings, there are two sides or choices; there are 2 gates and roads, 2 kinds of prophets, 2 kinds of disciples, and 2 foundations.  There is no middle ground, a choice must be made.  First was the warning about the narrow and broad gates and roads.
II. 4 Warnings

     A. Narrow and Broad Gates and Roads  

In verse 13 the word “enter” is a command.  This is something everyone must do—choose a gate and road.  Many people today, as well as in Jesus’ day, admire what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount, but to their loss, they never receive Him as their Lord and Savior.  In John 10:9 Jesus said, “I am the gate, whoever enters through me will be saved.”  In John 14:6 Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me”  There is no wiggle room; Jesus is the only way to God.  Jesus is the narrow gate.  In Matthew 18:3 Jesus “said: ‘I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.’”  To enter the narrow gate, one must depend on God like a child depends on his parents.  Turn to Matthew 16:24-25.  To enter the narrow gate and follow Christ means one must get rid of self—self-confidence, self-reliance, self-righteousness, self-satisfaction—and depend only on Jesus Christ.  
Those who enter the narrow gate will find themselves on a narrow road.  A road of difficulty and even sometimes persecution, In John 15:20, Jesus warned, “Remember the words I spoke to you, ‘No servant is greater than his master.  If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.’”  The narrow way is not easy.  As Jesus said in the Beatitudes, the kingdom of heaven is for those who come in poverty of spirit, mourning for their sins, and hungering and thirsting for His righteousness and not their own.  To follow Christ’s teachings in theSermon on the Mount requires effort; as we saw a couple of weeks ago, it is an agonizing marathon.  But it is the only road that leads to life—an eternal life in heaven. 
The broad way is the easy way; it’s the popular way.  It is a comfortable road; it has room for many beliefs.  But the majority is not always right.  The fact that “everyone is doing it” is not proof that what they are doing is right.  Proverbs 14:12 says “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end, it leads to death.”  Jesus said that those who enter the wide gate will find themselves on a broad road that leads only to destruction—an eternal life in hell



The easy way may look very inviting at the moment and the hard way may look very intimidating.  But the only way to make a right decision is not to look at the beginning, but to look at the end of the journey; to see things, not in the light of today, but in the light of eternity.  Many people who seem to “trust” Jesus Christ never really leave the broad road with its appetites and associations.  They have an easy Christianity that makes no demands on them.  But you cannot walk on 2 roads, in 2 different directions, at the same time.  In Matthew 12:30 Jesus said, “He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters.”  Everyone must choose—it’s up to you.
     B. True and False Prophets


Jesus then warned that not everyone who claims to belong to God and to speak for Him actually do so.  There are true and false prophets.  False prophets and teachers come and seem to be real members of God’s flock by their talk and by their association with other Christians.  Jesus said that they may be dressed as a real shepherd with a sheepskin mantle or cloak, but their intentions are evil.  They are like a wolf that destroys a flock for pure enjoyment.  Paul’s last words to the Ephesian elders were a warning about false teachers.  Turn to Acts 20:29-31.

Every Christian needs to be on guard.  False prophets—false shepherds—can be very deceptive.  In their sheep’s clothing, they speak favorably about Christ, the Bible, and the cross.  They know and use Biblical terminology and appear knowledgeable about Scripture.  They sound and act so sincere.  


Jesus said that the false prophet or teacher can be recognized by his fruit.  From a distance a tree or bush may look nice, but when one gets closer, flaws can be seen.  There may be fruit that looks good, but after testing, it may be bad—it may be bitter or distasteful or even poisonous.  The same is true of  false prophets.  Without looking closely, they appear to be from God, but up close they can be seen for what they are.  Jesus was warning His disciples to carefully evaluate any prophet or teacher who comes to them.  They are not only to look at the message to see if it is consistent with Jesus’ teachings, but also to look at a prophet’s works and life to see if they are consistent with the kingdom life of righteousness that He has taught in the Sermon on the Mount.  Paul wrote of this to the Galatians, turn to Galatians 5:19-24. 

False teachers may hide their bad fruit for a while, but how they talk and act and react when they don’t think they are being watched or when they are under stress, will soon show their true loyalty and convictions.  What is really in their hearts will be evident.  A true spokesman for God must have as his deepest motives to honor, glorify, and magnify God and to grow in humility, holiness, and obedience to Him.  A false prophet is oriented towards himself—money, prestige, popularity, and power.  They are proud, arrogant, and selfish.  Jesus gave a true test in John 7:18: “He who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, but he who works for the honor of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him.”

Another indicator or rotten fruit can be found in the teachings of a false prophet.  For many of them, there is no warning of judgment or call for repentance or obedience in their teachings.  One commentator put it this way: “False teachers talk much about the love of God but nothing of His holiness; much about people who are deprived but nothing about those who are depraved; much about God’s universal fatherhood of every human being but nothing about His unique fatherhood only of those who are His children through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ; much about what God will give us but nothing about obedience to Him; much about health and happiness but nothing about holiness and sacrifice.”  Every Christian must be alert and like the Bereans of Acts 17:11, “examine the Scriptures to see if what was said was true.”  
     C. True and False Disciples


Not only will false teachers and prophets stealthily enter a congregation from outside, but Jesus warned that some within the community itself may be false disciples.  He said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven.”  There are those who confess with their mouths that Jesus is Lord but haven’t really repented in their hearts.  In verse 23 Jesus said, “I never knew you.”  These false disciples are not people who once were saved and then “fell away”—Jesus never knew them.

True saving faith is more than walking down an aisle or raising a hand or even saying a prayer.  True saving faith includes doing God’s will.  As Romans 10:9 says, salvation and obedience to God’s will are inseparable.  Hebrews 5:9 says, “He (Jesus) became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.”  In Luke 6:46 Jesus said, “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?”  Just as the false prophet is distinguishable by his fruit; the false disciple is evident by his.  Turn to 
Ephesians 5:3-7.  A good tree—a true disciple—cannot bear this kind of fruit.  Without a doubt, we all sin, but the question is “What do you do after you sin?”  Do you confess to God and get right with Him and others, or do you try to rationalize away your sin or somehow try to hide it?

     D. Wise and Foolish Builders


Beginning with “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine,”  Jesus gave the parable of the wise and foolish builders as a warning and a conclusion to the Sermon on the Mount.  “Everyone” included the disciples, the crowds gathered around, the representatives of the religious establishment, and those, like us, who would read these words later.  All have heard the gospel; all know the way of salvation; all must choose.  Everyone is building a house—his or her life—on some foundation.  No one builds a house thinking it will fall.  Both builders, wise and foolish, have confidence that their house will stand.


Jesus said that the wise man builds his house upon the rock or as Jesus just said, “my words.”  In 
1 Corinthians 3:11 Paul wrote, “For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”  The mark of true discipleship, a wise builder, is not simply hearing and believing, but hearing and believing and doing, i.e., building.  James 1:22 says, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.”   In other words, a person who professes to know Christ will obey and do what he has heard.  Then he will have a life that will stand no matter what comes his way—in this life and in the life to come.  He has built on the firm foundation of Jesus Christ.


On the other hand, if someone hears the Word but doesn’t do what it says, he is building his house—his life—on sand—the sand which is composed of shifting human opinions and attitudes.  There is no real foundation.  To build on sand is to build on self and not Christ.  To build on sand is to be deceived by Satan.  The foolish man builds his life the easy way—no narrow gate for him; no Jesus Christ and His Lordship.  But Jesus said that when the time of judgment comes, there will be not foundation for his life, and he will fall “with a great crash.”  To reject Jesus Christ is to anticipate, as Mark 9:47c-48 says, to being “thrown into hell, where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.” 
III. Conclusion


Matthew’s concluding words at the end of Jesus’ Sermon are rather sad.  Jesus had challenged His disciples to examine themselves carefully so that they don’t deceive themselves about their commitment to Him.  He challenged the crowd to make a decision regarding their eternal destiny—heaven or hell.  He challenged the religious leaders to consider their pious hypocrisy.   And the response was “the people were amazed at His teaching.”  Amazement is not the same thing as acceptance.

IV. Application
Jesus’ warnings and challenges are as applicable today as they were 2000 years ago.  Which gate have you entered and which road are you on?  It’s up to you.  Have you truly made Jesus your Lord and Savior?  What is the foundation of your life?  Has your life been transformed by Christ?  Do your thoughts and actions—your fruit prove this?  There is an old saying that says, “If a bird walks like a duck and swims like a duck and quacks like a duck, it is a duck.”  What does your walk and your talk say?  If you were on trial for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to find you guilty? 


How discerning are you when you listen to a sermon or read a biblical devotion or have a “religious” conversation?  Do you compare what is said with what the Bible says or do you swallow whatever any so-called expert says no matter what?  1 John 4:1 says, “Dear friends, do not believe (actually, stop believing) every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”   The Book of Jude has a similar challenge—Jude 1:17-23:  “But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold.  They said to you, ‘In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.’  These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit.  But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit.  Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.  Be merciful to those who doubt; save others by snatching them from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with fear-- hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.”  As his life was coming to an end, Joshua challenged the Israelites in Joshua 24:15, “But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day who you will serve….  But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  It’s up to you, whom will you serve?
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