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2 Peter 1:1-4

I. Introduction


According to tradition, Peter suffered martyrdom near the end of Nero’s persecution.  Because Nero died in A.D. 68, Peter’s death must have taken place somewhat before that time.  2nd Peter appears to have been written shortly before the apostle’s death, perhaps A.D. 67 or 68—turn to 2 Peter 1:13-15.  Peter didn’t say where he was when he wrote this letter, but since his death was imminent, and he was martyred in Rome, he probably wrote it while in prison there.

Peter wrote his 1st letter to comfort and instruct believers who were facing the external threat of persecution.  In 1 Peter 2:9 he wrote, “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  Later, in 1 Peter 4:10 he wrote, “Each of should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.”  But knowing that they were going through persecution from outside the church, Peter wrote in 1 Peter 4:12, “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.”  The heart of a pastor for his flock is seen in the closing words and theme of 1st Peter—1 Peter 5:12: “I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand fast in it.”  


Since the time of the writing and sending of his first letter, Peter had become increasingly concerned about false teachers who were infiltrating the churches.  This was persecution from within the church.  Though these false teachers had already caused troubles, Peter expected that their heretical doctrines and immoral lifestyles would result in more damage in the future.  Paul had warned in 
1 Timothy 4:1, “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.”  So, in his 2nd letter, Peter taught Christians how to deal with false teachers and evildoers who had come into the church and to also encourage watchfulness for the Lord’s certain return.
II. Salutation


According to the custom of his day, the apostle opened his letter with the standard salutation, identifying himself as the author.  He used both names to make sure that those receiving this letter would know exactly who it was from: Simon Peter, one of the Twelve.  He further identified himself as “a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ.”  The word servant, in Greek the word is doulos, δοῦλος, should actually be translated as bond-slave.  A bond-slave is one who willingly places himself or herself in the position of submission and obedience to another.  Peter willingly gave himself to God.  As God’s bond-slave Peter surrendered all his rights to God which meant obedience to God without question and serving Him 24/7.  But although he looked at himself as a humble bond-slave, Peter also was an “apostle of Jesus Christ.”  He had been officially sent forth by Jesus Christ Himself to be a witness of Jesus’ resurrection and, as Jesus said in John 21:15-19, to “Feed my Jesus sheep.”

The recipients of this letter were the same believers who received the first letter—2 Peter 3:1 says, “Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you.”  These were mainly Gentile believers as well as some Jewish Christians who as 1 Peter 1:1 said were “strangers in the world, scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia.”  Peter wrote that their faith—their salvation—was “through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.”  From the very beginning of his letter, Peter reminded his readers that their faith, their salvation is through their Savior, Jesus Christ,  not something they had done—turn to Philippians 3:8-9.  Titus 3:5 says, “He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.”  Also, from the beginning of his letter, Peter made the point of emphasizing the deity of Jesus Christ as he wrote “our God and Savior Jesus Christ.”  Here the NIV is the better translation—contrary to some translations, in the Greek “God and Savior” refer to the same person.  

Knowing the conflict between Jews and Gentiles in the church, Peter wrote, “a faith as precious as ours.”  Neither the Jews nor the Apostles had a special faith, no one had a special advantage because of birth or status—as Galatians 3:28 says, “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  All Christians have the same precious, saving faith with all its privileges—Ephesians 4:5 says, “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.”
III. Characteristics of Christian Faith

     A. Abundant Grace and Peace  As we’ve seen before, the best way to identify a counterfeit item is to know the real item very well, so before describing the false teachers and their counterfeit products, Peter described true believers and true Christian faith.  Peter began by giving some characteristics of Christian faith.  First, “Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.”  The first characteristic of a genuine Christian faith is abundant grace and peace.  

Grace is getting what one doesn’t deserve or merit.  God in His mercy doesn’t give us what we do deserve; God in His grace gives us what we don’t deserve—Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Ephesians 1:7 puts it this way, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace.”  Because of God’s grace, sins are forgiven; Christians are no longer at enmity with God; instead, they are promised-guaranteed an eternal life in heaven.  

This grace of God leads to peace with God--Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”   God’s mercy and grace also lead to the peace of God--Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Grace and peace are characteristics of Christian faith.

The word know or knowledge is used at least thirteen times in this short letter.  The word doesn’t mean a mere intellectual knowledge, i.e., to know about something; rather it means to know intimately.  Peter wrote that grace and peace will be multiplied, i.e., will “be in abundance,” as one walks with God and knows Him better.  Knowing the Lord in salvation is the starting point.  The rest of a Christian’s life is a pursuit of greater knowledge of the glory of the Lord and God’s grace as he walks with God and talks with God.  Grace and peace are multiplied to a Christian as he comes to know Jesus Christ better and better.  In Philippians 3:10 Paul wrote that this was his passionate pursuit: “I want to know Christ-- yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.”
     B. Christians have everything they need.  Peter went on to write in verse 3 that “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness.”  This is the 2nd characteristic of Christian faith: Christians have everything they need.  2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”  The Christian life begins with saving faith in the person of Jesus Christ and when one is born into the family of God, he is born complete.  God gives the believer everything he will need “for life and godliness.”  God equips every believer with every spiritual resource needed to live a holy, sanctified life and to bring glory to God.  Contrary to false teachers in Peter’s day and in our day, nothing has to be added.  There is no reason to seek “second blessings,” “spirit baptisms,” special knowledge, mystical experiences, or any other of the things demanded or taught by false teachers.  Christians have all they need to live a Christian life.   Turn to Colossians 2:8-10; as another translation says, “You are complete in Him.”  

Peter added that God “called us by his own glory and goodness.”  God didn’t create the world, so that He could be mean and vindictive to those He created.  God loves the world and sent His Son to die on the cross for them.  God calls sinners to come to Him because He loves them and wants the best for them.  Jesus said in John 10:10, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  Because of God’s love, Christians are given all they need to live an abundant, satisfying, godly life here on earth as well as into eternity, e.g., the fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22-23—"love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control”—is available for every Christian but sadly, not every Christian experiences them.  Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds all Christians to “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge to him, i.e., submit to Him, and he will make your paths straight.”  Turn to Ephesians 5:15-20.  It is the Christian’s choice to use all that God has given him—James 4:2-3 says, “You desire but do not have, so you kill.  You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight.  You do not have because you do not ask God.  When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”
     C. Christians have God’s promises.  Finally, Peter wrote,” He has given us his very great and precious promises.”  Christians have God’s promises—promises regarding eternal life.  These promises are great because they come from a great God, and they lead to a great life.  For example: John 6:37 says, “…whoever comes to me I will never drive away.” Or Matthew 11:28: ”Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”  John 14:6, “Jesus said, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except by me.”  Or 1 John 5:12, “He that has the Son has life.”  These promises are precious because their value is beyond calculation.  

Peter wrote that by these “you may participate in the divine nature,” that is, through these promises one becomes a child of God and shares the very nature that belongs to God.  Colossians 3:3 puts it this way, “For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.”  A baby shares the nature of its parents, and a person born of God shares the divine nature of God.  The lost sinner is dead, but the Christian is alive because he shares the divine nature.  The lost sinner is decaying because of his corrupt nature, but the Christian can experience a dynamic life of godliness because he has God’s divine nature.  Mankind is under the bondage to sin (Galatians 4:3; Rom. 8:21), but the believer shares the freedom from sin that is part of possessing the divine nature (Romans 6:18-22).

Peter wrote that because they share the nature of God, believers escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  If one spends time in God’s Word, entering day by day into a more intimate relationship with Jesus Christ, he will have little interest in the garbage of the world.  If a Christian has God’s nature within, then the things he does and says will be pure and holy—2 Corinthians 7:1 says, “Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.”
IV. Conclusion

In these opening verses of 2nd Peter, Peter gave some characteristics of a genuine Christian faith.  So, how about you, do you have an abundant grace and peace?  The dictionary defines abundant as: present in a great quantity; more than adequate; oversufficient.  Maybe you have peace with God, but what about the peace of God?  Is that more than adequate, even in the hard times?  Peace and trust are similar.  It’s much easier to trust someone you know rather than a total stranger.  Similarly, if you want the peace of God to grow, your relationship with God needs to grow.  To have an abundant peace, spend time with God so that He is not a stranger but a close, intimate friend.

Hebrews 12:2 reminds us to “Fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  All that Jesus went through—His birth in a stable, His life as a homeless evangelist, His betrayal, and death on a cross—was to enable His creation—us—to experience His awesome love through becoming His children.  That was the joy set before Him.  In His love and joy, God gives each of His children all they need to live a full and satisfied life.  But Ephesians and James reminds us that if we don’t let the Holy Spirit fill us, if we ask with wrong motives, we will not be satisfied with this life.  How about you, are you satisfied with your life in God?  Do you walk in godliness?

Romans 13:14 says, “Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.”  As children of God, we possess God’s divine nature.  But, if instead of clothing ourselves with Jesus Christ and walking in the nature of our heavenly Father, we seek to gratify the desires of the flesh, our sinful nature will lust after the “old sins” (2 Pet. 1:9) and we will disobey God.  The relationship with God will be broken until we come to Him and confess our sins which He will forgive.  Psalm 66:18 says, “If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened”
 How is your relationship with God?  Is He an intimate friend with whom you share everything or is He a distant acquaintance?  As an old chorus says, “If you want joy, real joy, wonderful joy, let Jesus come into your heart.”
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