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Meeting Details

Meeting Date(s) and Location(s): List dates of all meetings held in the past year. *500 Character Limit

The Public Lands Technical Working Committee met virtually on Google Meets on January 5, 2026 from 9:30-11:00 am (CST). The
Committee met again via Google Meets on March 12, 2026 from 9:00-10:00 am (CST). The 2026 annual MAFWA Public Lands
Technical Working Committee meeting was held April 7-9, 2025 at the Jester Park Nature Center in Grimes, lowa. This was a joint
meeting between the Private Lands, Public Lands and Wildlife Diversity Technical Working Committees. The meeting included joint
sessions, individual sessions and a field tour day. The meeting began at 8:30 am on the 7th and concluded at 12:00 pm on the 9th.

Executive Summary
Information contained in this section provides an overall summary of the committee meeting including a judgment of the meeting’y
success compared to previous meetings. Photos or other additional documents that help convey the work of the committee in this
past year should be noted in the text but added to the end of this document as an attachment to the Annual Report PDF.

*3700 Character Limit

Thetwo Committeemeetingsheldvirtually in JanuaryandMarch servedseverapurposeseadingup to theannualin-person
meetingin April. Thecommitteemembergliscussedhe structureandpurposeof our Working Committeejncludinga breakdown
of theprocessedjmelinesandrolesof membersandthe groupasawhole. The committeealsodiscussedhe need purposeand
templateof theinformal statereports.Thedecisionwasmadeto continueto completethesereportsto generatgooddiscussiorand
documenkey issuedacingour respectivestatesandthe Midwestregion. The committeealsobeganidentifying topicsthatwould
be of importanceto focuson duringthe April meeting.Oneof the biggestneedddentifiedis thatwe needthevisionto beableto
seethe potentialconcernghatarecomingin the nearfuture sowe canbebetterpreparedo proactivelydealwith them.
Technologicahdvancementandthe useof suchadvancementsy publiclanduserss the primary exampleof this need.

The April meetingwasa joint meetingbetweerthe PrivateLands,PublicLandsandWildlife Diversity TechnicalWorking
CommitteesThemeetingincludedjoint session®n Day 1 thatfeaturedowa'sDirectorLiaisondiscussindandscapecalework
thatincludespublic, privateandwildlife diversityteamsall working together;StateandCountyland managersliscussing
partnershipn managindargecomplexesn anurbaninterfacethe Wildlife Managemeninstitutesharinginsightinto the
foundationaklementof wildlife conservatiorandthe potentialto updatethe North AmericanModel of Wildlife Conservationa
presentatiomn the newgrasslanadnanagemermositioncreatedwithin the lowa DNR andusingAmericaThe Beautiful for
landscape-scalgrasslandestoratiorandmanagemengndlowa wildlife biologistssharinginformationon the ongoingwild turkey
researchdeerherd/CWDmanagemengndFarmBill relatedtopics.Theremaindeiof Day 1 providedtime for individual Working
Committeego conveneandbegintheir respectivebusinessgopics.Day 2 wasafield tour day,comprisedf numerousstopsto look
atanddiscusshabitatmanagemenwithin alandscape-scalontext.Day 3 includeda brief joint sessiorthatfeaturedowa's
Wildlife Action PlanCoordinatorsharinglowa'smodelof SWG-Csuccessvith habitatmanagemerandresearctprojectsthat
involve staff from multiple sectionswithin DNR. Theremaindeiof the morningwasstructuredor individual working committee
sessionswhich providedtime to finish respectivediscussionsieportsor otheractionitems.

Topicsdiscussediuringthe PublicLandsCommitteesessiongrelistedin thefollowing sectionof this report.

Overall,this committeemeetingwasconsideredrery successfuby all of theattendeesThe committeemembersagreedhat
meetingin-persornprovidesexcellentcommunicatiorandopportunityto build moremeaningfulworking relationshipswith
counterpartén similar roleswithin their respectiveagency.Thebreadthof conversatioriopicswasimpressiveandwe believethat
this committeewill continueto providevaluableinputinto severakopicsof importanceo our agenciesThereis greatvalueand
continuedpotentialin learningfrom eachother,which canhavereal-worldimpactsif we applylessondearnedirom our neighbors.
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Director Information Items

Information in this section should highlight the committee’s progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working
Committee Charter, identify challenges or risks (perceived or realized) and include any other updates from Midwest state’s or
relative business discussed. *3600 Character Limit

The designated committee member from each state submitted an informal "State Report" in the weeks leading up to the April
meeting. These reports were compiled into a single Google Document by the Committee Chair. The state reports are used to
generate discussion among the committee members during the meeting, as well as to document important items and trends over
time. Key topics discussed during the meeting include the following:

Hunting/trapping/fishing vs other uses on WMAs.

Habitat stamps.

The amount of use ("pressure") on WMAs.

Shooting ranges, and relationship to WMAs/WMA management staff

Hunter ed programs and R3 initiatives.

Agricultural cooperators on WMAs.

Property taxes/PILT on WMAs.

Grazing on WMA:s.

Fencing issues on WMAs. Wildlife-friendly fence specs.

Federal Aid coordination.

Communication between various sections within the broader wildlife division of state agencies.
Prescribed fire.

The importance of the MAFWA working committee meetings.

Legislative action driving wildlife conservation issues.

Methods of grassland restoration.

Nuisance wildlife issues (particularly beaver).

Geocaching on WMAs.

Special Use Permit programs on WMAs.

Access issues across WMAs. Private access/easements/utilites/etc.

Non-resident hunter restrictions as a growing issue within state hunting regulations.
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Committee Workgroups

Identify workgroups that are associated with this TWC. Provide a brief 2-3 sentence summary of work accomplished in the past
year. A workgroup is a smaller team that supports the goals and objectives of the TWC and is necessary and needed to help
accomplish the work. It may include additional members not in the TWC but must be lead by a member of the TWC.

*650 Character Limit

Workgroup Name (1) States Member Lead
N/A
Workgroup Name (2) States Member Lead
N/A

Requests for Action

List below any accompanying documents attached to the annual report. Note: All formal requests for action by the MAFWA Board
of Directors must complete the appropriate forms with approvals by MAFWA Executive Committee prior to the Annual Board
Meeting. Ex. Committee Charter, Request and Risk Assessment. See page 12 of the TWC Guidelines Manual for timelines and details.
*1300 Character Limit

The Public Lands Technical Working Committee has the following recommendations for the MAFWA Board of Directors to take
into consideration and keep in mind at all times as they perform their duties related to MAFWA and their respective agencies:

- Protect the integrity of Wildlife Management Areas for the intended purposes of wildlife production and the
wildlife-dependent uses of licensed hunting, trapping, angling.

- Support the clear separation of funding and staffing for shooting ranges from the management of WMAs.
- Continue to support the participation of each state agency in the Public Lands Technical Working Committee. Attendance at

the annual in-person meeting is extremely important to meaningful conversations and mutual learning.

The Public Lands Technical Working Committee has the following requests for action for the MAFWA Board of Directors to take
into consideration:

- Aduncata far tha incliicinn af firearm ciinnraccarc intn tha ecnartino aniinmant haing tavad far Wildlifa and Snart Fich

Proposed Meeting Dates/Times/Location

The committee is interested in scheduling one or two virtual
Dates and times the TWC will meet in the upcoming year.

meetinoc hatween the nonw and the 2027 anninial meetino tn he
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Annual Report

Committee Member Name

Organization

Mitch Hess

Illinois Department of Natural Resources

Lance Tresenriter

Indiana Department of Natural Resources

Curt Kemmerer

lowa Department of Natural Resources

Dustin Mengarelli

Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks

Wes Little

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources

Chad Fedewa

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Jamie Gangaware

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

Matt Bowyer

Missouri Department of Conservation

Pat Molini

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Kent Luttschwager

North Dakota Game and Fish Department

Mike Ervin

Ohio Department of Natural Resources

Ryan Wendinger

South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks

Krista Lutzke

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
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Agenda
Provide meeting information from the past year in the space below. If additional supporting documents are needed, please

combine into a single PDF and use the space below to document what is attached. Before final submission to the MAFWA
Executive Secretary. *4000 Character Limit




	Director Liaison: Pete Hildreth
	Committee Vice Chair: N/A
	Committee Chair: Curt Kemmerer
	Committee Recorder: N/A
	Meeting Locations List locations for each meeting held in the past year: The Public Lands Technical Working Committee met virtually on Google Meets on January 5, 2026 from 9:30-11:00 am (CST). The Committee met again via Google Meets on March 12, 2026 from 9:00-10:00 am (CST). The 2026 annual MAFWA Public Lands Technical Working Committee meeting was held April 7-9, 2025 at the Jester Park Nature Center in Grimes, Iowa. This was a joint meeting between the Private Lands, Public Lands and Wildlife Diversity Technical Working Committees. The meeting included joint sessions, individual sessions and a field tour day. The meeting began at 8:30 am on the 7th and concluded at 12:00 pm on the 9th.
	success compared to previous meetings: The two Committee meetings held virtually in January and March served several purposes leading up to the annual in-person meeting in April. The committee members discussed the structure and purpose of our Working Committee, including a breakdown of the processes, timelines and roles of members and the group as a whole. The committee also discussed the need, purpose and template of the informal state reports. The decision was made to continue to complete these reports to generate good discussion and document key issues facing our respective states and the Midwest region. The committee also began identifying topics that would be of importance to focus on during the April meeting. One of the biggest needs identified is that we need the vision to be able to see the potential concerns that are coming in the near future so we can be better prepared to proactively deal with them. Technological advancements and the use of such advancements by public land users is the primary example of this need. 
 
The April meeting was a joint meeting between the Private Lands, Public Lands and Wildlife Diversity Technical Working Committees. The meeting included joint sessions on Day 1 that featured Iowa's Director Liaison discussing landscape scale work that includes public, private and wildlife diversity teams all working together; State and County land managers discussing partnership on managing large complexes in an urban interface; the Wildlife Management Institute sharing insight into the foundational elements of wildlife conservation and the potential to update the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation; a presentation on the new grassland management position created within the Iowa DNR and using America The Beautiful for landscape-scale grassland restoration and management; and Iowa wildlife biologists sharing information on the ongoing wild turkey research, deer herd/CWD management, and Farm Bill related topics. The remainder of Day 1 provided time for individual Working Committees to convene and begin their respective business topics. Day 2 was a field tour day, comprised of numerous stops to look at and discuss habitat management within a landscape-scale context. Day 3 included a brief joint session that featured Iowa's Wildlife Action Plan Coordinator sharing Iowa's model of SWG-C success with habitat management and research projects that involve staff from multiple sections within DNR. The remainder of the morning was structured for individual working committee sessions, which provided time to finish respective discussions, reports or other action items.
 
Topics discussed during the Public Lands Committee sessions are listed in the following section of this report.
 
Overall, this committee meeting was considered very successful by all of the attendees. The committee members agreed that meeting in-person provides excellent communication and opportunity to build more meaningful working relationships with counterparts in similar roles within their respective agency. The breadth of conversation topics was impressive and we believe that this committee will continue to provide valuable input into several topics of importance to our agencies. There is great value and continued potential in learning from each other, which can have real-world impacts if we apply lessons learned from our neighbors.
 
	Director Information Items Information in this section should highlight the committees progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working Committee Charter identify challenges or risks perceived or realized and include any other updates from Midwest states or relative business discussedRow1: The designated committee member from each state submitted an informal "State Report" in the weeks leading up to the April meeting. These reports were compiled into a single Google Document by the Committee Chair. The state reports are used to generate discussion among the committee members during the meeting, as well as to document important items and trends over time.  Key topics discussed during the meeting include the following:
 
Hunting/trapping/fishing vs other uses on WMAs.
Habitat stamps.
The amount of use ("pressure") on WMAs.
Shooting ranges, and relationship to WMAs/WMA management staff
Hunter ed programs and R3 initiatives.
Agricultural cooperators on WMAs.
Property taxes/PILT on WMAs.
Grazing on WMAs.
Fencing issues on WMAs.  Wildlife-friendly fence specs. 
Federal Aid coordination.
Communication between various sections within the broader wildlife division of state agencies.
Prescribed fire.
The importance of the MAFWA working committee meetings. 
Legislative action driving wildlife conservation issues.
Methods of grassland restoration.
Nuisance wildlife issues (particularly beaver).
Geocaching on WMAs.
Special Use Permit programs on WMAs.
Access issues across WMAs. Private access/easements/utilites/etc.
Non-resident hunter restrictions as a growing issue within state hunting regulations.
 
 
	Workgroup Name 1: N/A
	States Member Lead: 
	Workgroup Name 2: N/A
	States Member Lead_2: 
	Proposed Meeting DatesTimesLocation: The committee is interested in scheduling one or two virtual meetings between the now and the 2027 annual meeting to be held in Kansas. The current committee chair will schedule those meetings according to group consensus. 
	Name StateRow1: Lance Tresenriter
	Name OrganizationRow1: Indiana Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow2: Curt Kemmerer
	Name OrganizationRow2: Iowa Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow3: Dustin Mengarelli
	Name OrganizationRow3: Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks
	Name StateRow4: Wes Little
	Name OrganizationRow4: Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
	Name StateRow5: Chad Fedewa
	Name OrganizationRow5: Michigan Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow6: Jamie Gangaware
	Name OrganizationRow6: Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow7: Matt Bowyer
	Name OrganizationRow7: Missouri Department of Conservation
	Name StateRow8: Pat Molini
	Name OrganizationRow8: Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
	Name StateRow9: Kent Luttschwager
	Name OrganizationRow9: North Dakota Game and Fish Department
	Name StateRow10: Mike Ervin
	Name OrganizationRow10: Ohio Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow11: Ryan Wendinger
	Name OrganizationRow11: South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks
	Name StateRow12: Krista Lutzke
	Name OrganizationRow12: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow13: 
	Name OrganizationRow13: 
	Name StateRow14: 
	Name OrganizationRow14: 
	Name StateRow15: 
	Name OrganizationRow15: 
	Name StateRow16: 
	Name OrganizationRow16: 
	Name StateRow17: 
	Name OrganizationRow17: 
	Name StateRow18: 
	Name OrganizationRow18: 
	Agenda Provide meeting the meeting agendas for all meetings conducted in the past year Attach as separate documents as needed or use the space below to define the agenda itemsRow1: 
	Technical Working Committee Name: Public Lands Technical Working Committee
	Workgroup 1 Executive Summary: 
	Workgroup 2 Executive Summary: 
	Request for Action: The Public Lands Technical Working Committee has the following recommendations for the MAFWA Board of Directors to take into consideration and keep in mind at all times as they perform their duties related to MAFWA and their respective agencies:
 
- Protect the integrity of Wildlife Management Areas for the intended purposes of wildlife production and the wildlife-dependent uses of licensed hunting, trapping, angling.
 
- Support the clear separation of funding and staffing for shooting ranges from the management of WMAs.  
 
- Continue to support the participation of each state agency in the Public Lands Technical Working Committee. Attendance at the annual in-person meeting is extremely important to meaningful conversations and mutual learning. 
 
 
The Public Lands Technical Working Committee has the following requests for action for the MAFWA Board of Directors to take into consideration:
 
- Advocate for the inclusion of firearm suppressors into the sporting equipment being taxed for Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration funding. 
 
- Endorse a letter drafted by the Public Lands Technical Working Committee to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers requesting their support of grazing as a beneficial conservation tool which may be utilized on their fee title lands in all MAFWA states.
	Name StateRow0: Mitch Hess
	Name OrganizationRow0: Illinois Department of Natural Resources


