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Meeting Details 

Meeting Date(s): List dates of all meetings held in the past year. *500 Character Limit 

Meeting Location(s): List locations for each meeting held in the past year. *500 Character Limit 

Executive Summary 
Information contained in this section provides an overall summary of the committee meeting including a judgment of the meeting’s 
success compared to previous meetings. Photos or other additional documents that help convey the work of the committee in tis 
past year should be noted in the text but added to the end of this document as an attachment to the Annual Report PDF.                    
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Annual Report 

Director Information Items 
Information in this section should highlight the committee’s progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working 
Committee Charter, identify challenges or risks (perceived or realized) and include any other updates from Midwest state’s or 
relative business discussed. *3600 Character Limit 
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Committee Workgroups 
Identify workgroups that are associated with this TWC. Provide a brief 2-3 sentence summary of work accomplished in the past  
year. A workgroup is a smaller team that supports the goals and objectives of the TWC and is necessary and needed to help 
accomplish the work. It may include additional members not in the TWC but must be lead by a member of the TWC.                   
*650 Character Limit

Workgroup Name (1) States Member Lead 

Workgroup Name (2) States Member Lead 

Requests for Action 
List below any accompanying documents attached to the annual report. Note: All formal requests for action by the MAFWA Board 
of Directors must complete the appropriate forms with approvals by MAFWA Executive Committee prior to the Annual Board 
Meeting. Ex. Committee Charter, Request and Risk Assessment. See page 12 of the TWC Guidelines Manual for timelines and details. 
*1300 Character Limit  

Proposed Meeting Dates/Times/Location 
Dates and times the TWC will meet in the upcoming year. 
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Agenda 
Provide meeting information from the past year in the space below. If additional supporting documents are needed, please combine 
into a single PDF and use the space below to document what is attached. Before final submission to the MAFWA Executive 
Secretary. *4000 Character Limit


	Director Liaison: Amanda Wuestefeld
	Committee Vice Chair: Michelle Benavidez Westrich 
	Committee Chair: Lindsey Long
	Committee Recorder: Tricia Fry
	Meeting Dates List dates of all meetings held in the past year: Monthly for CWD topics (virtually) 
Annual Meeting - Feb. 24-26, 2026

	Meeting Locations List locations for each meeting held in the past year: Monthly recurring for CWD topics (virtually) 
Feb. 24-26, 2026 Madison, WI (in person)
	success compared to previous meetings:  
The Fish and Wildlife Health Committee had a very productive year. We highlight some of the committee's work below. 
 
1.   We continue to engage with our fish colleagues via the Great Lake Fish Health Committee and will begin development of fish welfare resources for state agencies this year. 
 
2.    A resolution was passed by AFWA Directors to support the Voluntary Best Management Practices (BMPs) related to the use of lead. These BMPs were developed with a number of partners including MAFWA's R3 committee. We held an in-person meeting with the MAFWA lead free work group in Minneapolis in early February 2026 to frame out next steps related to consistent, effective message development.
 
3.    The regional health coordinator continues to build capacity nationally, within MAFWA and member agencies. Dr. Fry collaborated closely with federal colleagues to amend USDA's New World Screwworm Playbook and is actively preparing states for the potential northward expansions of screwworm into the US.
 
4.    We continue to work with USGS National Wildlife Health Center on the development of the National Wildlife Disease Database. Our efforts include contributing data to the beta versions of the platform, and several of the MAFWA Fish & Wildlife Health Committee serve on the NWDD work groups. Tricia Fry also serves as the co-chair of the NWDD steering committee. 
 
5.    CWD remains a key focus of the committee, with ongoing engagement across multiple initiatives including the Objective 4 study, "Charting a New Course for Deer Disease Management: Regional Adaptive Management." This study will be taking place in Missouri and Michigan, with the potential to expand to other MAFWA states if funding becomes available. 
 
       2026 Annual Meeting Overview 
 
       The 2026 MAFWA Fish and Wildlife Health Committee meeting in Madison, Wisconsin brought together state and federal partners to address emerging challenges in wildlife and fish health, with a strong emphasis on evolving public values and welfare considerations. Discussions highlighted declining traditional revenue streams, evolving societal relationships with wildlife, and the need to more effectively communicate broad conservation benefits, including ecosystem integrity and human wellbeing for which fish and wildlife health plays a foundational role. A recurring theme was the growing influence of public perception on management decisions, particularly around animal welfare. Presentations explored reframing how we discuss wildlife health and challenges in fish euthanasia practices, and heightened scrutiny surrounding baitfish regulations and wildlife rehabilitation efforts.
 
       Committee members and guests identified gaps in policy, permitting, and inter-agency coordination, noting the need for standardized approaches and clearer leadership in wildlife welfare. Disease updates underscored ongoing concerns such as highly pathogenic avian influenza, chronic wasting disease, and emerging pathogens in amphibians, alongside continued surveillance and funding efforts. State reports reflected diverse regional issues, from disease outbreaks to regulatory changes and public engagement strategies. As always, the meeting emphasized collaboration, improved messaging, and adaptive management frameworks to address complex, interdisciplinary wildlife health challenges in a changing social and ecological landscape.
 
	Director Information Items Information in this section should highlight the committees progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working Committee Charter identify challenges or risks perceived or realized and include any other updates from Midwest states or relative business discussedRow1: 1.   The committee expresses its thanks to the Directors for extending Dr. Tricia Fry's contract for an additional 3 years. Her work with this committee, and others, along with her leadership in MAFWA generally has greatly increased capacity, partnership, communication with AFWA, other regional associations, Tribes, research groups, NGO partners and industry partners. 
 
2.    The committee elected Dr. Michelle Benavidez Westrich, Indiana,  as the committee chair. Dr. Mary Wood, Minnesota, was elected as vice-chair.  
 
3.   Increasing wildlife agency participation in USAHA - The mission of United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) is to develop and promote sound animal health solutions for public good. While the general "animal health" term is used, until recent history many decisions/recommendations on approaches to animal health focused on domestic animals or preserving domestic animals often without recognizing the cost that could occur to wildlife and ecosystems. In recent years, the importance of including fish and wildlife health professionals in the discussion has been identified especially has One Health initiatives have driven the interconnectedness of all health. The attendance of wildlife health specialists continues to promote this idea and allows for frank discussion of disease issues especially at the interface with domestic and public health. State fish and wildlife agencies have not yet been included as allied members of this organization and with persistent attendance, support from partners in domestic animal health (in WI, DATCP), and active involvement, the discussion is stronger. We request that MAFWA support for Dr. Tricia Fry's membership to USAHA and her attendance at future meetings and encourage state Directors to support the same for their wildlife health leads. 
       
       Approved resolutions from the USAHA board are submitted to federal agencies, most notably USDA. These resolutions have been used in some instances to garner additional funds for programs that benefit state wildlife agencies. One example is continued support and expansion of CWD management grants.
 
4.   The committee is renewing their commitment to compiling a white paper to inform on the current state of knowledge regarding per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) contamination in fish and wildlife, including key exposure pathways, ecological impacts, monitoring efforts, and existing policies and policy gaps on safe levels of consumption from harvested fish and wildlife. 
 
5.   The committee is taking steps to develop and fund a regional turkey health study. 
 
 
 
 
 
	Workgroup Name 1: 
	States Member Lead: 
	Workgroup Name 2: 
	States Member Lead_2: 
	Proposed Meeting DatesTimesLocation: April 13 - 15, 2027, Kentucky
	Name StateRow1: Deb Hudman (not present), Brigid Niemeyer
	Name OrganizationRow1: Missouri 
	Name StateRow2: Chris Jacques (not present)
	Name OrganizationRow2: Illinois 
	Name StateRow3: Michelle Benavidez Westrich
	Name OrganizationRow3: Indiana 
	Name StateRow4: Rachel Ruden (not present)
	Name OrganizationRow4: Iowa 
	Name StateRow5: Shane Hesting (not present)
	Name OrganizationRow5: Kansas 
	Name StateRow6: Christine Casey (not present), Kate Williams
	Name OrganizationRow6: Kentucky 
	Name StateRow7: Kelsey Saboraki (not present)
	Name OrganizationRow7: Manitoba 
	Name StateRow8: Mitch Marcus, Scott Larsen
	Name OrganizationRow8: Michigan 
	Name StateRow9: Michelle Carstensen (Not Present) Mary Wood (Not Present)
	Name OrganizationRow9: Minnesota
	Name StateRow10: Marnee Roundtree
	Name OrganizationRow10: Nebraska 
	Name StateRow11: Logan Weyland
	Name OrganizationRow11: North Dakota 
	Name StateRow12: Clint McCoy (not present)
	Name OrganizationRow12: Ohio 
	Name StateRow13: Iga Stasiak (not present)
	Name OrganizationRow13: Saskatchewan 
	Name StateRow14: Steve Griffin  
	Name OrganizationRow14: South Dakota 
	Name StateRow15: Larissa Nituch  (not present)
	Name OrganizationRow15: Ontario
	Name StateRow16: Tricia Fry
	Name OrganizationRow16: MAFWA
	Name StateRow17: Erik Hildebrand, Patrick Hagen
	Name OrganizationRow17: Minnesota
	Name StateRow18: 
	Name OrganizationRow18: 
	Agenda Provide meeting the meeting agendas for all meetings conducted in the past year Attach as separate documents as needed or use the space below to define the agenda itemsRow1:   
Agendas for the Fish and Wildlife Health Committee is included at the end of this annual reports, as are state, province and partner updates. 
 
	Technical Working Committee Name: Fish and Wildlife Health Committee 2026
	Workgroup 1 Executive Summary: 
	Workgroup 2 Executive Summary: 
	Request for Action:  
No action items
 
 
 
	Name StateRow0: Lindsey Long, Jasmine Batten 
	Name OrganizationRow0: Wisconsin 


