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Director Liaison Committee Vice Chair 

Committee Chair Committee Recorder 

Meeting Details 

Meeting Date(s) and Location(s): List dates of all meetings held in the past year. *500 Character Limit 

Executive Summary 
Information contained in this section provides an overall summary of the committee meeting including a judgment of the meeting’s 
success compared to previous meetings. Photos or other additional documents that help convey the work of the committee in this
past year should be noted in the text but added to the end of this document as an attachment to the Annual Report PDF.
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Annual Report 

Director Information Items 
Information in this section should highlight the committee’s progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working 
Committee Charter, identify challenges or risks (perceived or realized) and include any other updates from Midwest state’s or 
relative business discussed. *3600 Character Limit 
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Committee Workgroups 
Identify workgroups that are associated with this TWC. Provide a brief 2-3 sentence summary of work accomplished in the past  
year. A workgroup is a smaller team that supports the goals and objectives of the TWC and is necessary and needed to help 
accomplish the work. It may include additional members not in the TWC but must be lead by a member of the TWC.
*650 Character Limit
Workgroup Name (1) States Member Lead 

Workgroup Name (2) States Member Lead 

Requests for Action 
List below any accompanying documents attached to the annual report. Note: All formal requests for action by the MAFWA Board 
of Directors must complete the appropriate forms with approvals by MAFWA Executive Committee prior to the Annual Board 
Meeting. Ex. Committee Charter, Request and Risk Assessment. See page 12 of the TWC Guidelines Manual for timelines and details. 
*1300 Character Limit

Proposed Meeting Dates/Times/Location 
Dates and times the TWC will meet in the upcoming year. 
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Agenda 
Provide meeting information from the past year in the space below. If additional supporting documents are needed, please 
combine into a single PDF and use the space below to document what is attached. Before final submission to the MAFWA 
Executive Secretary. *4000 Character Limit


	Director Liaison: Chris Kennedy
	Committee Vice Chair: Ben Beardmore
	Committee Chair: Ellie Prentice
	Committee Recorder: Peter Fritzell
	Meeting Locations List locations for each meeting held in the past year: July 22, 2025 - Summer technical committee meeting

August 14, 2025 - Presentation of results from benefits declaration workshop. Technical Committee, MLI and additional guests 

January 26, 2026 - Conservation Social Science Symposium at MFWC (in person)

April 7, 2026 - Spring technical committee meeting



All meetings outside of MFWC held virtually
	success compared to previous meetings:  

For FY26, the technical committee focused on communicating results of the Benefits Declaration workshop hosted at the 2025 MFWC, and organizing a symposium for the 2026 MFWC. Committee members also developed several Multistate Conservation Grant proposals. While these proposals were not funded this year, the committee plans to resubmit next year, or explore alternative avenues for funding regional conservation social science projects. 



In alignment with the theme of the MFWC this year, the committee's symposium was titled: Conservation social science and human dimensions: Understanding, measuring and amplifying connections between people and nature



Symposium Abstract: The conservation and management of fish and wildlife resources is a dynamic interplay between people and nature. With new research, engagement, evaluation, and attention to the social context of both management decisions and agency governance, a greater emphasis is being placed on understanding the social side of conservation. This symposium is hosted by the MAWFA Conservation Social Science / Human Dimensions technical working group to a) showcase social science research that is relevant to fish and wildlife conservation and management, as well as agency outreach and engagement strategies, and b) to provide a forum for interaction for social scientists from across the region. This is an open symposium, and authors are encouraged to submit relevant research on topics pertaining to the conservation and management of fish, wildlife, and their habitats, and the engagement of the public in conservation-related activities, drawing on the theories and methods of sociology, psychology, economics, anthropology, and other social sciences. This symposium will help facilitate discussion of how social science can address conservation challenges in the region and identify opportunities for collaboration and coordination across boundaries. We encourage submissions that relate to the conference theme of “People, Animals, Ecosystems: Finding Common Connections.” In particular, this symposium will include a special focus on benefits of nature and indicators of wellbeing, but submissions on all topics engaging social science approaches are welcome.

The symposium included 7 presentations from across the region, titled: 



Linking Yard Biodiversity in Central Iowa with Homeowner Values, Attitudes, and Practices

Keeping a Pulse on Conservation: Using Quarterly Surveys for Rapid Feedback and Long-term Monitoring

Hook, Line, and Landscape: Linking Angler Typologies to Lake Attributes

Can Hunting Control Chronic Wasting Disease? Deer Harvest and Support for CWD Management in Illinois 

Hesitation to Participation: Landowner Engagement in Wetland Restoration 

Allies, Skeptics, and Neutrals: Segmenting for Relevancy

Wellbeing: Assessing and Engaging Communities in Missouri's Priority Geographies



After the symposium presentations, a small group of presenters and audience members participated in the symposium discussion session. The group discussed symposium themes and approaches for monitoring and assessing connections between people and nature. The discussion also focused on careers in conservation social science, with grad students sharing their career aspirations and asking questions of more senior folks, and those with more experience in the field sharing their trajectories, reflections and advice.
	Director Information Items Information in this section should highlight the committees progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working Committee Charter identify challenges or risks perceived or realized and include any other updates from Midwest states or relative business discussedRow1: The committee continues to make progress towards a more connected network of conservation social science researchers and practioners in the Midwest region. The Benefits Declaration workshop held at the 2025 Midwest through the support of MAFWA continues to guide conversations and research collaboration around benefits-based management. 



Through regular meetings and email discussions, the committee supports members through sharing resources and recommendations, strategizing around common problems and developing shared priorities for regional social science inquiry. Though MSCG proposals submitted by committee members were not funded this year, the committee remains committed to regional collaboration with MLI and the value of developing a longitudinal dataset that includes indicators of conservation-based wellbeing. The committee also remains committed to developing engagement resources for SFWAs at different points in their relevancy journey.  



The annual symposium continues to provide an important opportunity to meet and share research with conservation professionals outside of social science and this year in particular, provided a valuable means of connecting graduate students with social scientists working in agency contexts. 


	Workgroup Name 1: 
	States Member Lead: 
	Workgroup Name 2: 
	States Member Lead_2: 
	Proposed Meeting DatesTimesLocation: Quarterly virtual meetings, dates TBD
	Name StateRow1: Ben Beardmore
	Name OrganizationRow1: Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow2: Kiandra Rajala
	Name OrganizationRow2: US Fish and Wildlife Service
	Name StateRow3: Peter Fritzell
	Name OrganizationRow3: Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow4: Tom Bidrowski
	Name OrganizationRow4: Kansas Dept. of Wildlife and Parks
	Name StateRow5: Emily Pomeranz
	Name OrganizationRow5: Michigan State University/Michigan DNR
	Name StateRow6: Adam Landon
	Name OrganizationRow6: Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow7: Stephanie Buckley
	Name OrganizationRow7: South Dakota Game and Fish
	Name StateRow8: Shannon Fera 
	Name OrganizationRow8: Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow9: Allison Henderson
	Name OrganizationRow9: Saskatewan Ministry for the Environment
	Name StateRow10: Chris Crowder
	Name OrganizationRow10: Nebraska Game and Parks
	Name StateRow11: 
	Name OrganizationRow11: 
	Name StateRow12: 
	Name OrganizationRow12: 
	Name StateRow13: 
	Name OrganizationRow13: 
	Name StateRow14: 
	Name OrganizationRow14: 
	Name StateRow15: 
	Name OrganizationRow15: 
	Name StateRow16: 
	Name OrganizationRow16: 
	Name StateRow17: 
	Name OrganizationRow17: 
	Name StateRow18: 
	Name OrganizationRow18: 
	Agenda Provide meeting the meeting agendas for all meetings conducted in the past year Attach as separate documents as needed or use the space below to define the agenda itemsRow1:  July 22, 2025 - Summer technical committee meeting

- Introductions

- MSCG proposals

- Benefits Declaration update

-2026 Symposium themes

-Roundtable updates and open discussion



August 14, 2025 - Presentation of results from benefits declaration workshop. Technical Committee, MLI and additional guests 



January 26, 2026 - Conservation Social Science Symposium at MFWC (in person)

- Research presentations

- Facilitated discussion



April 7, 2026 - Spring technical committee meeting

- Update on executive committee changes

- Symposium recap

- Roundtable updates

- Discussion

 

 
	Technical Working Committee Name: Conservation Social Science/Human Dimensions
	Workgroup 1 Executive Summary: 
	Workgroup 2 Executive Summary: 
	Request for Action: 
	Name StateRow0: Ellie Prentice
	Name OrganizationRow0: Missouri Dept. of Conservation


