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Introduction
	Last week in Matthew 23:1-12 we looked at some general comments JS said to multitude 
and disciples following Him about religious hypocrites i.e. scribes and Pharisees
hypocrite = a person with a mask in front of their face, Usee the mask not the face
Jesus said they will tell you what to do but not do it themselves 1-7
	They add religious weights to others
	They try to be seen as religious
	They love recognition and special greetings
Jesus said to His disciples what they should do 8-12
	You should not seek names and titles
	You should be called a servant and humble
	Today in Mt23:13-39 Jesus pronounces 7 specific woes to the scribes and Pharisees
w. the formula: ‘woe to you scribes and Pharisees hypocrites’ 2313,15,16,23,25, 27,29
		ουαιι = woe = how horrible it will be, horror, disaster, calamity, Mt11:20 of 				cities., anger from, not only wrath but also sorrow, condemnation
This is the strongest language Jesus uses in the New Testament
	Hypocrites, fools, blind, tombs,  fools, blind, tombs, brood of vipers, serpents
Woe[s] To Religious Hypocrites Who …
1. Keep People From Entering the Kingdom of Heaven 13-14
	But woe to you scribes and Pharisees hypocrites 13
		for you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men 
for U neither go in nor do U allow others to enter in
	=>oppose Jesus as the way the truth and the life, see J9 and the man born blind
		Kingdom of heaven – Mt 4:17, 10:17
		Converted to enter kingdom of heaven  5:20  7:21  18:3 19:14
		Jesus is the way the truth and the life no man comes to the Father but … J14:6
		Do U gather people to Jesus or scatter them from Him Mt12:30, Lk11:23
	Note v14 …devouring widows houses and for pretense long prayers
		Not in oldest mss of Matthew but in Mark12:40 and Lukek20:47
		The point would be religious hypocrites take advantage of the most vulnerable
			Long prayers to impress people                     
2. Promote Legalism Among Followers 15
	But woe to you scribes and Pharisees hypocrites
		For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte
		You make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves
		traditions = required Mt15:2-6, Mark7:3-13
=>promotion of legalism, man-made rules ‘to help’, but they don’t,
		People who are legalists are aggressive and insistent on their way
		Instead look at the word and practice it, there often is more than one right way
3. Word-Engineer Their Way Around God’s Word 16-22
	But woe to you blind guides [change in addressee of the woe]
		You say swear by the templ nothing only swearing by the Au of th templ obligates
			Which is more important the Au or the temple that sanctifies???
			Swear by altar nothing but by the gift on the altar obligated
			Which is greater??? If you swear you are swearing by God. 						Foolishness, this type of reasoning is called casuistry, Jews used frequent
		They manipulate words and argue over words, casuistry, word engineering
=>We know what is more important, greater from the Word of God, if we need to know
		We should not look for word engineering ways around what the Word says ever
		Some things are not worth talking about
4th  Major on the Minors, See the Little But Neglect The Big 23-24
	But woe to you scribes and Pharisees hypocrites
		Tithe is a tenth, but the tenth is a tenth of all
		They pay a tithe of the herbs in their garden but miss: the law, justice, mercy, faith
		They find the gnat, a very small thing, but miss the camel, a very big thing[s]
	=>Not wrong to tithe of your herb-garden that is a little thing, shows attention to detail
		But we should not miss the big things or worse neglect them if we see them
		There are matters which are weightier and matters which are lesser
5th  Emphasize A Clean \Look on The Outside But are Inwardly Dirty 25-26
	But woe to you scribes and Pharisees hypocrites
		Clean the outside but the inside is full of all sorts of evil
	Blind – third time JS has used this term of the scribes and Pharisees
		First clean the inside then the outside
	The problem is the obsession with external appearances without due attention to the inner 
spiritual relationship with God
	=>this is almost a definition of hypocrisy-we put on a face people see, but behind the face 		we are thinking all sorts of bad things, we should be clean on inside first and then	
6th  Cover Up Death Inside 27-28
	But woe to you scribes and Pharisees hypocrites
		Look like whitewashed tombs, custom was to whitewash around Passover
appear beautiful, but inside full of dead bones – false appearance
		You outwardly appear righteous but inside full of hypocrisy and lawlessness
		Similar to the 5th woe
	=>hypocrites present false appearances, things appear beautiful and pure but they are the 
opposite
7th  Live With Contradictions Between What They Do and Say 29-36
	But woe to you scribes and Pharisees hypocrites
		Live with contradictions between what they do and what they say
		Build and adorn the tombs of the prophets
		Say, if we had lived in the days of our fathers we would not .. with them in the 
blood of the prophets
		This is exactly what they have done with John and will do with Jesus
		No escape from hell!!!
		From the blood of Abel to Zechariah, son of Berechiah, see Zc1:1
	=>hypocrites like to think that they would be better than others and not do bad things.  Of 
course this is only talk.  The rejection of Jesus shows this contradictory thinking 
of hypocrisy
Jesus spoke very strongly against hypocrites.  
Learn from Jesus woes to the scribes and Pharisees, JS condemns w strong language
JS said that hypocrites not escape condemnation of hell 33, on U all the righteous blood 35
Also learn from Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem’s rejection of Him.
Jesus Lament 37-39
	The hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees did not please Jesus it grieved Him
	Jesus lamented Jerusalem kills the prophets, stones those sent to her
	JS/God wanted to gather His people together like a hen her chicks – but they not willing
	Your house left to you desolate – See JS no more till U say
		Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord Ps118:26/Mt21:9
