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Introduction
	During the last few weeks I hv been thinking about subjects for topical messages after the Matthew series
		Prayer is always an important subject
	Hopefully you have experienced answered prayer in your life, for me lately…
		I prayed for the house Sandy and I recently bought, many answered prayers
		I prayed for wisdom to buy a lawn tractor for new house, greatly reduced price
		I prayed for wisdom selling some personal property, sold at a good price
		I pray for help with messages and I feel the Lord gives me insights and help
BUT I have also had unanswered prayers
Today I would like to share some reasons for unanswered prayer i.e. prayer that seems to go unanswered
	There is no single txt that explains unanswered prayer, but a numbr of texts give guidance
12 Reasons for Unanswered Prayer [arranged by book order]
1. Time Is Not Right For You Yet
	Scripture – 1 Samuel 1:20
		Hannah had no children and she prayed for several years v3, i.e. the time was not right
		In the fulness of time God gave her a child – Samuel = God hears, I asked him…
		Many examples of the time not right:  Abraham and Sarah, Zacharias and Elizabth
	Reason for Unanswered Prayer – the time is not right.  God has a reason for you waiting,
		Maybe you have to grow spiritually, physically, timing is important and God’s is perfect
2. Be Careful What You Ask For
	Scripture – 1 Samuel 8:18
		The people of Israel asked God for a king to be like other nations.  
Samuel sees this as a mistake but the Lord lets Samuel give them a king.  
Samuel explains that having a king will bring burdens and obligations that they will cry 
out to God for relief BUT the Lord will not hear them.
	Reason for Unanswered Prayer – You can’t ask God for one thing, receive it and then be 
unhappy with it and ask for something different, you need to be careful what you ask for
3. The Book of Job
	Scripture – the book of Job
		Job was a praying man 1:5 a blameless upright man who feared God 1:8
		God allows Satan to do what he pleases to Job except take his life 1:12, 2:6
		Job’s response includes1:20 and 2:10, but also prayer 10:9, 16:17 and lots of complaining
		Job complained, wanted an explanation 10:1-2, 31:35 but got none 19:7 
	Reason for Unanswered Prayer
		Job never got an answer to his complaints/prayer, we may never get an answer as well
		The Lord does answer Job in chap. 38-41, this answer states God’s right to do as He wills
God had His own reasons to allow Job to go through what he did
In the end Job confesses his complaining 40:4-5 and worships God 42:1-6
4. Sin You Are Not Dealing With
	Scripture – Isaiah 59:1-2
		God can reach His hand, God can save, God can hear
		BUT sins separate us from God so that He does hear
			Sins mentioned:  what do with hands, what speak with lips, not call for 
justice, avoid truth, speaking lies, conceiving evil, thoughts of sin, follow 
crooked paths, see Is 1:15 hands full of blood…I will not listen
	Reason for Unanswered Prayer  - sin in your life, probably known but possibly unknown
		God does not hear the prayer of the sinner, except the prayer of repentance
5. Lifestyle of Not Hearing God
	Scripture – Jeremiah 7:16, 11:6-14, Zechariah 7:11-13
Jeremiah is told not to pray for the people of Israel because of their provoking the 
Lord to anger with their adherence to idolatry.  God will not hear even Jeremiah if 

he prayed for them.  In Zechariah the Lord called and they did not hear and they 
called [prayed] and the Lord did not hear
	Reason for Unanswered Prayer – a lifestyle of not hearing God
6. Hypocrisy 
	Scripture – Jeremiah 42:20
		Jeremiah is rebuking people who asked him to pray, but they had already 
determined what the answer from God should be, 
Jeremiah calls them ‘hypocrites in your hearts’
	Reason for Unanswered Prayer – hypocrisy, I think also Jesus in Mt6:5-7 speaks to the issue
of hypocrisy in prayer – praying to be seen by others, praying with many words 
without meaning
7. Practice Evil Deeds
	Scripture – Micah 3:4
		Micah is addressing rulers of Israel who ignore justice, hate good and love evil, 
and treat people like meat to be eaten i.e. evil deeds
	Reason for Unanswered Prayer – God will not hear those who practice evil deeds 
including social injustices to the disadvantaged
8. God’s Judgment
	Scripture – Habakkuk 1:2
		Habakkuk is witnessing the judgment of God on his people Israel and he cries out 
to God but God does not hear and do anything.  The Lord explains he is not 
answering Habakkuk’s prayer because He is bringing judgment to His people for their sin
	Reason for Unanswered Prayer – Judgment by God precludes Him answering any prayer
		but a prayer of repentance.
9. Need To Learn Persistence
	Scripture – Luke 18:1-5
		Jesus is teaching a lesson about persevering in prayer and having faith
		Those who believe God persevere in prayer, their faith is in their perseverance
	Reason for Unanswered Prayer – you do not persist in prayer, you do not have faith that 
		God will answer your prayer of faith, He is not saying ‘no’, He is saying pray
10. Outside The Will Of God
	Scripture – 2Co12:7-10
		The apostle Paul had a ‘thorn in the flesh’.  Three times he asked the Lord to 
remove it.  The Lord’s response was my grace is sufficient for you for my strength 
is made perfect in weakness
	Reason for Unanswered Prayer – God’s will is that we sometimes need to live with an 
infirmity.  We might pray for its removal or healing but God’s will is that we live 
with it so that His grace and mercy are seen, God has reasons known to Himself
Mt6:8-13 the little phrase in v10 ‘Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven’
11. Unbelief Or Not Of Faith
	Scripture – James 1:5-8
		James digresses from trials and lessons God teaches to prayer - asking God.  
Asking God should be by faith without doubting.  The one who doubts receives nothing
	Reason for Unanswered Prayer – unbelief, no faith
12. Asking For Worldly Things
	Scripture – James 4:3-4
		You do not have because you do not ask [i.e. pray], what you do ask for you ask 
amiss i.e. for wrong things or worldly things, you ask for things to give you worldly
pleasure, your asking is with the wrong attitude as well - pride instead of humility Dn1012
	Reason for Unanswered Prayer
		You are asking for worldly things and/or you are asking with the wrong attitude
