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Introduction
	Last week we looked at Mt13:1-23 in which JS began teaching with parables
	JS taught the parable of the sower and gave us 4diff responses to hearing the word of God
		Seed on wayside – unresponsive hearers – hear but do not understand, refuse to understand
		Seed on stones – superficial hearers – hear, rcv w joy, no roots in self, trib/pers comes and shrivel 
		seed in thorns – worldly hearers – hear, cares of world, deceitfulness of riches choke and no fruit
		seed good soil – responsive hearers – hear the word, receive and understand bear fruit
		he who has ears to hear let him hear
	Today in Mt13:24-43 JS continues teaching with 3 parables related by the theme of growth 
		Matthew is the only gospel writer that uses the phrase ‘Kingdom of Heaven’, 31X
			Initially in the gospel it is used in reference to Jesus becoming King 3:2, 4:17, 10:7
			After it is clear the Jewish leadership will not receive Him, mysteries, change 11:12 13:11
			Then the phrase looks forward to a future time when JS rule as king 25:1ff
		The present form of the kingdom of heaven on earth is the church
		So for us, these three parables concern church growth, JS introduces each with ‘another parable…’
			Disclaimer:  This message is not a ‘how to grow your church in 3 EZ steps’ message
I.  Three Church Growth Parables Given 24-33
	A. Growth Parable – Tares among Wheat 24-30
		Another parable – αλλος , another of the same kind, parable of the sower
KOH is lik a man who sowed gd sd in his field bt whil he slept enemy sowed tares
			Tares – weed that resembles wheat when young, bearded darnel plant, 
it can be infected by a poisonous fungus, contaminate a field!!!
		grain sprouted and produced a crop, tares also produced a crop
		servants asked how good seed sowed now has tares?
		An enemy did this
			Rome had a law against doing what was done by the enemy in JS parable
		Servants inquired whether they should go and pull up the tares
		Do not pull up lest you damage the wheat, let both grow, sort out at harvest time
			Roots of wheat are weaker than roots of darnel
		Harvest first gather up tares bind and burn, then wheat and put into my barn
	B. Growth Parable – Mustard Seed 31-32
		Another parable – αλλος , another of the same kind
		KOH is like a mustard seed, man sowed in his field, least of seeds but grows great
			Mustard seed is smallest of herb seed, grows to a tree size
			Not a lesson in botany but a lesson in growth
		Becomes a tree and birds of the air come and nest in branches
	C. Growth Parable – Leaven 33
		Another parable – αλλος , another of the same kind
		KOH is like leaven which a woman hid in three measures till all leavened
			A lesson growth, expansion due to leaven
II. Comment on Use of Parables 34-35
	A. Recall Jesus previous explanation of parables in 13:11-17
		Mysteries of the KOH revealed to those who believe in JS
		Mysteries of KOH concealed from those who see but do not see, 
hear but do not hear, whose hearts are hardened
	B. Now Matthew notes JS spoke to the multitudes in parables
		Fulfill the prophet - Ps 78:2-  open My mouth in parables, utter secrets…
		Note context of Ps78 is God speaking to rebellious Israel, Matthew applying
			To the ppl of JS day, in particular the Pharisees/scribes who rejected Him
III. Three Church Growth Parables Interpreted 36-43
	A. Jesus’ Interpretation of the parable of the tares among wheat 36-43
		D’s ask Jesus to explain the parable to them 36
		JS defines parts of the parable 37-39
			He who sows good seed 		= the Son of Man 			37
			The field 				= the world 			38a
			The good seeds 			= the sons of the kingdom 		38b
			Tares [weeds]			= sons of the wicked one 		38c
			enemy who sowed the tares 		= the devil 			39a
			The harvest 			= the end of the age 			39b
			The reapers 			= the angels 			39c
		JS explains 38-43a
			As the tares gathered and burned in the fire, the SonOfM send His angels
				Gather those who offend and practice lawlessness cast into furnace 
of fire weeping and gnashing of teeth 812 1350 2213  2451  2530
			Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
		He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 43b
	B. Jesus’ Interpretation of the parables of the mustard seed and leaven
		Jesus did not interpret these parables hence the problem interpreting
	C. My interpretation of the parables of the mustard seed and leaven
		There are two possible interpretations for each parable:  positive OR negative
			Mustard seed + start very small, outward phenomenl growth of the church 
					-the parable is about growth but also evil find a home
						Recall birds in 13:19, Dn4:12 and Ezk17:23
			Leaven +  similar 2mustard seed, littl produces large influence, transform
-leaven is always negative use in NT, influence of bad teaching, 
spread of wickedness Mt165,6,11,12 and 1Co56,7,8
		I checked 8commentaries on Matthew, all good and conservative, but not all agree
			Commentary	Year Pub	View of Mustard Seed		View of Leaven
			Mat. Henry	1721		+		+
			DTS Bib.Know	1983		+		+
			McGee		1983		-		-
			Carson		1984		+		+
			France		1985		+		+
			MacArthur		1987		+		+
			Wiersbe		1989		-		-
			Swindoll		2020		+		-
		Observation
			Note parable of tares/wheat and interpretation bookend the other parables
				This suggests these parables shld Binterp alng the same lines as the 
				Tares/wheat parable, in other words some negative aspect w grwth
Also suggesting this, the word ‘another’ in v24&31, … of the same kind
		Conclusion – best to see both parables talking abt growth but with a negative side
			As you can see, others do not agree, this is my best today 
Lessons
	1. Church growth has followed the pattern of the parables.  Grown,  phenomenal growth, 
but there has also been the growth of doctrinal error and cults within the church
		The warnings of Jesus, Paul and Peter about false teaching never more
important than now   Mt715 2411,24 2Th21-12 1Ti41, 2Ti31 2Pt21ff
2. We need to be as true and faithful to God and the Word of God as we can in combatting 
error, but we should not go to extremes and go on witch hunts to seek out and root 
out evil and fakes.  This should be left the Lord.  Jesus will build His church.
	3. The Lord will cleanse His church at the end of the age.
	4. Jesus ended His growth parables section with the admonition to listen carefully.
Hearing and doing what JS says is surely the best way to grow ours or any church	
