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Introduction
The day we call Father’s Day is a relatively new holiday
	1908 Grace Colden Clayton proposed 2honor 360men died in WV mining accidnt
	1910 Sonora Smart Dodd who had 5 brothers raised by widower father attended a 
mothers day service in Spokane Washington, started to campaign for a 
‘fathers day’
	1972 Richard Nixon made the 3rd Sunday of June Father’s Day
I usually have paired Mother’s Day and Father’s Day messages 
	This year I did Mothers Day on Deborah in Judges 4
	Anyone know who Deborah’s husband was? Verses in Bible? Times mentioned?
	So if I did a Father’s Day message on Lapidoth, we would be done
	Deborah associated w Barak as a general in army, but not a Father’s Day connctn
As I began to think about the subject for this Father’s Day message, 					I realized I have not done one on God the Father
Please do not think of this as an oversight or a ‘2nd  best’ but as the Lord’s leading
So this year, I chose to look at the Fatherhood of God, God as Father, Our Father
I.  The Fatherhood of God in The Old Testament
A. Father is used ~1128 times in the OT
	Of the 1128, ~ only 7 use ‘Father’ directly with respect to God
	Of the 1128, ~10 more are using figurative imagery to describe relationship with 
God as a father and son
	B. Figurative way of thinking of relationship with God as Father
		Father of children Ex4:22-23 Dt1:31 14:1 Hos 1:10 11:1
		Father protector/provider Ps68:5
		Father with compassion Ps103:13
		Father who corrects His children Pv3:11-12
	C. Literal [more so] way of thinking of God as Father
		Father that is due honor and respect Mal 1:6
		Father as creator of all Mal 2:10 Jer31:9 Is 64:8
		Father as the one His people cry to in times of trouble Jer3:4
		Father from the beginning Is63:16
	Though the idea of God as Father is not a major theme in the OT, the theme is certainly 
present in figurative and literal ways	
II. The Fatherhood of God in The New Testament
	A. Father is used ~383 times in the NT
		Of the 383, ~ 241 are used in reference to God as Father
			God as Father is understood as part of our doctrine of the triune God
			God The Father, God The Son and God The Holy Spirit 
		Of the 241 ~102 are in the gospel of John 
	B. God the Father in the gospel of John [selected]
		Seen in the only begotten of the Father, Jesus Christ, full of grace and truth 114,18
		As many as rcv JS, He gves the right to becom children of God, born of God 112-13
		His love for His Son J335
		Shows the Son what He is to do 519
		Honor due to the Father is also due to the Son 523 Son seeks to glorify Father 1228
		Father gives to the Son, the Son does the will of the Father 737-38 1015, 32,37-38
		Taught the Son, the Son speaks what the Father taught Him 828
		Gives a Helper to help believers forever 1416
		Gives to those who ask in Jesus’ name 1623,26
	C. God the Father in the rest of the New Testament [selected]
		‘sons’ have distinguishing character:  love their enemies, bless those who curse U
do good 2those who hateU and pray 4those who spitefully use U  Mt544-45
		an all knowing and seeing Father Mt6:4, 18
knows your needs before you ask, it is not many words that He wants Mt6:8, 32
gives good gifts to His children who ask Him Mt7:11
		cares for all your essential needs Mt6:26,32
		knows how to give good things to those who ask Him Mt7:11
		wants the righteous to shine forth Mt 13:43
		expresses His love that believers called sons of God 1J3:1
		relationship of sons and daughters is evidenced by separation fm world 2Co6:18
		blessed believers with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies E1:3
		gives every good and perfect gift to His children Ja1:17
		begotten us again to living hope 1Pt1:3
		let’s us know Him 1J2:13
	D. ‘Our Father …’ in Heaven Mt 6:9a
		The Lord’s Prayer
			That is what we call it, but it is really the prayer the Lord taught His D’s
		Context
			Mt 5-7 is the Sermon on the Mount – what everyone needs to hear and do
			6:5 JS turns to prayer – do not be like the hypocrites – pray to be seen by...
			6:6 but go into inner room, shut door, pray to Father who sees in secret
			6:7 when U pray do not use vain repletion as the heathen do, think heard...
			6:8 When U pray – do not be like them, your Father knows, pray this way
				This is a model for prayer not a formula
		Text – ‘Our Father…’ Mt 6:9a
			‘Our Father’ used 13X’s in NT, here and Lk11:2 used  for D’s in prayer
				Other uses not by Jesus, part of greeting Ro1:7  1Co1:3  2Co1:2…
				Jesus is teaching His followers to address God in prayer as ‘Father’ 
as He did [Mk14:36]
			1st person plural pronoun ‘our’
				JS uses ‘your Father’ when D’s seeking forgiveness of sin 6:14-15
				JS says ‘My Father’ speaking of His unique Sonship/authority 1125
				JS is not including Himself – He is teaching them a way to pray
				‘our’ implies relationship, not all, but for believers, group prayer
			How could God be our Father?
				Jesus is a ‘Son’ by nature – only begotten of the Father J1:14
				We [‘our’] are sons by adoption, children by adoption Ro815-16,23
					My father was adopted, he was his adopted parents son
					John 1:12 receive Him, Ga3:26 faith in Jesus
				We cry out Abba Father Ga 4:5-6 
					Abba is Aramaic term for endearment, close family, some 
have rendered ‘Daddy’, if used as a childish address wrong
					Abba is Aramaic – the language JS spoke, Father from Grk
Knowing God as ‘Father’ is a spcl priv being in God’s family
				Mk14:36 JS in prayer in Gethsemane said Abba Father
					Cranfield – JS use expressed His consciousness of a 
unique relationship to God and His authorizing them to 
address God in this way is to be understood as giving them 
a share in this relationship to God
		Our Father – personal, caring, relationship not about protocol but about 
approaching God w the truth of Who He is, group prayer
Close and pray the Lord’s prayer together as it should be done.

