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Introduction
	Growing up as a child my parents taught me to wash my hands after bathroom, before eat
	Since childhood I have learned about germs and I have become more conscientious in wash hands 
	I heard some years ago this astonishing statistic we touch our faces 3K times per day!!!
		Since then, I started washing my hands even more frequently
	I have never actually counted how many times a day I wash my hands but I guess 25-50
	You may consider me obsessive and you may be right
	I will say this about my handwashing – I do not do it because of a religious conviction, Bible verse
or tradition in the Sykes family
	Today in Matthew 15:1-20 JS interacts with some people who do see handwashing as a religious tradition
Today the handwashing tradition, parallel but expanded Mk7:1-23
I.  The Handwashing Tradition 1-2
	A. Traditionalists 1
		Scribes and Pharisees from Jerusalem – first time rlgs leaders fm Jer came to JS
			Jesus has become widely known for ministry in Galilee, they go to see
			Other Pharisees opposed Jesus in 12:14 see also Mk7:3-4
		Scribes/Pharisees thot of by common ppl as ‘best’ of Jewish rligus pract. 1st cent
	B. Question 2
		Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? See Mk7:3-4
			This question is an accusation, not an honest inquiry
			‘Your disciples’ – they ff Jesus and they are doing wrong, you not correct
			Transgress – overstepping, explicit disobedience, term used of sin
			Tradition – something handed down by word of mouth fm gen to gen
			Of the elders – the scribes and Pharisees predecessors, by first cent 
supplanted the law
			Tradition designed to protect the law, a fence so law not broken
For they do not wash their hands before they eat bread.
	Tradition developed in intertestamental period washing hands B eating
		It came about as a way of ceremonial cleansing in case U touched 
someone or something unclean, very specific process …
			Law defined specific situations for cleansing, Lv1124,25,27,28,29,31,39 158,10,19
but this goes beyond the law – nothing in Scip of ppl wash B4 eat
II. Jesus and Tradition 3-9
	A. Question 3
		Why do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition?
			countercharge
		Rhetorical, they do by putting tradition over commandments
		Transgression of a commandment is more serious than transgression of a tradition
	B. Jesus answers 4-9
		1. God’s commandments say 4
			Honor your father and mother Ex20:1 AND 
he who curses father …let him be put to death Ex21:17 Lv19:18
		2. But you Scribes and Pharisees say – tradition 5-7
			whoever says to his father…
whatever profit U might have received from me is a gift to God
then he need not honor his father or mother Mk7:11 Corban
word engineer way to get around fulfilling Scriptural command
			thus tradition of men cancels the commandment of God
			Hypocrites
		3. Prophet Isaiah says … 8-9
Is29:13
these ppl draw near to Me with their mouth and honor Me with their lips			all talk and lip service
but their heart is far from Me
		God cares about the heart, 1Sm167 2Ch169a Ezk3626-27 Dt1012-13,16
and in vain they worship Me
		emptiness to worship and devotion
teaching as doctrines the commandment of men
		teaching as doctrine the tradition of the elders	
III. Principle not Tradition of What Defiles a Man 10-11
	A. Call to hear and understand 10a
		Listen carefully, precede something important, something hard to accept ff
	B. Defile 10b
a term we don’t use very much
originally meant – something holy being made common
came to mean – make unclean, impure, polluted
	C. Principle 11
		Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man [external]
		But what comes out of the mouth defiles a man – speech, words [internal]
IV. Traditionalists Offended 12-14
	A. Offended - the Pharisees were offended by Jesus’ principle
	B. Response – let them alone
		Will be uprooted - If not planted by My heavenly Father Mt13:24-30, 37-43
		Blind guides of the blind – blind lead the blind both fall into a ditch
V. Explanation of Principle of What Defiles A Man 15-20
	A. Request for explanation 15
		Peter sees what JS has said as a ‘parable’ like in Mt 13
		Asks for an explanation
	B. Explanation 16-20
		Surprised they don’t get it 16
		Whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and is passed thru the body 17
		But those things that come out of the mouth proceed from the heart and defile the 
man 18-19
			for out of the heart proceed:  evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,   19
fornications, thefts, false witnesses, blasphemies. Mt12:34-37
			Sin begins in the heart Mt 5:21-37
		These things defile a man but to eat w unwashed hands does not defile a man 20
Lessons
	1. Learn the difference between traditions of men and commandments of God.  Don’t 
think of traditions as equal to commandments.	
	2. Don’t let yourself be hypocritical over traditions.  Is 29:13 emphasizes the heart.  First 
draw near to God with your heart.
	3. Defiling yourself is not things you eat or not washing your hands before you eat.  
Defiling yourself are words that come out of your mouth.
	4. There are people you cannot win/convince.  You have to let them go.  God may get 
them as He got Paul on the road to Damascus.
	5. The problem with rituals is that you can do them without any change in heart they are 
all external.  If we follow rituals it must be accompanied by faith in the heart.

