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Introduction
	What do we do with the human body when someone dies?
		In America we have ways of handling human bodies after death
			Embalming and burial below ground
			burial above ground in a mausoleum
			burial at sea
			cremation
			medical research – transplant organs removed, medical school
			cryogenic freeze – Ted Williams baseball player, hoping for miracle 
				Alcor Life Extension Foundation, head and body separated then frozen in 					liquid N2 I see this as an attempt to cheat death, to get around death
	The ancient Egyptians were experts in handling human bodies, ‘mummifying’
		The Egyptians had an entire culture related to death and the afterlife
		The Pyramids are basically mausoleums on a grand scale for a Pharoah
	Last week we looked at the death of Jesus Christ
		Jesus was treated as a criminal and given a criminals death sentence – crucifixion
		Jesus’ death was wrong and unjust
		Jesus’ death was for our sin, He gave Himself for us, He reconciled us to God,
			He made peace through His blood, He became the Mediator of a new 
covenant, one death for all for sins, He bore our sins that we might live
		After Jesus died the question of what should be done with His body had to be resolved
	Today, Matthew 27:57-66, look at what was done with the body of Jesus Christ.
		Note 1 Co15:3-4 that Jesus burial is part of the gospel, to show He was dead
		Also burial necessary to fulfill Jesus own words 3days and 3night in the earth 1240 1621
I. Burial of The Body of Jesus Christ
	A. Request for the body of Jesus Christ 57-58a
		Joseph of Arimathea – only mentioned in this context Mk1543 Lk2531 J1938
			Rich man
Arimathea – not certain of location, possibly Ramathaim-Zophim, 
~20mNW Jerusalem, a city of the Jews Lk23:51
			Council member Mk15:43
			Not consented with decision to kill Jesus Lk23:51
			Secret disciple of Jesus J19:38
		Joseph asks Pilate for the body of Jesus Christ 58a
			Not remain on the cross on the Sabbath J19:31
			Pilate – Roman governor of Judea, man who ordered Jesus crucified 26
	B. Command for the body of Jesus Christ to be released 58b
		Pilate marveled that Jesus was dead Mk15:44
			It usually took several days to die by crucifixion
			Soldiers checked each of the prisoners, found Jesus already dead
				Pierced His side to make sure J1933-38 fulfilled prophecy Zc1210
			Checked with the Centurion and verified that Jesus was dead Mk15:44
Pilate commanded the body to be given to Joseph 58b
	C. Burial of the body of Jesus Christ 59-61
		Joseph took the body of Jesus Christ 59a
			Wrapped it in a clean linen cloth
		Joseph laid the body in his new tomb 59b-60a
			New tomb was Joseph’s tomb hewn out of the rock
			Jews liked to be buried in Jerusalem Zc14:4, he had bought property
		Joseph rolled a large stone in front of the tomb 60b
			This method of burial was well known
			Israel 2016 – Gordon’s Calvary had this exact setting
				Tomb carved out of rock, in a garden, large stone rolled in front
		Joseph’s intervention and burying the body of Jesus surely was unexpected
			Where would Jesus have been buried without Joseph? 27:8 field of blood?
				A poor mans place that would have no recognition.  BUT GOD…
			But Joseph a rich man, in his own tomb, Isaiah 53:9 prophecy fulfilled!!!
		Two women observe 61
			Mary Magdalene – from Magdala, 7 spirits cast out of her Lk8:2
			‘Other’ Mary – mother of James and Joses Mt2756  Lk2410 Mk1540 
	Lessons for Us
		1. give your best to the Lord, new not old
		2. cost of ff Jesus openly:  lose position, financial, prestige, respect, friends
		3. But God… God will see His will done through the actions of people
II. Securing The Body of Jesus Christ 62-66
	A. Request to secure the body of Jesus Christ 62-64
		The next day, the day that followed the day of preparation i.e. the Sabbath 62a
			Or the day of Passover preparation
		Chief priests and Pharisees request Pilate tosecure the body of Jesus Christ 62b-64
			They refer to Jesus as ‘that deceiver’ – unfounded and wrong charge
			They remember Jesus said ‘after 3 days I will rise’
			Request the tomb be made secure
			Concerned that the disciples come at night, steal the body, claim He rose 
from the dead, produce a worse deception than at first 
after the resurrection, this will be their deception Mt28:13-14
	B. Command to secure the body of Jesus Christ 65
		Pilate says – you have a guard, make it as secure as you know how
	C. Securing the body of Jesus Christ 66
		Secure the stone with a seal – SPQR [The Senate and The People of Rome]
		Secure the stone with guards
	Lessons
		1. you can’t scheme around God, don’t try.  You can’t work against God
			no amount of human security will be able to prevent God doing His will
		2. trusting in God is the best security you can have.  Some people never trust
		3. If peoples hatred of Jesus will cause them to go way out of their way, how 
much more should our love of Jesus cause us to go way beyond normal
		4. burial of Jesus is part of the gospel but also prophecy fulfilled, God in control
