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Introduction
	The 1960’s were a tumultuous time for the United States but also the world
		Last of the baby-boomer gen. were born and baby-boomer gen coming of age
	Cold war with Soviet Union	Hot war in Vietnam with anti-war protests, 	draft dodging		Cultural changes in music	     Drug experimentation	Sexual revolution …
	But it is the prefix ‘anti’ that so often used to describe this period of time
		Anti-war	Anti-culture		Anti-establishment		Anti-authority
	Anti-authority:	Military, Police, Teachers, professors, Home, Religion, God
	Every generation deals with the question of God and His authority.  The 1st century 
generation during Jesus’ ministry years faced a question of authority.
Today in Matthew 21:23-46 look at the authority question with Jesus.
Definitions
	Authority – God alone is the ultimate authority, rightful power, legitimate power or right to command, 			make decisions and influence behavior, everyone with is under God, given
		Εξουσια = translated ‘power’ or ‘authority’
	Authorities – plural of authority, those who have been given power
	The military is an institution with a hierarchical structure:  Admirals delegate to Captains who delegate to 
Lieutenants who delegate to chiefs who delegate to seaman the one delegating has the authority or 
power to give the order or make a decision – we must have authorities or we have anarchy/chaos
I.   The Authorities Question Jesus’ Authority 23-27
	A. Context – Mt21:1-17
		Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
		Jesus drove out those buying and selling in the Temple
		Jesus overturned the tables of the money changers
		JS Is567, Jer711 My hous shal Bcalld a hous of prayr but Uhv made it a den of thvs
		Chief priests and scribes see what He does and come to Him – do U not hear what…
	B. The Questions 23
		Chief priests and elders of the people i.e ‘the authorities’, the people with power
		Confront Jesus as He is teaching
			By what authority are You doing these things? Mt21:1-17   J2:18
			Who gave You this authority?
	C. Jesus Answer 24-25a
		He answers a question with a question – rabbinical teaching style
		I will tell U, if Uanswer my Q:  The baptism of John [Mt3:1-6]:  fm heaven or men?
		JS A and Q are designed 2sort out whether they recognize/accept divine authority, sincere
	D. The Authorities answer 25b-27a
		They consult among themselves two possible answers
			If we say:  from heaven, He will say – why did you not believe Him?
			If we say:  from men, all the people count John as a prophet
		They answer:  we do not know i.e. they evade Jesus question pleading ignorance, 
diplomatic ans,  reveals tht they do nt accpt John, henc nt submit 2divine authrity
	E. Jesus answer 27b
		Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things
			JS auth:  Mt 7:29 teach w   8:9 centurion  9:6 forgive sin   28:18 grt commission
		Their evasive answer excuses Jesus from answering their question
	Lesson – If Jesus asked you:  the baptism of John from heaven or men, what would you say? 			Do U hear God’s truth and receive His words?
		Do you acknowledge and accept God’s authority over you? Jesus authority over you?





II.  Illustration of Two Responses to Authority 28-32
	A. Parable of a father and two sons 28-30
		Father had two sons.  Asked each to go and work in the vineyared.
		First said ‘No’ but later changed his mind and went.
		Second said ‘Yes’ but later changed his mind and did not go
		Question – which of the two did the will of the father?
	B. Point of the parable 31-32
		A father has authority over his sons
		The first did the will of the father, the second did not do the will of the father.
		Tax collectors and harlots will enter the Kingdom of God B4U, first sd NO but then did
			John came 2U in way of righteousness and U did not believe but tax 
collectors and sinners did believe him, and when U saw you did not repent
			They originally said ‘no’ to God but changed their minds to ‘yes’ with JTB teach
		You ‘authorities’ do not recognize the authority of John and hence of God
	Lesson – Are you doing the will of God or saying you do the will of God?
Are you promising or performing? What counts is performing the way of righteousness
IF you believe John then you would accept Jesus
III. Illustration of Authorities Going Beyond Their Authority 33-41
	A. Parable of a landowner and wicked vinedressers 33-40
		Landowner plants a vineyard, leases it to vinedressers
		At harvest time, he sends a servant to receive fruit from his vineyard
		Servant is beaten, other servants are killed
		Owner decides to send his son, 
vinedressers think if they kill the son vineyard will be theirs
what will the owner do when he comes? He will destroy those and …
	B. Point of the parable
		The vinedressers go beyond their authority and usurp what belong to the owner
		The vinedressers are the chief priests and scribes and elders , they have gone beyond their 
authority as leaders
		Jesus shows that the leaders are wicked
	Lesson – Do UC yourself as a steward of wht belongs 2God or as an owner of wht belongs 2God?
		Jesus has a way of showing us who we really are.  Q then is what do we do when we see?
		Do you try to take God’s authority from Him.
		God turned over to others
IV. Application of the Authority of The Scriptures To The Authorities42-46
	A. The authority of the Scriptures 42
		Jesus cites the Scriptures - Ps118:22-23
			The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone…
			Jesus is the stone rejected by the builders i.e. the chief priests and scribes
			1Pt2:7-8
		Note in 21:9 during triumphal entry, crowd shouted from Ps118:26 Blessed is He who…
	B. Application to the authorities 43-44
		Jesus then says whoever this stone falls will be ground to powder Dn 2:44-45
		Peter in Ac4:10-11, Jesus the cornerstone in E2:19-20
It is as if Jesus is saying what the prophet Nathan said to D in 2Sm12:5-7 U are the man	
		Therefore – Jesus conclusion, decisive, judgment on them, Ro9:25-26
		Kingdom of God taken from you and given to a nation bearing fruit, Ro 9-11 expand
	C. Authorities recognize Jesus talking of them and plot to lay hands on Him 45-46
	Lesson – Are you under the authority of the Scriptures, or do you pick and choose what U like? 
