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Introduction
In the world, people do all sorts of bad things to one another
	Lying – contractor who worked for the church made a promise I heard to the 
Canton code enforcement officer and then did not do what he promised – a lie
		Stealing – Last year I was working on the pine car derby race track for VBS and I 
left a drill I received for past Christmas on the track and went to house for 
lunch, when I came back it was gone – stolen
		Cheating – years ago a deacon in our church told me that a local mechanic had been hired to 
replace spark plugs in his car and he had not replaced one hard to get 
spark plug - cheat
	You and I don’t like it when these or anything like this happens to us in world
But what if these sort of things happen to us by someone in the church!!!
	If someone lies to you
	If someone steals from you
	If someone cheats you or anything like this …
	What should you do?
Today, Matthew 18:15-35 two things U should do when UR brother sins against U
1st When Your Brother Sins Against You – You Should Face Them 15-20
	A. Your brother 15a
		Jesus uses the term ‘brother’ to indicate relationship, close relationship Mt7:3-5
			Jesus uses family terms for those close to Him:  bro/sis Mt 12:48-50
			Brother is used frequently by Paul in epistles 1Co11 2Co11 E621 Ph225
		Paul in Ro124-5 sees the church as many members of the body of Christ 1Co1212ff
	B. Sins [against you] 15b
		Sin = any failure to conform to the moral law of God in action, attitude or nature
			[Grudem p619]
		Sin = missing the mark, badness, rebellion, iniquity, going astray, wickedness, 
wandering, ungodliness, crime, lawlessness, transgression, ignorance, falling away [Ryrie p212], chief characteristic is that it is against God
		sins [against you] – you are the recipient of the sin in some way
			a few mss have:  if your brother sins – i.e. any sin you become aware of
			most mss hv:if your bro. sins against you – seems best here context, Lk173
	C. You should face him 15c -17
		Go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone 15c
			Face him with the issue, privately at first, not involve others, Ga2:11
			The idea is to not escalate involvement until resolution fails
			The idea also is that each level of escalation confirms or denies the sin
			The goal is purity and holiness 1Pt115-16, Ja48-10 restoration 519-20 Ga61
		IF he hears you – you have gained your brother
		IF he will not hear you…16
			Take with you 2 or 3 witnesses Dt19:15, prevent false accusation
		IF he refuses to hear them …17ai.e. the church has the authority Mt16:19, J10:23

			Tell it to the church, note it is assumed there is ‘the church’
		IF he refuses to hear the church …17b
			Let him be to you like a heathen and tax collector
	D. Promises 18-20
		Whatvr U [pl] bind is bound loose is loosed, note the context here bro sins agst U
		If two of you agree on earth on anything, it will be done by My Father in heaven
		Where 2or3 are gathered in My name, I am there [Context of discipline/reconcile]
	=>sin between two brothers should be resolved/reconciled by facing the sin, start private
	=>problems:  ppl do not commit to church, they leave, churches don’t do, ppl 
not listen not open to listening think they are right but may be wrong

2nd When Your Brother Sins Against You – You Should Forgive Them 21-35
	A. Peter’s question – how many times shall I forgive? 21
		Peter asks about forgiveness
		How often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him, up to 7X’s?
		Seven is the ‘perfect’ number and the rabbis of the day said 3X’s
	B. Jesus’ answer – as many times as he asks for forgiveness 22
		Jesus answers not 7X’s but 70X’s 7
		By this Jesus is not counting up to 490 but meaning always, as much as needed
C. Illustration of divine forgiveness 23-27
	Jesus illustrates divine forgiveness with a story about a king collecting debts
	King wanted to settle debts
	One servant owed him 10K talents, 1 talent = 15 years of wages, unpayable debt
	King ordered everything he owned sold to pay the debt
	Servant fell before the king and pleaded for time and patience promised to repay
	King moved with compassion, released him from the debt and forgave him all
	=>this illustrates God forgiving us of our debt we cannot repay, His compassion
	=>JS Lk17:4, Paul E4:32
D. Illustration of one who does not understand divine forgiveness 28-35
	The same servant after having been forgiven of his unrepayable debt
		Servant goes and finds one who owes him 100 denarii [100 days wages]
		Servant demands repayment and threatens – interpersonal forgiveness
	The fellow servant asks for patience and promises to repay all
	The servant does not listen and has him put in debtors prison until debt repaid
	Other servants hear of and think this is wrong and report to the king
	King confronts the servant and says he should have had compassion on other
		Then delivers him over to prison
	So My Father do to you if each of you from his heart does not forgive his brother
		Genesis 50:17-21 Joseph forgave his brothers
		From his heart – complete, unreserved, before God, genuine forgiveness
		Mt 612, 14-15 – forgive us our sins as we forgive our debtors, Mk1126-27
	=>this illustrates what we should do to forgive others since God has forgiven us
	=>how much has God forgiven you? Lk7-40-47 [47]
	=>how much do you want God to forgive you? U in turn need to be generous with 
forgiveness of others
I have seen sin between brothers handled in the right way.  
	Face to face, recognition of sin, confession, forgiveness – reconciled relationship
	You should care if you see sin in another’s life
	Be open if someone comes to you and addresses what they see as sin in your life
		When you sin, and we all do, repent, ask God for forgiveness
I have also seen sin between brothers not handled in the right way – too common.
	When you say ‘sin’ you need to be 100% sure, if any uncertainty then need to clarify first
	Today, people just leave if they get upset they do not try to resolve, sin should be resolvd
	Today, people do not join churches so ‘bringing it to the church’ does not work
	Today, so many churches so happy some1 new came, never care if discipline issue in past
	Do not gossip or talk about sin behind someones back, go to them, do not listen to gossip
	Sin is like dirty laundry, it needs to be cleaned but it should not be hung out for world 2C
	God cares about discipline for holiness Pv3:11-12, Hb 12:7-11
