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Introduction
	I have heard more than once the statement:  The church is filled with hypocrites
I don’t believe that for a moment
I do believe that Christians may be hypocritical at times
	Three examples of Christian hypocrisy I have encountered…
		1. in Navy I went to Fort Myer, half the choir paid, half not paid
		2. lie about the age of a child so you can discount ticket prices
		3. copying of copyrighted material such as music and videos
	The basic meaning of the word hypocrite is a play actor,
		Actors in ancient times held a mask, U saw the mask not the real face
	On four previous occasions in Matthew, Jesus spoke of hypocrites/hypocrisy
		Sermon on the Mount:  v6:2 alms giving, 6:5 prayer, 6:16 fasting
		Scribes and Pharisees 15:7 putting their tradition ahead of commandment of God
		Pharisees and Sadducees asking a sign from Jesus 16:3
		Pharisees testing Jesus with question about lawful to pay taxes in 22:18
	Last week Mt22:15-46 we saw the Pharisees, Sadducees and a lawyer Pharisee try to trip 
Jesus up with their ‘gotcha questions’.  Their opposition has been building
			Scribe – this man sins 9:3 who can forgive sins but God
			Pharisees – why does He eat w tax collectors and sinners 9:11
			Pharisees – He casts out demons by the ruler of the demons 9:34
			Pharisees – elevate the traditions to the level of commandments 12:2
			Pharisees – plot how they might destroy Jesus 12:14
			Pharisees – attribute Jesus’ work to Beelzebul 12:24
			Chief priests and scribes – indignant at the triumphal entry 21:15,23
			Chief priests and Pharisees – seek to lay hands on Jesus 21:45
	Today in Mt23:1-12, Jesus begins to address the hypocrisy of His chief critics to His ff
		In verses 1-7 what religious hypocrites do
		In verses 8-12 what Jesus disciples should do
I. What Religious Hypocrites Do 1-7
	A. They tell you what to do but do not do so themselves 2-3
Sit 2b	On Moses seat, Synagogues had a seat where the leader sat and taught 				Moses law 
			This seat is the place of authority
			2016 trip to Israel I saw such a seat in the synagogue at Capernaum
		Tell 3a	Thre4 whatever they tell U2 observ, observ and do – obey teaching Moses
			Observe – obey
		And do – actions consistent with observing
		But …3b this is a big ‘but’
			Do not do according to their works
			For they say and do not do–the essential ingredient of hypocrisy 
2Pt21-3,10,12-14, 17-19
		Lesson 4US – Christians with integrity are consistent, they apply what they know 				to their own lives.  They look inward before they tell others what to do.
	B. They add ‘religion’ to others 4
		Bind 4a
heavy loads on others – rule, regulations, rituals
			Take the law/add traditions e.g.RC church -celibacy requirement 4priests
			Take the law and put a fence that is more restrictive
			They ask more and demand more of others
		But…4b
			They are exempt from the heavy loads they place on others
Lesson 4US – Christians with integrity do not ask others to do what they are not 			willing to do themselves.Mt11:28-30,1Th2:7-9
If U ask someone to pray then U pray, memorize U memorize
	C. They try to be seen as religious 5
		Do
			Works to be seen by men, outward show Mt6:1,5,16
			Want to be seen, heard, noticed, thought of as spiritual or religious
		Make
			Phylacteries broad- external means of fulfilling Ex13:9 misses the point
			Enlarge the borders of their garments Nb15:38-40 for attention
		Lesson 4US – Christians with integrity are content to be behind the scenes and 				noticed by the Lord alone.  Examine the motives of why you do things.  				Do not do things to be noticed by men and draw attention to yourself.  Do 				things to glorify God.
	D. They love recognition and greetings 6-7
		Love - what they desire more than anything
			The best Places at feasts Mt20:20-21			
			Seats in the synagogue, positions of authority and honor
		Love
			Greetings in the market place
			To be called ‘Rabbi’- words designed to separate people clergy and laity
		Lesson 4US – Christians with integrity do their best for the Lord all the time but 
do not care about the praise of men and earthly honors.  They do not care 	where they sit 	or who sees them.  They want to stay in the background.
II. What Jesus’ Disciples [Non-Religious Hypocrites] Should Do 8-12
	A. Do not call names and titles 8-10
		Note shift here ‘but you’ – plural you i.e. Jesus followers, disciples
		Do not – things they should not do
			Be called Rabbi – for One is your Teacher the Christ
			Call anyone on earth your ‘father’ – for One is your Father, He who is in 
Heaven
			Be called ‘teachers’ – for One is your Teacher the Christ
		What Jesus is doing here is shifting from the hypocritical religious way of think
			Rabbi – special sort of religious teacher
			Father – source of religious life, spiritual father
			Teacher – putting religious teachers on a pedestal
		And shifting to a different way of thinking
			Christ is your teacher
			God the Father is your Father and source of life
			Christ is your teacher – emphasized so you don’t forget it
		Not about names and titles but about focus on God
	B. Do be called a servant and be called humble 11-12
Note ‘but you’ – what should be true for Jesus’ disciples
Greatest among you shall be your servant 20:26-27, J13
Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled – done to them
He who humbles himself will be exalted – done to him by God
	Lesson 4US – Christians with integrity see greatness in being a servant and humbling 
themselves.  Not status conscious
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	I have heard more than once the statement:  The church is filled with hypocrites
I don’t believe that for a moment
I do believe that Christians may be hypocritical at times
	Three examples of Christian hypocrisy I am aware of are
		1. in Navy I went to Fort Myer, half the choir paid, half not paid
		2. lie about the age of a child so you can discount ticket prices
		3. copying of copyrighted material such as music and videos
	The basic meaning of the word hypocrite is a play actor,
		Actors in ancient times held a mask, U saw the mask not the real face
	On four previous occasions in Matthew, Jesus spoke of hypocrites/hypocrisy
		Sermon on the Mount:  v6:2 alms giving, 6:5 prayer, 6:16 fasting
		Scribes and Pharisees 15:7 putting their tradition ahead of commandment of God
		Pharisees and Sadducees asking a sign from Jesus 16:3
		Pharisees testing Jesus with question about lawful to pay taxes in 22:18
	Opposition to Jesus was centered among the Pharisees, Sadducees, Scribes, chief priests
		Scribe – this man sins 9:3 who can forgive sins but God
		Pharisees – why does He eat w tax collectors and sinners 9:11
		Pharisees – He casts out demons by the ruler of the demons 9:34
		Pharisees – elevate the traditions to the level of commandments 12:2
		Pharisees – plot how they might destroy Jesus 12:14
		Pharisees – attribute Jesus’ work to Beelzebul 12:24
		Chief priests and scribes – indignant at the triumphal entry 21:15,23
		Chief priests and Pharisees – seek to lay hands on Jesus 21:45
	Today in Mt23:1-12, Jesus begins to address the hypocrisy of His chief critics
		To the multitude and  His disciples v1
 Six General Characteristics of Religious Hypocrites…
1st  Religious Hypocrites SIT AND TELL, BUT … 2-3
	Read v2-3
	Scribes [teachers of the law] and Pharisees chief critics of Jesus and most hypocritical 2a
Sit 2b
		On Moses seat, Synagogues had a seat where the leader sat and taught Moses law 
		This seat is the place of authority
		2016 trip to Israel I saw such a seat in the 2nd century synagogue at Capernaum
	Tell 3a
		There4 whatever they tell you to observe, observe and do – obey teaching Moses
		Observe – obey
		And do – actions consistent with observing
	But …3b
		Do not do according to their works
		For they say and do not do–the essential ingred. of hypocrisy 2Pt21-3,10,12-14, 17-19
	Lesson 4US – Christians with integrity are consistent, they apply what they know to their 
own lives.  They look inward before they tell others what to do.
2nd Religious Hypocrites BIND HEAVY LOADS ON OTHERS 4	
	Read v4
	Bind 4a
heavy loads on others – rule, regulations, rituals
		Take the law and add traditions, RC church and celibacy requirement for priests
		Take the law and put a fence that is more restrictive
		They ask more and demand more of others
	But…4b
		They are exempt from the heavy loads they place on others
Lesson 4US – Christians with integrity do not ask others to do what they are not willing 
to do themselves.Mt11:28-30,1Th2:7-9
3rd Religious Hypocrites DO THINGS TO BE NOTICED 5
	Read v5
	Do
		Works to be seen by men, outward show Mt6:1,5,16
		Want to be seen, heard, noticed, thought of as spiritual or religious
	Make
		Phylacteries broad- external means of fulfilling Ex13:9 misses the point
		Enlarge the borders of their garments Nb15:38-40 call attention to themselves
	Lesson 4US – Christians with integrity are content to be behind the scenes and noticed by 
the Lord alone.  Examine the motives of why you do things.  Do not do things to 
be noticed by men and draw attention to yourself.  Do things to glorify God.
4th Religious Hypocrites LOVE THE BEST, GREETINGS 6-7
	Read v6-7
	Love - what they desire more than anything
	The best 
		Places at feasts Mt20:20-21
		Seats in the synagogue, positions of authority and honor
	Love
		Greetings in the market place
		To be called ‘Rabbi’- words designed to separate people clergy and laity
	Lesson 4US – Christians with integrity do their best for the Lord all the time but do not 
care about the praise of men and earthly honors.  They do not care where they sit 	or who sees them.  They want to stay in the background.
5th Religious Hypocrites LIKE TITLES AND LABELS 8-10
	Read v8-10 note Jesus here is specifically speaking to ‘you’ meaning His disciples
	Like
		To be called ‘father’ i.e. spiritual father, superior position over others
		To be called ‘teacher’
		One true Teacher, Father, Leader
	Not you
		The religious hypocrites pension for titles and labels – not Jesus disciples!!!
	Lesson 4US – Christians with integrity are not hung up on titles and labels.  Pastor, 
Doctor, … Respect comes from God knowing who they are.
6th Religious Hypocrites EXALT THEMSELVES 11-12
	Read v11-12 continues on with ‘you’ being His disciples
	But
		He who is greatest among you shall be your servant Mt20:28, J13, Ezk21:26
	And
		Whoever exalts himself will be humbled
	And	
		He who humbles himself will be exalted
	Lesson 4US – Christians with integrity see greatness in being a servant and humbling 
themselves.  Not status conscious



