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Introduction
	There is a way of thinking that is very common today and has been for some time
		I call it rationalistic thinking.  Everything is based on: reason, logic and intellect
	But I also think it has been around for a long time.
		John 20 is an account of the first witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus Christ
		Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene v1-18
		Jesus then appeared to all the apostles except Thomas in 19-24
		Thomas has a gd dose of rationalistic thinking when he hears JS rose from the dead
			Unless I see with my eyes
			Unless I put my fingers
			I will not believe
			T cannot reason, think, logically figure out how JS could rise from the dead
		After 8 days of Thomas reason, logic, intellect, Jesus appears to him and says
			Reach your fingers …Look with your eyes…   Do not be unbelieving but believing
		Thomas – my Lord and my God
	Prob. w rationalistic thinking is that it leaves God out, no faith, nothing U can’t think
	Today, Matthew 16:5-12 Jesus warns against rationalistic thinking and teaching [Pharisees & Sadducees]
Context
	Jesus heard John the Baptist beheaded and He withdrew 14:1-12
	5K followed and were fed from 5 loaves 14:13-21
	Jesus and Peter walk on water 14:22-33
	Many healed 14:34-36
	JS answers scribes and Pharisees criticism of His disciples transgression of tradition15:1-20
	JS takes excursus from Jewish territory:  Tyre and Sidon, Decapolis [4K fed] 15:21-39
	JS answers Pharisees and Sadducees request to show them a sign from heaven 16:1-4
I.  Rationalistic Thinking 5-7
	A. Rationalistic thinking 5,7
		They, Jesus disciples, have just arrived at Magdala 15:39
		They had forgotten to take bread 5
			They are locked into not having bread, food to eat, this is what thinking
	B. Warning against rationalistic thinking 6
		Take heed – pay attention to, give heed to, constant watchfulness
		Beware  - see, beware of
the leaven
	leaven – yeast, starter from prior add to new, work in, influences whole 
	leaven is used consistently in the Scriptures with a negative notion
		Mark 815 Lk121 1Co56-7 Ga59 Ex12:15, Am4:5 possibMt1333
		Leaven is yeast, a little added brings a large influence, big effect
	V12 explains that leaven of the P’s&S’s is their teaching/doctrine
Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees – teaching/thinking
	Unbelief – Sadducees do not believe in resurrection, miracles Mt22:32
	Emphasize externals and tradition above commands Mt2325-29 152-3 Lk1139
	Criticize and number count – Mt3:7-12, 9:11, J4:1  Lk6:7 14:1
	Attribute the good work of Jesus to evil, the devil – Mt9:34
	Equate tradition with the law of God Mt12:2
	Condemn and not help sinners Lk5:30  7:39  8:11  15:2  Mk2:16  Mt9:11
	See but never convinced, always want sign fm hvn Mt12:38 16:1 J11:47
	Filled with hypocrisy – Mt 23, their teaching makes room for hypocrisy
	Jesus not from God J9:16 Lk7:30
	Play ‘gotcha’ with Jesus Mt22:13 Mk12:13
->they leave God, Jesus out of their teaching thinking, theirs abov Jesus/Scripture	
	C. Rationalistic thinking continued 7
		They reasoned among themselves
		It is because we have taken no bread
Singl tracked, left God out, just reason, their thinking, their intellects, nothing else 
In one important way the D’s and S’s and P’s think alike – God not in thoughts
II. Rationalistic Thinking Questioned 8-12
	A. Jesus aware 8a
		Jesus hears their thinking
		Jesus now unpacks His warning with rhetorical questions
	B. Questions challenge rationalistic thinking 8b-11a
		Of little faith 8b
			Little faith – Mt 6:30 [SOM], disciples on boat 8:26, Peter on H20 14:31
			Prob is there is no faith in their thinking just that they forgot to take bread
			Faith should be all the time, not just ‘big spiritual matters’ Mt6:31-33
			Mt 17:20 faith as a mustard seed, recall also Mt8:10 and 15:28
			Turn 2God by faith in prayer, recall Mt611 give us this day our daily bread
		Of reason 8c
			Reasoning among themselves see v7 and here in 8c
			Word for reasoned is same in both verses, to reason, to dispute
			Among themselves, they are thinking, using their intellects to discuss, solv
			Problem with their reasoning is that they do not bring Jesus into the pix
				Not bring the Word of God Ph4:8 Co3:2
		Of understanding 9a
			Grasp with the mind
			Jesus had asked them if they understood earlier Mt13:51
			Understanding includes seeing How God fits it, bringing God and mind
		Of memory 9b-10
			At this point the disciples have been with Jesus for about 2 years
			They have many memories, many things to remember
			Two events are cited by Jesus because of their pertinence to D’s and bread
			In chapter 14, Jesus had fed 5K from 5 loaves and gathered 7 baskets
			In chapter 15, Jesus had fed 4K from 7 loaves and gathered 12 baskets
			The point they should have remembered is how Jesus provided bread
			The first thing that should have come to their minds when forgot bread=JS
		Of understanding 11a
			How is it tht Udo not understand that I did not speak 2Uconcerning bread?
			JS warning about beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees has 
nothing to do with bread.  
	C. Warning about rationalistic thinking/teaching 11b-12
		But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
		They understand that Jesus is not talking about bread but about doctrine/teaching
		Pharisees and Sadducees have rationalistic thinking in their encounters with Jesus
			The yeast or leaven of the P’s and S’s is rationalistic thinking/teaching
			God is in much of their teach/think, but blind w/r to JS Mt1514 2316ff J940
	Important lesson for us
		We cannot let the little thought/teaching get started in us that leaves Jesus out
		Our thinking, reasoning, logic must include God and God’s word in our pondering
		Faith is part of our thinking and decision making process, 
		Memories of what God has done for us and in His word should also enlighten us
		Whatever we go through, it is not just about the bread
		Believers seek to learn and understand what God teaching Mt1310-15 1Co29-12
