Motherly Women
Exodus 1:8…
Mothers Day - May 10, 2026
Introduction
	All mothers are women but not all women are mothers.
		All mothers are women but not all women are motherly women
		MotherlyW are affectionate, comforting, gentle, nurturing, protecting, sympathtc
	American TV has produced some motherly type of mothers
		Caroline Ingalls in Little House on the Prairie
		Olivia Walton in The Waltons
		Marion Cunningham [Mrs. C.] in Happy Days
		Carol Brady in The Brady Bunch
	Literature also has some motherly women 
		Marmee [Margaret March] from Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women
		Marilla Cuthbert from Lucille M. Montgomery’s Anne of Green Gables
		Mrs. Bennet from Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice
	The Bible also has many motherly women
	Today look at 6 women all associated with Moses who are motherly women
Context
	The year is about 1526BC, i.e. about 300 years after Joseph helped Pharoah save Egypt
	And about 300 years since Jacob and his family moved to Egypt to be w Joseph
	During that time Israel has increased from ~70 to a large number [over a million]
	The Egyptians began to feel threatened by the number of Hebrews
	A new Pharaoh reigns who forgot how Joseph saved Egypt and he enslaves the Hebrews
	The Egyptians were harsh taskmasters but the Hebrews continued to increase in number
Motherly Women …
1. & 2. …Like Shiphrah and Puah FEAR GOD 1:15-22
	A. Pharoah speaks to Hebrew midwives 13-16
		Names of the midwives are Shiphrah and Puah – honor them by naming 
			Note the name of Pharoah is not in the Scripture
		Orders them to kill the baby boys and let the baby girls live
	B. Shiphrah and Puah fear God 16
		Fear God – taking lives of baby boys is wrong and immoral Ac5:29
			In Genesis 22 God will tell Abraham to offer up his son Isaac
				In 22:12 God says to A now I know that you fear God, U …
			In Ex18:21 men of truth, hating covetousness, Lv25:7 not oppress other
			Dt6:2 following and observing the commandments of God, serve Him
			Dt10:12 serve Him and walk in all His ways, love Him w all your heart
			Lk12:4 who has power to cast into hell
			Ac10:2, 22 just, devout
			2Co7:1 cleanse selves from filthiness of flesh and spirit, pursue holiness
			E5:21 submitting to one another i.e. listening to and respecting others
		Do not do what Pharoah commands
			They save the boys
			They are slow to respond to Pharoah’s request about the mothers giving 
birth before they arrive 19
	C. Pharoah orders baby boys thrown into the river 22
	Motherly women FEAR GOD above all others


3. …Like Jochebed TRUST GOD 2:1-3, 8-9
	A. Jochebed
		Not named here in Exodus, see Ex6:20 and Nb26:59
		She is a Levite and she marries a Levite named Amram [Ex6:20]
		Aaron and Miriam are already born Nb26:59
	B. Jochebed gives birth to a baby boy after Pharaoh’s edict 1-3a
		Beautiful baby boy born
		Hides him for 3 months but can hide no longer
	C. Jochebed trusts God 3b, 9
		Nothing more she can do to protect her son – impossible situation
		She makes a grass ark and coats it with pitch and lays it by the river
		She is trusting God with her baby boy
		Her trust is honored when she is tasked with raising Moses 9
	Motherly women TRUST GOD.  There is no other option.
4. …Like Miriam PLAY ‘THE BIG SISTER ROLE’  4, 7
	A. Miriam
		Not named here in Exodus, see  Nb26:59
		Sister of Moses and Aaron, not an adult, perhaps 5 to 10 years old
		Daughter of Jochebed – with her mother in agonizing decision to put Moses in ark
	B. The ‘big sister role’ 4, 7
		In our home and in many homes I know of, the oldest girl child – ‘the big sister’
		She watches the ark to see what would happen to her baby brother
		She offers to find a Hebrew woman to nurse the baby when Pharoah’s daughter
			Picks up the ark and sees the baby
		She of course goes to get her and baby Moses’ mother - Jochebed
	Motherly women sometimes PLAY THE ROLE OF ‘THE BIG SISTER’
5.. …Like Pharoah’s Daughter FEEL COMPASSION 2:5-6, 10
	A. Pharoah’s daughter
		She is not named in Scripture, pharaoh’s daughter or daughter of Pharaoh
		Some think she might be Hatshepsut, daughter of Thusmose I
	B. Compassion 5-6
		She sees the ark and has her handmaids retrieve it, She sees a baby boy crying
		She feels compassion for the baby, i.e. she is deeply moved to help helpless boy
			Feels sorry for the baby
		She hires a Hebrew woman to nurse and take care of the baby
		The baby becomes her son and she names him Moses – drawn out
	Motherly women FEEL COMPASSION when they see suffering or need
6. …Like Zipporah DO WHAT MUST BE DONE 4:24-27
	A. Zipporah
		~40 years later, Moses has fled Egypt
		The priest of Midian takes Moses in and gives him Zipporah as wife 2:21-22
		Zipporah bears two children to Moses:  Gershom and Eliezer 2:22  18:4
		After the birth of Gershom, Moses encounters the Lord at the burning bush ch3
			Moses is sent back to Egypt to deliver his people from slavery, age 80
	B. do what must be done 4:24-26
		This is a strange passage, on the one hand Moses is sent to deliver, on the other 24
hand the Lord is seeking to kill him because his son is uncircumcised
		the Lord commanded Abraham to circumcise all male descendants 17:9-14
		Zipporah recognizes Moses disobedience and she does what had to be done 425-26
	Motherly women DO WHAT MUST BE DONE.
