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Introduction
	‘Hot topics’ – subject, issue, news item that is currently very popular, widely discussed, 
often debated and frequently eliciting strong opinions or intense public interest
	‘Hot topics’ – something everybody interested in, something especially pertinent to life
	In the U.S.A., some hot topics in recent years included:  Vietnam War, price of toilet paper, oil embargo
		Today’s hot topics might include …
		President Trump 
		War in Iran, 2500 Marines sent to Mideast
		Price of gasoline and diesel fuel
		March Madness- seems trivial compared to other items, but it is in the news a lot now
	In the first century, in Judea, some hot topics might include …
		Roman occupation of Judea
		Romes high taxes
		Religious friction between the Sadducees, Pharisees, Herodians, Essenes, Zealots
		Messianic expectations
		Questions related to marriage
	Today, look at three marriage related questions.  At least one of these still a hot topic among Christians 
1st Question:  Is It Lawful To Divorce? 1-9
	A. Setting 1-2
		Jesus just finished talking about your brother sinning against you and forgiveness
		JS departs Galilee, comes 2Judea beynd [Perea, east of] the Jordan - major change
		Multitude follow Jesus and heals those who need healing
	B. Pharisees Question 3
		Pharisees testing Jesus, try or tempt, same word used of Satan to Jesus in Mt 4
			They are trying to catch Him with a mistake, trip Him up, 911 1214, 161
		Q Is it lawful for man to divorce his wife for just [italics] any reason?
		Behind this question was a hot topic of two dominant schools of Jewish thought
			Both allowed divorce, but the ‘just any reason’ was argued
			Rab. Hillel–tak hair down in public,talk 2a man,burn toast, 2much NaCl
			Rabbi Shammai – mn may divorc only if fnd gross indecency [??] in her
				Gross indecency is not necessarily the same as sexual immorality
		Second century AD Jewish Oral Law, the Mishnah says this …
			The Q is askd in Perea wher Herod Antipas beheaded John 143-12 sim issue
	C. Jesus’ Answer 4-6
		Scripture says – Jesus goes to the authority of the Scriptures
		Have you not read  - they did of course but they should bring it to bear on Q
			In the beginning – first principles, first source, even before the Law
		Genesis 1:27 made them male and female i.e. two AND SAID
		Genesis 2:24 for this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined 
to his wife and the two shall become one flesh
		so then they are no longer two but one
		there4 what God has joined togethr [always of God] let not man separate[of man]
	D. Pharisees Comeback Question 7
		‘aha’, You say:   ‘let not man separate’ 
		Why did Moses command to give her a certificate of divorce and to put her away?
Referring to Dt24:1	
Pharisees look for loopholes, word work arounds



	E. Jesus’ Answer 8-9
		Moses permitted divorce because of hardness of your hearts, NOT command
		But from the beginning i.e. creation as in Genesis 1&2 [prev. cited] it was not so
		And I say to you – 
whoever 1] divorces … except for sexual immorality, 
and 2] marries another commits adultery
			whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery
			πορνεία – immoral, unchastity, every kind of unlawful sexual intercourse
μοιχαται – to commit adultery
		Jesus gives one exception allowing for divorce – sexual immorality
		Jesus differs from Hillel and Shammai, limits divorce only to sex immorality
	Is divorce lawful?
		Jesus is saying that you should not divorce but that there is one legitimate ground 
if 1 is so hurt that they cannot stay married that ground is sex. Immorality
Mt 5:32 in Sermon on the Mount
		this is very different than both rabbinical schools of Jesus day
		this is very far from reason for most divorces in our day
	note also Malachi 2:14-15 wife of your youth, Mal2:16 God hates divorce,1Co7
2nd Question:  Is It Better To Never Marry? 10-12
	A. Disciples Question 10
		Hearing Jesus response to the Pharisees
		The disciples make a statement, which I think better as a question
		If such is the case [no divorce except for sexual immorality], then isn’t it better 
not to marry? If adultery is the only grounds for divorce, better not to…
Remember they had grown up w the Pharisee EZ divorce mindset
Lifelong commitment cannot be better, so better not to marry is their idea
	B. Jesus’ Answer 11-12
		Not all can accept never marrying, only some have been given this ‘gift’
		Some are born eunuchs
		Some were made eunuchs by man
		Some make themselves eunuchs for the Kingdom of Heaven’s sake
			Note Jesus is not saying they should, He is saying some do this - voluntary
		If you can accept never marrying then accept it, but it is not for all only some
	Is it better not to marry?
3rd Question:  Is The Little Child Important? 13-15
	A. Parent of little children’s Question 13
		Custom of the day was for parents to bring little children to rabbi for His blessing
		Some parents following Jesus tried to do this but were prevented by the disciples
		The question that is unstated but implied is:  Is the little child important?
	B. Jesus’ Answer 14-15
		Little children – infant to toddler, recall Mt 18:2ff – least import.member of socity
			Jesus taught His disciples using a little child as an object lesson 4greatness
		The disciples must have got the point for themselves but their prejudice against
			Little children comes through don’t be so literal and bring them to Jesus
		Jesus said let the little children come, do not forbid them, for of such is the KOH
		Jesus then ‘laid hands’ on the children – i.e. He blessed and accepted them
		Jesus loved the little children they were important to Him
	Five important things for parents/adults about children [MacArthur]
		1. remember children are also made in the image of God Ps127:3
		2. teach them in the discipline and admonition of the Lord E6:4
		3. model godly living for children Jer 35:6-10
		4. love them in word and deed 1J3:18
		5. trust them to the Lord Pv3:5-6
	Jesus made time for children
	Are little children important?
