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Introduction
	The USA has had 47 Pres., all have been men, all faced problems, all strong personalities
	TR [Theodore Roosevelt] was 26th Pres. of the U.S. – history ‘the manliest president’
		As a child learned boxing, hiking, judo
		Vigorous exercise overcame his health problems, hunting buffalo west, 
		Bought and operated a cattle ranch in the Dakota’s
		1898 resigned as Assistant Sec. the Navy to lead rough riders war w Spain
		Succeeded William McKinley in 1901 after McKinley assassinated
		Age 42 – became the youngest president
		Won Nobel Peace Prize 1906 for ending Russia-Japan war
		As President problems:  hostile congress, corporate monopolies, consumer safety 
Panama canal, regulate big business, conservationist
Invited Booker T. Washington to the White House for dinner
After leaving office led African expedition specimens for Smithsonian~11397animals
Unnamed historians say TR was ‘the manliest president’ i.e. in the way the world lks at manliness
But there is another way to think of a manly man, manliness, the way God thinks of manliness
	In Ezk22:30 the Lord expresses what He is looking for in a manly man
		Ezk2230 I SEARCHED FOR A MAN AMONG THEM WHO WOULD BUILD UP A WALL AND STAND IN THE 
GAP BEFORE ME FOR THE LAND, SO THAT I WOULD NOT DESTROY IT; BUT I FOUND [A]NO ONE 
	Today look at a manly man God used to make a wall, stand in the gap – Nehemiah, God look for	
Nehemiah
	Before Nehemiah was born:  Jerusalem destroyed 587BC by Babylonians
		Cyrus let Jews return in 537BC, some 42K returned
		Jews rebuilt the temple between 536-516BC
		All cities in this time frame had walls and gates for safety, Jerusalem had none
	Nehemiah a descendant of Jews taken to Babylon, probably born ~475BC
	20th year of Artaxerxes, King of Persia, ~445BC
	Nehemiah is cupbearer to the King – cupbearers taste wine to make sure not poisoned 
	Nehemiah in Susa – the capital of Persian Empire, citadel – most fortified area of Susa
		Hanani, one of his brothers returns from Judah and Jerusalem
		Hanani says the survivors are in great distress and reproach
		The walls of the city are broken down and the gates are burned with fire
	Perhaps Nehemiah remembered the words of Ezekiel [contemporary of Jeremiah/Daniel, 
i.e.~150yrs B4Nehemiah] Ezk2230 a man build a wall…stand in gap before Me
Manly Men …
I. Stand in The Gap Before The Lord
	A. and Pray 
1:5-11	Petition for the Lord to hear 5-6a, confession of our sin 6b-7, reminder of
 promise 8-9 to Moses [Dt4:29-31], we are your people10, I pray please 11
2:4b Short prayer before talking to the king
Other prayers - 4:4, 9; 6:9, 14
=>manly men bring their grief to the Lord in prayer to humble themselves before the 
Lord and seek His direction
	B. and Remind Others of the Lord
		2:18 – remind people of Jerusalem good hand of God
2:20 – remind opposition God will prosper His people
Other reminders - 
			4:14 – remind nobles and leaders God is great and awesome
4:15 – remind people God brought plot of opposition to nothing
4:20 – remind people God will come to their aid
			5:9 – remind people to walk in the fear of God
			8:9-10 – remind people of words of the law, day holy to God
			12:43 - remind of God at dedication of the wall
			13:11 – remind leaders of responsibilities to the house of God
	=>Manly men remind others about the Lord, God is in their everyday speech
	C. and Stay True to the Lord
		5:19 remember all have done for good
		6:11 – when others threaten their life, they do nor run away
		13:14 – remember all good have done for house of God
13:22 – when others have not done their duties
13:31 – remember me for good
=>Manly men stay true to the Lord,they live a life they want to be memorable to the Lord
II. Build Walls
	A. See the need 1:4 2:11-16
		Filled with emotion
		Sat down and wept and mourned for many days
		Inspected the city walls to see for himself
	=>manly men have emotions and grieve and weep, they see what needs to be done 
	B. Say send me I am willing to go 2:5
		Has a plan and is willing to carry it out
		Step up and take on the problem
	=>manly men step up even when they are really fearful, they trust the Lord, they go
	C. Recruit workers 2:17-18
		Nehemiah knows this is a big job – 1.7 to 2.5mile perimeter, ~6ftwide!!!
			~area between Court Street and 310 bounded by Judson and Main
		Nehemiah brings his plan to the elders of the city
		Nehemiah includes himself in the distressing situation
		Recruits workers – we will rise up and build, ~40 names, not that many 4bigjob
	=>manly men can’t do it all themselves, they get people to help with big jobs
	D. Overcome opposition, obstacles and problems 2:19-20  4:11-14  5:1ff  6:1ff
		Strong opposition from non-Jews to rebuilding the wall
			Ridicule 1:19	  Charge of sedition 2:19     Anger, indignant, mockery 4:1
			Belittle 4:3	Conspired, create confusion 4:8 	Threaten 4:11	
conspiracy and compromise 6:1ff		
			Recall strong opposition to rebuilding the temple in Ezra 4
		Internal problems among the Jews 5:1ff
			Food shortage and fellow Jews profiting from this
			Some enslaving children 		Usury			greed		
	=>manly men overcome obstacles and problems that come up
	=>manly men face those who oppose them, they do not run away, they hold to God	
	E. Get their hands dirty 3:1-32  4:6, 21, 23
		In chapter 3 all but one family work, all walks of life
		Nehemiah worked – ‘we’, ‘we labored’ , we did not take off our clothes
	Manly men=>not afraid to get their hands dirty, pitch on
	F. Finish the job 6:15
		Wall finished in 52 days
		Enemies saw this as the hand of God
	=>manly men finish what they start and keep at it until the job is done
