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Introduction
	Dt 6:7 instructs the ppl of Israel to teach their children when …
		Talking in your home	Walking on the way	Lying down	Rising up
		In other words, with every opportunity life brings, they were to teach
	A ‘lesson’ is a structured period of instruction, teaching, experience designed at acquiring 
knowledge, skills or wisdom
	Lessons can take a wide variety of formats
		Classroom lecture	Online video	Hands on in the field	Laboratory	Demo.
	Jesus was a master teacher and He used many different formats to give lessons to His D’s
		Sermon on the Mount is like a lecture – Mt5-7
		Feeding of the 5K is like hands on practical – Mt14
		Washing the disciples feet is personal example – J13
		Jesus also used object lessons, some object to teach – Mt13
	Today, in Matthew 21:18-22 two lessons from a fruitless fig tree
1st Lesson – How To ‘Move a Mountain’
	A. Setting 18-20
		Jesus and His disciples returning to Jerusalem day after triumphal entry
		Jesus is hungry and sees a fig tree with leaves
		Jesus goes to the tree expecting to find fruit but finds none
		Jesus states:  let no fruit grow on you ever again
		Immediately the fig tree withered Mt21:19b
			Mark 11:20-21 tells us the disciples observe this the next day
		When the disciples saw it, they marveled 
The disciples ask:  how did the fig tree wither away so soon?
	B. 1st Lesson – how did the fig tree wither so soon 21-22
		Jesus answers the question they ask Him, object lesson from the fig tree
		Assuredly I say to you – formula for an important lesson
		If you have faith and do not doubt you will …
			Not only do what was done to the fig tree
			But also say to this mountain [Mt of Olives] be removed into the sea
				A proverbial expression for a really big job
			It will be done
			And whatever things you ask in prayer believing, you will receive
		How do Umove a mountain? How does a fig tree wither? With faith and prayer.
	C. How to ‘move a mountain’ - Faith and Prayer
		1. Faith – Romans 10:17 faith comes by hearing the word of God. Faith …
			Believing or trusting in what God/Jesus says – J1140 Mt810 Lk1842  Mk1052
			Doubting faith – when Ustop hearing Mt1431, put seeing above J2025   Ja16
			Degrees of faith little/great Mt6:30 8:10 14:31 15:28
			Seen in actions Mt9:2, 9:22, 25:21-23, Hb11 by faith …
			Opposite is unbelief Mt17:20
			Saves Lk7:30
			Has stewardship idea of being faithful Lk16:10-12
			God commands us to have faith Lk17:5-10
			Will decline before the second coming of Jesus Lk18:18
			Faith will be tested Ja1:2ff



		2. Prayer
			Not just saying words to God but believing words to God Mt6:9ff
			‘when you pray’ – a prayer life, assumed U have Mt65-7 1423 Lk612 2244
			God’s will not your will Mt26:39,42 9:38, J17:15 1J5:14
			Ask in Jesus name J16:26  
			Avoid hypocrisy Mt6:5-9 23:14
			Avoid self righteousness Lk18:11
			The only way for some things to be done Mt17:21
			Watchful so not enter into temptation Mt26:41 Mk1337, not sleep Lk22:46
			Forgive others so God forgive you and hear you Mk11:25-26 Mt6:14-15
			Always Lk18:1-8, when JS returns will He find praying ppl of faith???
2nd Lesson – God Expects Fruit
	A. Setting 18-20
		Jesus and His disciples returning to Jerusalem day after triumphal entry
		Jesus is hungry and sees a fig tree with leaves
		Jesus goes to the tree expecting to find fruit but finds none
		Jesus states:  let no fruit grow on you ever again
		Immediately the fig tree withered Mt21:19b
			Mark 11:20-21 tells us the disciples observe this the next day
		When the disciples saw it, they marveled 
The disciples ask:  how did the fig tree wither away so soon?
The disciples question ‘how’ is one of means, manner of the fig tree withering
	Jesus answers the ‘how’ in 21-22
	But does their question of ‘how’ relate to JS statement of no fruit in 19?
	B. 2nd Lesson – Why did JS say let no fruit grow on you ever again? 19
		The answer comes out of the context of chapter 21:1-17
			Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Jesus came as King, Palm Sunday
				The day began with His coming as King of Peace 1-11
				The day climaxed w His demonstrating the King’s authority 12-14
				The day ended w His leaving unrecognized/rejected as King 15-17
			Jesus expected to be King, the nation rejected Him as King
		The fruitless fig tree is an object lesson of fruitless Judea/Israel
			Judea had ‘leaves’ the show of bearing fruit thus fruit was expected
			Judea did nt have fruit – righteousness, truth as evidenced in attitude 2JS
			Jesus expected to find fruit but none was there, Is51-7 Jer 813 241-8 Mic71-4
		AD70 Romans destroyed Jerusalem and Judea
C. How to bear fruit
	Good soil, hear the word and take root Mt 13:8, be saved 
		John 15 – the Vine and the branches
			Jesus is the vine, we are the branches, the Father is vinedresser
			Branches only bear fruit if they ‘abide’ in the vine, we must abide in JS
			God expects fruit, abiding means bear much fruit
			Bearing fruit:  abiding, obeying, loving
		Abiding– remain, continue over a long period of time, spend time w JS
		Obeying – things God requires, things Jesus says
		Loving – love God, love your neighbor, love one another, love your enemy
Two lessons from a fruitless fig tree.
	1st Through genuine faith and substantive prayer we can move ‘mountains’
	2nd God wants and expects believers to bear fruit.  We must not be all leaf and no fruit.
