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Introduction
	A few years ago Sandy and I were invited to dinner at the home of Kim and Joe Trivilino
		Sandy worked for Kim at Living Stones Christian Book Store in Potsdam
		Joe is a hunter, and he had won a hunting lottery for moose in Newfoundland
		He got a moose and that was the main course for the dinner
		Joe simply said, ‘It tastes a lot like prime rib’, and he was right
	If you are trying to explain something or describe something to someone w no experience
		You may use a phrase such as: it tastes a lot like
		The word ‘like’ introduces a simile, a figure of speech which means likeness
		Similes are one set of circumstances likened to another, a likeness, nor represent
	The expression ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ is used 31X’s and only in Matthew, 30/31 by Jesus
		The first use is by John the Baptist in 3:2
		In 4:17, JS begins His ministry with ‘repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand’ 
		Jesus is King, and He is preaching the Kings message both present and to come
	When Jesus says ‘the kingdom of heaven is like …’ in Matthew, He is using figurative 
language of simile so we have some likeness of heaven, something we relate to
	He is not saying heaven is… but rather the Kingdom of heaven is like …
Jesus uses this expression, ‘the kingdom of heaven is like’ 12X’s
7 of the 12 are in Matthew 13 and we looked at 3 last week
the parable of the sower does not use KOH is like.  About diff response to hearing 
	Today, Matthew 13:44-52 I would like to put together for you … heaven is like … 
		More precisely the kingdom of heaven is like …
Kingdom of Heaven Is Like …
I. Three Parables To The Multitudes 24-43
	A. looked at these last week, to the multitudes
	B. parable of the wheat and tares Mt 13:24-30, 36-43
		Parable – man sowing a field of wheat, enemy comes sows tares, leave until 
sorted end of the age
		Likeness – church age, both believers and fakes grow side by side
			But God will sort them at th end of he age lawlss and offender judged hell
				Righteous shine forth
			Coming of Christ Mt 25:31-46 sheep and the goats
		Examine self 2C if in the faith 2Co13:5, know by fruit Mt7:17, no faking it wGod
	C. parable of the mustard seed 13:31:21
		Parable – mustard seed smallest of herb seeds, grows and birds nest in branches
		Likeness – church age characterized by phenomenal growth from little beginning
			But also come false prophets and false Christs Mt24:4-5, 11-12
	D. parable of the yeast 13:33
		Parable – woman takes leaven [yeast] and kneads into dough, whole loaf leavened
		Likeness – yeast always negative in Scripture, Mt 16, 1Co5
			Bad teaching multiplies, influence, both + and – side by side
			Rv2:18 and 2:12 and 2:18





II. Four Parables To the Disciples 34-36, 44-52
	A. Multitudes 34-36a
		Fulfill prophecy of Ps78:2 open mouth to them in parables
	B. Disciples 36b 
		JS sends multitude away, D’s ask Him to explain the parable of the tares [37-43]
	C. Parable of the hidden treasure Mt 13:44
		Parable – treasure hidden in a field, a man found and hid and joy over it
			Goes and sells all he has so he can get the treasure
		Likeness – finding hidden buried treasure worth all that you have
			Finding Christ is the ultimate buried treasure to find, produces eternal joy
				Entering the KOH, sacrifice everything to possess the treasure
			Other buried treasure? Nuggets of gold/gems in the Scripture
				Ps73:25-28, Dn10:12, Ph3:12-14
	D. Parable of the pearl of great price 13:45-46
		Parable – a merchant seeks beautiful pearls, finds one, sells all to get the one
		Likeness – finding the one thing you have been seeking your whole life
			Better than everything else in life
			Similar to the hidden treasure, Jesus is worth giving up on everything else
			salvation
			Jim Eliot – he is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain what 
he cannot lose J6:68, J11:16
	E. Parable of the dragnet 13:45-50
		Parable – dragnet cast into the sea, gathers all kinds of fish, bring to shore, good 
saved, bad separated, wicked from the just sent to a furnace of fire		
		likeness – find out later who is good and who is bad
			that U don’t know everything about everybody
			there is still time to repent and be good and just
			end of the age there is judgment of the wicked, by number of words this is 
the emphasis that Jesus is stressing in the parable
			we may not see justice today, but KOH there will be justice, net tightening
			similar to parable of the wheat and tares
	F. Parable of the householder 51-52
		Jesus inquires whether they understand?
			Disciples affirm that they do 
Parable – Every scribe instructed concerning KOH is like a homeowner who finds 
treasure in old and new things
		Likeness – 
			Scribes are almost always negative in NT5:20  7:7  8:19  9:3  12:31  16:21
			Not describing what heaven is like but rather describing what KOH is like
			Finding treasure in things U already have.
			The Scribe with all his knowledge blind, but when eyes opened to Christ
				He finds treasure, like a homeowner who sees treasure in his home
Lessons [MacArthur p384]
1. KOH must be personally appropriated		
2. KOH is priceless 1Pt1:4
3. KOH is the source of joy J16:24, 15:1-11
4. KOH entrance may come in many ways [Spurgeon Is4:22, Ethiopian eunuch 8:26-39
5. KOH has a high price 19:16-22, Lk14:28-33  Ph3:5-7
	6. KOH has a judgment, that is of fire, this is a most awful judgment, hell a place of 
torment
