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Introduction
	We all know that there are different degrees of hearing, some of which include the ff…
		hearing – music in a waiting room, TV in an airport, postlude after a church 
service, background sounds we are aware is there but we barely listen to
		Hearing – step up, conversations we have with people, watching a TV show or 
movie, waiter or waitress taking an order, our mind is engaged and 
attentive but we can zone out if we lose interest
		HEARING – mother/father/spouse says to you ‘I have been diagnosed with 
cancer and have 3 months to live’, your child’s name called during 
graduation, policeman talking to you about your driving
	Of all our five senses, hearing is the most important to Christian faith
		The Scripture says faith comes by hearing, hearing by the Word of God Ro10:17
But how should we describe what hearing the Word of God should be? 
How should we think of what hearing should be like with the Word of God???
		HEARING – full attention, concentration, concerns your soul and souls of others
	In Matthew 13:1-23 Jesus encourages listeners to be HEARING the word of God 
[bookmark: _Hlk212273980]I. Parable To Encourage HEARING The Word of God 1-9
	A. One day… 1a
		Healed demon possessed man/blind and mute 12:22-23, charged w casting out 
demons by the ruler of the demons Beelzebub 24, answers charge 25-37, asked for 
a sign 38, calls this generation evil and adulterous, no sign given 39-45, mother 
and brother come to visit 46-50, opposition intensifies, a long and eventful day!!
	B. Speaks to a multitude from a boat
		The cove of the sower, 1 mile southwest of Capernaum, bowl shaped landscape
	C. Parables
		Greek παρα [along] and βαλλω [throw down], spiritual truth set alongside a story
		Conceal truth from those who denied Him, reveal truth to those who desired Him
	D. The parable of the sower
		Sower went out to sow
			Some seed fell by wayside and birds came and ate
			Some seed fell in stony places, grows up, sun comes and scorches, withers
			Some seed fell in thorns, thorns come up and choke
			Others fell in good soil, yielded a crop 100, 60 30 fold
		He who has ears to hear, let him hear, what did they just hear? HEAR
			JS IS encouraging HEARING, understanding, think about to understand
			Matthew 11:15 and 13:43, similar to Rv2:7,11,17, 29, 3:6, 13, 22 and 13:9
			Stressing and emphasizing listening to what has just been said, attentive
II. Reasons To Encourage HEARING The Word of God 10-18
	A. Question 10
		Question – why do You speak 2them in parables? Note 10-23 to D’s not multitude
		The disciples note the change in Jesus’ teaching method to parables
			Sermon on the mount 5-7 – direct discourse
			Centurion 8:10-13
			Critics at Matthews house 9:12-13
John’s disciples 9:14-17
			Commissioning of the twelve on their mission trip 10:5-42
			John’s question and follow up 11:4-30
			Pharisees question on the Sabbath 12:3-13
			Pharisees and casting out demons and looking for a sign 12:25-45
	B. Answer - Two Reasons 11-15
		1. Because mysteries given to Jesus followers – true listeners 11-12
			Given to you to know the mysteries [secrets] of the Kingdom of Heaven
			Not given to them to know – divine sovereignty, God gave to them
			Whoever has – he will have an abundance
			Whoever does not have – what he has will be taken from him 
		2. Because though others see and hear they do not understand–mere hearers 13-15
			Fulfills the prophecy in Isaiah 6:9-10, describes Jews of Jesus’ day
				Prophecy given immediately Isaiah answers call of God
				They hear and don’t hear, they see and don’t see
				Their hearts are hard to the Lord – human responsibility
			The Pharisees in Mt12:22ff healing of man yet say by Beelzebul
			The Pharisees in J 9 refuse to believe though they know
	C. Blessed 16-17
		Those who see and those who hear are blessed
		Many prophets desired to see and hear what you see and hear 
and did not see and hear what you see and hear
	Isaiah[6:11], Daniel[9:2ff, 8:13, 12:6], Simeon and Anna [Luke 2:25-38]
III. Explanation To Encourage HEARING The Word of God 19-23
	A. Jesus explains the seed	18-19a
		Therefore hear the parable of the sower
		The seed is the word of the Kingdom or the Word of God
		The Bible is the written Word of God
		Jesus is the living Word of God J 5:39
	B. Jesus explains the parable of the sower	19b-23
		He who receives the seed by the wayside – unresponsive hearer  19b
			Hears the word and does not understand it, refuses to understand it
			The wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart
		He who receives the seed on stony places – superficial hearer 20-21
			Hears the word and immediately receives it with joy
			Has no root in himself, but endures for a little while
			When tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, stumbles
		He who received the seed among the thorns – worldly hearer 22
			Hears the word and the cares of the world and deceitfulness of riches
			Choke the word and it becomes unfruitful
		He who received the seed on the good ground – receptive hearer 23
			Hears the word and understands it, i.e. he HEARS it, gets it
			Bears fruit and produces some 100X, some 60X and some 30X
	The purpose of the parable is not to say some lose salvation but rather to show different 
responses to hearing the word of God.  Strong encouragement to hear the Word
Hearing means understanding
HEARING The Word of God …
	1. Before you hear the Word of God, prepare your heart, ask God to let you hear
	2. As you hear the Word of God, pay careful attention and get something from hearing
	3. After you hear the Word of God, do something with what you heard
	4. Use your ears to hear, not just hearing the words but listening, trying to understand
	5. Place yourself into the context of what is being said, with the heart to hear for you
	6. Should be more important than all the many things U might also have 2do Lk 10:38-42
7. There will be different responses to hearing the Word of God,  ask self what kind of 
soil you are, what is your response, are you seeking to understand? 
