Great Faith
Matthew 15:21-28
January 4, 2026
Introduction
	Moody Bible Institute produces:  Stories of Great Christians
		Bring to life through dramatization heroes of the Christian faith
		People like:  Hudson Taylor missionary to China
			William Carey – father of modern missions
			Gladys Aylward – orphanage work in China
			Fanny Crosby – blind after birth but wrote words for many hymns
			David Livingston – medical doctor and missionary in Africa
	The Bible devotes Hebrews chapter 11 to some men and women of great faith
		Abel – who gave God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain
		Enoch – whose faith pleased God so much that he was taken and did not die
		Noah – prepared an ark and preached of the righteousness of God
		Abraham – who by faith left his home to a land that God would show him
		Sarah – who by faith received strength to conceive when well past childbearing ..
	The Bible only uses the phrase ‘great faith’ once, in Mt 8:10 where JS says of the 
Unnamed Centurion who said to JS:  ‘only speak a word and …’ 
and JS says:  I have not found such great faith , not even in Israel
	But there is one more place in which words very close to ‘great faith’ are used
		In Mt15:28 JS says of an unnamed woman:  O woman, great is your faith
		Today look at three ingredients of great faith in this woman
1st Ingredient of Great Faith – JESUS 21-22a
	A. Jesus area of ministry
		Galilee [Matthew 17X’s]
		Judea [Mathew 8X’s]
		Decapolis [Matthew 1X, Mark 2X’s]
		Samaria [Matthew 0X’s, Luke 1X, John 4X’s]
	B. Jesus in region of Tyre and Sidon 1X	
		Tyre and Sidon
			two Mediterranean coastal cities located about 40-60 miles 
from top of Sea of Galilee, Canaanite cities
			Tyre – Solomon made arrangements with Hiram King of Tyre for cedar 
trees when building the temple 2Sm5:11 
			Tyre was a fortified island, trade center
Tyre center of trade and oppression, prophecies against it Is23:1ff
Tyre judged by God Jer25:22, 27:3, 47:4, Ezk 26:2ff 27:2ff
Tyre withstood all conquerors until Alexander the Great 332BC, 7 mo 
siege, built two motes out to the island, 0.6 mile from shore, 
breached 150’walls
		Jesus goes to region of Tyre and Sidon
			Went out fm there – i.e. Gennesaret, NW shore of Sea of Gal. [14:34], 21a
			Departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon, 21b
				This is exceptional!!!
			Some suggest for a period of rest, Mk7:24 could be read this way
	1st ingredient of great faith is JESUS
		Jesus goes to region of Tyre and Sidon to meet the woman 
		A woman of Canan came to Jesus and cried out to Jesus 22a	
		Jesus must be in the picture, Jesus comes to where she is, where any are
2nd Ingredient of Great Faith – UNSOLVABLE PROBLEM 22b	
	A. Mercy
		She needs mercy, compassion but has no basis for it
		She is asking for something undeserved
	B. Lord, Son of David
		Appropriate and respectful address, but she has no connection
		Turning to the Lord and not her Canaanite gods 1h1:9
	2nd Ingredient of great faith an UNSOLVABLE PROBLEM 
		Daughter
		Severely demon-possessed – what would any parent do?
			Where do you find help for an unsolvable problem???	J6:68
		No man-made solution to this, needs the power of God, needs Jesus
		an unsolvable problem requires faith, great faith, no human solution
3rd Ingredient of Great Faith – Persistence 23-28
	A. Persistence through silence 23a
	B. Persistence through discouragement of others, thru obstacles, personal rejection 23b
	C. Persistence through reasonable objections 24,26, 27
	D. persistence in need for help 25 
	E. Persistence with humility 27, v25 also she worshipped 
		Note in v27 her statement:  Yes Lord yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs … 
		Compare this with Mk 7:28-29, Jesus in particular notes this in her faith
	F. Persistence leads to desire fulfilled 28
		Jesus commends this woman ‘great is your faith’

	She only wanted a crumb
	3rd ingredient of great faith is persistence, Lk18:1-8

This passage is in the Scripture to show us that God cares for the individual in ‘Tyre’
	Jesus went there.  Foreshadow of E3:4-6 explanation of the mystery revealed that barrier 
between Jew and Gentile broken down in Jesus
	Great faith is faith in Jesus
	Great faith is needed for impossible problems
	Great faith is a persistent faith, it never gives up

This woman was no spiritual giant like Abraham, she is more like Rahab in Joshua 2
	She acts on what she knows, but she acts vigorously and with belief, great faith

You and I can apply what we learn from the great faith of this Canaanite woman to our lives
	Great faith is in JESUS – not $, not medicine, not tech, not politicians, not … but Jesus
	Great faith is needed when you face unsolvable problems – decisions, impossibilities…
	Great faith is persistent – this is seen in prayer and in spite of whatever else U know/see




