Divine Encounter
Mark 15:16-22
Introduction
	Coincidence = accidental or remarkable events at the same time in a way that suggests a 
		causal relationship
	I don’t’ believe in coincidence.  I believe God is sovereign over the universe and this 
		includes the people and events that occur in His universe
		e.g. in Ruth 2:3 she ‘happened’ field of Boaz, Esther 6:2 of Mordecai …Haman
	As you know, I am reading through Spurgeon’s Morning and Evening as part of my 
		devotional reading.  I am also reading through the Bible.
	My through the Bible reading for Thursday, June 29 began at 2Ch 32 and the evening 
		devotional in Spurgeon was from 2Ch32:31.  
	Some would call that coincidence, I don’t.  I see that as the providential leading of the 
		sovereign God.
	In 2Ch32:31, bcs of pride in his life, the Lord withdrew from King Hezekiah to test him
	God wanted me to see the importance of His grace in my life and how He keeps me 
		Everywhere.  I do not call that coincidence I call that a divine encounter.
	Today in Mark 15:21-22 look at a divine encounter between the Lord Jesus and a man 
		named Simon
Divine Encounter Between Jesus and Simon
I.  Jesus’ Day … 16-20
	A.  Jesus had an eventful day
		Passover celebration 14:12ff
		Lord’s table 14:22ff
		Prayer in Garden of Gethsemane 14:32ff
		Betrayal and arrest 14:43ff
	B. Jesus trial before angry chief priests, scribes and elders 14:53-65
		False witnesses
		False charges
		Night trial
		Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?
		Charge of blasphemy
		Abandoned by His disciples 14:66-72
	C. Jesus trial before Pilate 15:1-15
		Interrogation
			Are You the King of the Jews? 2
			Do You answer nothing? 4
			Do you want me to release you the King of the Jews? 9
			What then do U want me to do with Him whom you call the King of the 
				Jews? 12
			Why want evil has He done? 14
		Conviction 15
			Delivered Jesus to be scourged – praetorium 
			Delivered Jesus to be crucified
	D. Jesus in hands of the Roman soldiers 16-20a
		Praetorium, garrison called out 16
		Clothed with purple and twisted a crown of thorns on His head 17
		Mocked, struck, spit on, worshipped Him 18-19
		Put His clothes on Him 20a

	E. Jesus led away
		Led Him out to crucify Him 20b
			led [historical present -lead] on this road
			the condemned carried the crossbeam of his own cross – the patibulum
		today, the road Jesus was led on is called The Via Dolorosa 
			The actual road and path are not certain today
			Means way of suffering
			Represents the path JS would have taken from the Praetorium to Golgotha
II. Simon’s Day … 21-22
	A. Simon a Cyrenian
		Only mentioned here and in parallel accounts, Mt27:32 and Lk23:26
		Simon is a Jewish name
		Cyrene – Greek and later Roman city in N. Africa, modern Libya, ~1000mi fm Jer
			Ac 2:10 Cyrenians at Pentecost
			Ac6:9 Cyrenians attended the Synagogue of the Freedman in Jerusalem
			Ac11:20 some preached the gospel with Cypriots at Antioch to Hellenists
			Ac13:1 a man named Lucius from Cyrene
			Likely Simon traveling fm Cyrene 2Jerusalem 2make lifetime pilgrimage
		The father of Alexander and Rufus, only Rufus mentioned again in Ro16:13
			ID not necessary for the story 
			but of interest to Mark’s readers – likely the church that was in Rome
			Alexander and Rufus become leaders of church in Rome, likely audience
	B. Divine encounter occurs 
		JS was so weak from the scourging and other abuse, He could not carry the cross
		Simon coming out of the country and passing by
			Not from the fields, but from out of the country into Jerusalem, a pilgrim
			Passing by - he is apparently unaware of what has happened in Jerusalem
			On the road into Jerusalem as Jesus on the road to Golgotha
		Roman soldiers compel Simon to bear Jesus’ cross
			Compel is the term used for the military impressment someone for service
			Brought [historical present i.e. ‘bring’] 
				‘they’ bring him to Golgotha, translated the place of a skull
			Two locations for this
				The traditional Golgotha only 600’ from the Praetorium
				The 19th century, Gordon’s Calvary, 2000’ from the Praetorium
		Simon and Jesus brought together – a divine encounter
	Thoughts on this divine encounter – from Simons [or your] point of view
		1. inconvenient
		2. changed his direction
		3. involved doing something he did not want to do
		4. hard to do
		5. cost him time
		6. changed his life, became a Christian, married, sons
		7. not coincidence that it was him

	The next time you think ‘coincidence’, change your thinking to ‘divine encounter’
		And ask yourself, what is God saying to you

	Today in this church service is a divine encounter.  You with God and His word
		Inconvenient, change direction, do what not want to do, hard to do, cost, change?
