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Introduction
	Discern = to recognize, perceive, distinguish something, often with difficulty using your 
senses, intellect or judgment 
	People have to discern all the time with their five senses
		The baseball umpire has to see whether the runner is safe or out, football ref drop or catch
		The musician has to know whether their instrument is in or out of tune
		The baker uses their sense of smell to tell whether something is done or burnt
		The student learning a language has to learn to discern different accents
		The cell phone user has to learn to discern the right pressure to slide or select
	Jesus thought discerning was important, specifically discerning the signs of the times
		i.e. what was happening in their days
	Today look at Matthew 16:1-4 and talk about discerning signs of times.  
		First, I am going to look at what is happening in Mt16:1-4 in Jesus day, 1st century
		Second, take Jesus’ rebuke about discerning signs of the times and apply 2us 2026
I.  Pharisees and Sadducees ask Jesus for a Sign 1-4
	A. Read Matthew 16:1-4
	B. Context
		Jesus about 2 years into His ministry of discipling, preaching Kingdom of Heaven
		Jesus has just completed an excursus he took to Tyre and Sidon and Decapolis
			Found ‘great is your faith’ in a Cannanite woman asking for a crumb
				I think He went there just to meet this woman
			Had compassion on 4K who had been with Him 3 days without food
	C. Ask for a Sign from heaven 1
		Pharisees – Jewish sect that came to strongly oppose Jesus see 9:3,11 12:2,14,24
			They were big on tradition, fence around Law, popular among people
		Sadducees – Jewish leadership associated with the priesthood, aristocratic
			Cf w Pharisees not believe in resurrection or angels, only believed Torah
		Both groups critical of Jesus and have combined here to test Jesus
		Ask for a sign fm heaven, sign for them a visual proof that read as only from God
			Make the sun go back in sky, 24h daylight, rainbow, manna,???
			Note: 2nd request [Pharisees and scribes] for a sign from Jesus Mt12:38 
		This request is quite astonishing since JS had alrdy done multiple signs fm heaven
			Mt11:4-5 – the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
Hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached
			Johns signs:  2:11 turn water to wine, 4:46 heal nobleman’s son, 5:1 heal 
paralytic, 6:1 feed 5K, 6:16 walk on water, 9:1 blind, 11:1 Lazarus
	D. Jesus Response 2-4
		You can look at the evening and morning sky and tell what the weather will be
			The sky gives signs of what sort of day it will be, what weather will be
		Hypocrites -  U know how to discern the face of the sky but U cannot discern the 
signs of the times!!! [see above in Mt11:4-5 and John]
		Wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, 1 Co1:22
		No sign will be given except the sign of Jonah the prophet [Jon1:17 3da in belly]
			Mt12:39-44, 16:21 17:23 20:19 28:1 – 3 days Jesus in the tomb




II. Discerning The Signs of 2026
	A. Discerning the signs of the end of the age, Mt 24:3ff
		Deception [intentional misleading to believe something false] 4
		Many coming in Jesus name saying ‘I am the Christ’ leading  many astray 5
		Wars and rumors of wars 6
		Famines, pestilences, earthquakes 7
		Tribulation 9
		Many false prophets rise up 11
		Lawlessness increase, love of many growing cold 12
		Enduring to the end saved but many will fall away 13
		Abomination of desolation spoken by Daniel the prophet standing in holy pace 15
	B. Discerning the signs of 2026
		I see a world with lots of signs in 2026, but which to choose from???
			This is subjective and you may disagree
			I am trying to discern what I see in 2026, your list may be different/better 
		Culture
			Decline US birth&marriage rates to historically low levels1.6child/woman
				Marriage rate about half what it was 60years ago Gn1:28 2:24
			Violence R movies, crime TV shows, graphic violence, shootings in 
schools and places of worship, gen immune to violence Gn6:11
			Pleasure ethic of life, B’s$ sports stadiums, athlete salaries 2Ti3:4
				Pandemic chose unemployment over work when could go to work
			Poor hi cost of living/housing, $45 family 3 BK, shutting the poor out, too 
expensive Ga2:10, Lk4:18-19 Amos 4:1, James 2:5-6
		Politics
			Demonization of the other party or anybody who disagrees, loss of civility 
in speech Co4:6
			Christians thought of as a political chip by the secular media
				the politicization of Christians instead of faith Ac11:26
			President Trump Jan 13 interview w CBS news anchor Tony Dokopuil
				Asked about his statement to NYT that he believes the only limit 
on his power is his own morality, Trump said I’m a moral person… 
my power is limited by my morality and I have a very high rate of 
morality, 
my question where is God/Bible in this morality? Pv21:1J19:11
		Churches
			New definition of ‘worship’ = music, contemporary
			Non-denominational and loss of doctrinal distinctives 2Ti4:3
			Issues instead of the gospel Rev2:12—3:6
		First Baptist Church
			Gray heads Pv20:29
			Membership, baptism
			Some have never … [prayer meeting, church dinner, work day, PM 
service, Sunday School, business meeting, …], the ‘body’ mindset?
1Co12
		Those are a few signs of the times in 2026, try to discern what they mean, what do
