Compassion
Matthew 15:29-39
January 11, 2026
Introduction
	When I was in the Navy, I had a friend in the Airforce, a  Captain nicknamed HB
		HB worked at the Pentagon and he helped with Navigator ministry at Ft.Myer
		HB was kind, gentle, compassionate.  You saw and felt it in his eyes and actions
		HB left the Air Force work for Compassion International – well suited for him
	Compassion = deep feeling of concern for another person suffering with a strong desire to 
help relieve the suffering
	Who cares for thos suffering? I think compassionate ppl are like an endangered species
		Compassion today is calculated as a cost/benefit
			Today is scheduled – if I have time in my life
			If it doesn’t inconvenience me too much
	We live in a fallen world, there is suffering in the world, people with compassion care 
and make a difference for good.  Matthew 15:29-39 is about the compassion of 
Jesus.  Maybe we can learn something to help us be compassionate
I. People In Need of COMPASSION Find It When They Come to Jesus 29-31
	Read 29-31… about ppl in need of compassion coming to Jesus
A. Jesus went out of His way 29
		Last week 15:21-28 we looked at JS exceptional trip to region of Tyre and Sidon
			Jesus went ~50 miles out of His way 
			A Canaanite woman had a daughter severely demon possessed suffered
			Jesus found great faith in this woman came 2JS and asked for a ‘crumb’
			Jesus had compassion, Jesus cared
		Jesus departed region of Tyre and Sidon and skirted Sea of Galilee 29

			[image: With Jesus on the Sea of Galilee - Randy Ingermanson's Blog]				Jesus went up on a mountainBypassing Capernaum
Goes to the Decapolis Mk7:31
Decapolis, 10 Greek Cities, not Jewish
Jesus taking roundabout way, way out

			Eastern shore of Sea of Galilee, mountainous 
			Somewhere in the Decapolis
			Note He went out of His way, way out of His way
	B. People in need of compassion come to Jesus 30-31
		Great multitudes come to Jesus
		Among them were:  lame, blind, mute, maimed and many others
			People most turn away from 
			People who come to Jesus, He will care that is why they come to Him
		Laid at Jesus feed
		He healed them the multitude marveled:  mute speaking, mained made whole, 
lame walking and the blind seeing
		no details of any of these healings
		They glorified the God of Israel!!! NT Hapax
			Likely this is a non-Jewish multitude
			God glorified
	People who need compassion should come to Jesus, may have to go find Him
		Imagine what you would see/feel if you looked at the face of JS
II. Jesus Shows COMPASSION To Those Who Come to Him 32, 35-39
Read 32, 35-39 Jesus shows compassion to those who come to Him
A. Jesus had compassion when He healed the lame, blind, mute and maimed
	But that is not all the compassion He had
B. Jesus had compassion for their need for food 32
	I have compassion on the multitude
		Compassion = moved in the inward parts
		With Him for 3 days
		Have nothing to eat – similar to 5K
		I do not want to send them away hungry lest they faint on the way
		Jesus saw that they were in need of food and He cared
	C. Jesus met their need for food 35-39
		Commanded the multitude to sit
		Took 7 loaves and a few little fish
		Gave thanks – giving and receiving food is something to thank God for
		Gave to disciples
		All ate as much as they wanted
		Gathered 7 large baskets of fragments
		4K men plus women and children were fed
		Sent them away full
		Went 2Magdala [alternate Magadan], Mk8:10 says Dalmanutha, locn. unknown
	Jesus shows compassion for physical needs to those who come to Him
III. Christians Need To Remember And Follow Jesus Example of COMPASSION 33-34
	Read 33-34 We see Jesus’ disciples response to the situation Jesus feels compassion4
A. Disciples should remember, should have faith
		Does anyone remember my sermon on Nov30, 2025???
			It was titled:  Why Do You Doubt?
			Based on Matthew 14:13-36
		Feeding of the 5K, some similarity to feeding of 4K but not the same
			Followed by a great multitude from cities
			Moved with compassion for them, healed their sick
			Disciples said – send them away, so they can go and buy food
			Jesus said You give them something to eat
			Disciples we have 5 loaves and 2 small fish
			Bring to Jesus and He gave thanks and gave to …
		Feed of 5K was only 3-6mos earlier than Mt 15
			They should have remembered Jesus cared
			They should have remembered JS could do because of what He had done
			They shld hv had faith Mt16:8-11 [O U of little faith…do U not remembr]
	B. Disciples Don’t remember, little faith
		Where will we get enough bread 33
		7 loaves and a few small fish
		Disciples don’t care, only see it as a problem for them they can’t solve
	Several things Christians should learn/do …
		Opportunities for compassion are usually not scheduled, convenient
		There is a very practical side to compassion – bread to eat
		Remember what God has done and taught you, live by faith, live out faith
		Necessary to rely on divine resources, you can’t do, God can do
		Lam3:22-23
		Uneed 2care, when someone suffering looks at your eyes, do they see compassion
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