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Introduction
	In the home Bible Study, we have been studying Genesis
		At our last meeting we took a brk fm the Bible Study and had  a Christmas party
		Of course evry prty must hav games, Bonnie Robsky came up w games and prizes
		Games included:  guessing how much candy in jars she filled, Genesis questions, Christmas ???
		Prizes included:  jars of candy, ornaments – prizes were also nice and fun
	When I think of prizes in the world, I think of…
		Nobel Prize, Pulitzer Prize, The Oscar, Powerball
		To win one of these prizes, you would have to …
			Nobel – discover or theorize something like Einstein Theory of Relativity
			Pulitzer – write something like Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird
			Oscar – star in a movie like 1934 It Happened One Night, Gable, Colbert
			Powerball - $2 and pick 6 correct numbers
	Philippian 3:12-16, prize an athlete pursues in running a race, see also Hb12:1, 1Co9:24-27, Is 40:31	
	Today talk with you about a prize for all of you for 2026
		For this prize, you do not have to answer any of Bonnies questions, discover a 
different theory of relativity, write a best selling book, become a movie star pay $2 and win Powerball, you don’t even have to run in an athletic competition
but you do need to see that you are in pursuit of the prize.
I. The Prize 12a, 14
	A. The prize is not salvation – salvation is a free gift by grace through faith
	B. The prize in the context of 3:7-11
		Things that were gain to me I have counted as loss – 
education as a Pharisee, school of Gamaliel
			His heritage as a descendant of tribe of Benjamin
		Count all things loss for excellence of knowing Christ
			Found in Him not having my own righteousness
			But righteousness that comes through faith in Christ
			Know Him and power of His resurrection and fellowship of His sufferings
			Conformed to His death
			By any means attain to the resurrection of the dead
	C. The prize is not yet12a
		Not already attained
		Not already perfected [matured] – this said after 30 years of Paul’s apostolic…
		Don’t get stalemated, don’t plateau, don’t settle for where you are spiritually
	D. The prize, the goal - The upward call of God in Christ Jesus 14
		What are you after in life?		What goals do you have?
		What is God calling you to? Upward, in Christ Jesus, being like Christ 1J3:2-3
		The prize is Christlikeness.  Christlikeness looks like … [none req miraculous]
			Willingness to touch someone no one else would touch Mt8:3
			Showing mercy Mt9:13
			Praying alone Mt 14:23
Having compassion on people with needs Mt15:32
			Forgiving those who hurt you Lk23:34
			Love and help those who come 2U searching for spiritual help Mk10:21
			Out of the way to deal with an interruption Lk8:45
			Full of grace and truth J1:14
			Following Jesus and being light to a dark world J8:12 Mt5:16
			Love people and feel their grief J11:35-36
			Be a servant, wash others feet, follow Jesus’ example, do …  J13:14-15
II. How To Obtain The Prize 12b-16
	A. You must press on every day in 2026 12b-13a, 14a
		Press on – the striving of the athlete in a race to win despite others, aches pains
		Pressing on so you can lay hold of that for which Christ laid hold of you 12b
		Pressing on because you have not yet obtained the prize 13a
		Pressing on because it is your goal in life 14a
		The prize is not just handed to you, it must be pursued vigorously
	B. You must forget some things from 2025 and earlier 13b
		The runner in the race must forget the stumble had earlier, jab in side,…
		Forgetting those things which are behind
		Forgetting some things from 2025…
		Forgetting some things from 2024…
		The prize requires leaving or forgetting things that should be left or forgotten
			Sin or sinful ways
			Bad habits
			Harmful relationships
			failures
	C. You must reach forward to new things in 2026 13c
		Runner in a race reaches forward, keeps goal in mind
		Reaching forward to those things which are ahead
		Reaching forward in 2026 to things that bring you closer to God
			Spending time with God
			Reading the Word of God
			Praying with diligence
			Growing in some area you need to grow in
			Christlikeness does not just happens it is something you pursue, press for 
	D. You must have the right attitude /mindset 15-16
		If mature have this mind – attitude
		If in anything you think differently, God will reveal it to you
		Where you have already attained, walk by the same rule be of the same mind
			Live up to where you already have in Christ, most live well below
			This is a plea to live up to it
The Christian is like the athlete in pursuit of the prize, a prize you must press toward like runner
	Not candy
	Not Nobel
	Not Pulitzer
	Not Oscar
	Not $$$
	Not Olympic medal
	But the upward call of God in Christ, Christlikeness
	You have not finished, you must press forward toward the prize
	You need to get out of your comfort zone, not feel comfortable with where you are at
	Press on toward Christlikeness
	Make this your goal in 2026

