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3520 Rue University Montreal, Qc, H3A 2A7
Sunday Worship, 10:30 am
Tel: (514) 486-1165 www.mountainsideunited.ca

PENTECOST, Year A 
May 24, 2026
Pentecost Sunday

Deep Spirituality, Bold Discipleship, Daring Justice

Territorial Acknowledgement:
McGill University is on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst Indigenous peoples, including the Anishinabeg and Kanienʼkehá꞉ka. We acknowledge and thank the diverse Indigenous peoples whose presence marks this territory on which peoples of the world now gather. 
Prelude:										     Daybreak – Ola Gjeilo
											      Piano: Alberto Santos
Holy Greeting
The grace of our Sovereign Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you!

And also with you!

Hymn: VU#562 Jesus Calls Us

1. Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult
of our life's wild restless sea,
day by day his clear voice sounding,
saying "Christian, follow me."

2. Long ago apostles heard it
by the Galilean lake,
turned from home and toil and kindred,
leaving all for Jesus’ sake.

3. Jesus calls us from the worship
of the vain world's golden store,
from each idol that would keep us,
saying "Christian, love me more."

4. In our joys and in our sorrows,
days of toil and hours of ease,
still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
"Christian, love me more than these."

5. Jesus calls us: by your mercies,
Saviour, may we hear your call,
give our hearts to your obedience,
serve and love you best of all.

Call to Worship

Help us, Lord Jesus, to find here a place apart from the worries and stresses of these days.
We find ourselves living in strange times, O God.
Personal budgets are being stretched, prices continue to climb for our daily bread and we find it harder to make ends meet, so we find it harder to be generous to others.
We find ourselves living in more global times, O God, for in this land we have been isolated from the ongoing struggles of the 2/3rds world.
Give us, most Holy Spirit, a time to catch our breath, a time to reflect on higher things and our higher purpose and a time for the rekindling of our spirits for the challenges of our days.
Silent Prayers
God in your love,
Hear our prayer.

Hymn: VU#381 Spirit of Life

Spirit of Life, come unto me.
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion.
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice.
Roots hold me close; wings set me free;
Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me.

Epistle 1: Corinthians 1: 10-18
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.)

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

This is the witness of the Early Church.
Thanks be to God!


Psalm: 49 VU#774 with sung refrain (R) 
Reader: Beverly Lough

   Refrain: God is our refuge: God is our strength.

Hear this, all you people! 
Give ear, all who inhabit the world,
	you of both low and high estate,
	rich and poor together. 
My mouth shall speak words of wisdom;
the thoughts of my heart are full of understanding. 
	I will turn my mind to a proverb,
	and with harp and song declare its meaning. R

Why should I fear when the days are evil,
when the wicked stalk my steps and harass me?
           They are people who trust in their wealth,
           and boast of their abundant riches.
           We see that the wise die
                 as well as the foolish and stupid;
           they perish, leaving their wealth to others. 
But wealth cannot redeem anyone,
or pay God the value of a person’s own life.
The tomb is their final home, their dwelling-place for ever,
though once they called estates by their own names. 
            Like sheep, they head for the Tomb
            with Death as their shepherd. 
But God will ransom my life;
            From the power of the Grave. God will save me. R
        

Gospel: Matthew 4: 17-23
Reader: Beverly Lough

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."
While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church!
Write these words on our hearts, dear God!


Hymn: VU#567 Will You Come and Follow Me

[bookmark: _Hlk123741267]1. Will you come and follow me     
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know     
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,    
will you let my name be known,      
will you let my life be grown      
in you and you in me?

2. Will you leave yourself behind     
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind        
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare     
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer         
in you and you in me?

3. Will you let the blinded see     
if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free     
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean,       
and do such as this unseen,      
and admit to what I mean        
in you and you in me?

4. Will you love the “you” you hide       
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside      
and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found      
to reshape the world around,      
through my sight and touch and sound     
in you and you in me?

5. Christ, your summons echoes true      
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you        
and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go           
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow     
in you and you in me.

Sermon: Life and Experience						                 Ethel Ann Flores
 
Music for Spiritual Centering:			 Like the murmur of the dove’s song – Alan Smith
			           Voices: Mountainside United Church Choir
						          Piano: Alberto Santos						
Silent Prayer:      


The Prayer of Jesus
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   Amen.

Hymn: VU#509 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky

Refrain:
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin
my hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people's pain, 
I have wept for love of them; 
they turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send? R

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend my poor and lame, 
I will set a feast for them;
my hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? R

Benediction: 

Postlude:		Spirit of God, Descent upon My Heart – arr. Lloyd Larson
						          Piano: Alberto Santos

Reference and Information
for the week of May 17, 2026

· TODAY we welcome Ethel Ann Flores, Chair of Session, to lead the Worship Service and you are invited for coffee after the service on Level 1.

· May 31. Worship in hymns and praise will be led by Mario Santos and Alberto Santos. 

· June 7. Worship will be led by Rev. Morgan Bell.

· Please consider donating to our Camp Appeal with a donation by cheque, cash or e-transfer. The campaign runs until the mid June 2026. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact a member of the Outreach Committee.

· Used Item Collection – Summer Days:  Please gather up your used stamps, aluminum tabs, plastic bread tags, eyeglasses and empty prescription bottles (with labels removed) and bring them to church on Sunday.  Ester Vicente, a member of the Outreach Committee, will be sure that they are delivered to the organizations that can use them for fundraising purposes. If you have these items, feel free to bring them in on any Sunday and give them to Ester or any other member of the Outreach Committee.
· Please consider giving to the church. Your gift will help serve our local community and far beyond. 
For that, we are grateful. You may leave your offering in the plate at the back of the sanctuary. If you are at home, you can send a cheque, e-Transfer funds, or arrange for Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR). See details on giving at www.mountainsideunited.ca.  

The service is livestreamed on Zoom on Sunday Mornings.
[bookmark: _Hlk124412382]In the event of poor reception, the Service may be viewed later on our YouTube Channel:

Please visit our website for regular updates and more information!www.mountainsideunited.ca
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