Dear Padre,

When | was young, my parish covered all the statues
during part of Lent. What did it mean exactly? Do any
churches still do this?

In 2001, the US Conference of Catholic Bishops approved the
practice of veiling statues and crosses during the last two weeks
of the season of Lent, beginning on the fifth Sunday of Lent. This
practice is optional, at the discretion of the local pastor. According
to the Roman Missal, “Crosses remain covered until the end of the
celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, but images remain
covered until the beginning of the Easter Vigil.”

Covering crosses and statues in violet cloth in the final weeks
of Lent indicates a shift in the Church’s focus from Jesus in the desert (gospel for the first Sunday of Lent) to
Christ during his Passion. Similar to other Lenten disciplines of penance and fasting that align us in solidarity
with Christ, the veiling custom is meant to deepen our appreciation for Christ’s ultimate sacrifice. It represents
our “fasting” from sacred depictions of the cross on which hung our salvation and from images of the saints,
who glorify Christ and in whom he is glorified. This concealment creates an absence to make our hearts grow
fonder for the Lord, who “bore our sins in his body upon the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed” (1 Peter 2:24). ®
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

We feel a deep and burning thirst that no drink in this
world can satisfy. Knowing this, let us not deceive our
hearts by trying to satisfy them with cheap imitations!...
Let us turn this thirst into a step stool, like children who
stand on tiptoe, in order to peer through the window of
encounter with God.

MARCO IACOBUCCI EPP / SHUTTERSTOCK
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our PariSh March 8, 2026

Third Sunday of Lent (A)

c o M M U “ ' T v Exodus 17:3-7 / Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 / John 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42
Are You Listening?

FR.THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR

#4 @ f today you hear his voice, harden not yoUr hearts.” (See Psalm 95.) Our psalm prayer invites us to respond to
the Word of God. A positive response should be assumed as ordinary: very few among us would deliberately
ignore God’s voice. The challenge is not in responding “yes” to the invitation of the Lord but rather in “hearing”
his voice.
There are so many voices that daily compete for attention. We seem to be bombarded every waking moment
with some kind of noise that demands attention and action. At one time, Neil Diamond might have been able to
celebrate the “Beautiful Noise” of the city, but it is far more difficult for us today. Frankly, the noise around us

is deafening, and most people long for true silence, a break in the pattern, a vacation from the
frantic anxiety that seems to be present.

A wonderful Lenten practice—indeed, a spiritual practice that goes well beyond Lent—is to
freely choose to disconnect from distraction. Resist the temptation to plug in the earbuds. Refrain

from the distraction of social media content. Leave your cell phone in the living room, go sit in
the backyard, and pay attention to nothing. “Be still and know that | am God” (Psalm 46:11), the
psalmist reminds us. Listen for God’s voice, hear his call, and respond to the invitation. ®
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“The love of God has b__e,eh,_:
poured out inito our hearts.

been given to us. ’
“ROMANS 5:5
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Reflect
Do I need more silence?
= Dol find silence difficult?
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Office hours are Wednesday & Thursday 7:30 am—35:30 pm.
If there is an Emergency you may call Corinne at 715-250-2109 or
Father David at 920-228-1814. Thank-you.

St Mary’s Mass schedule in Black Creek: Saturdays @ 4 PM,
Sundays @ 8 AM, Tuesday—Friday @ 7:30 AM

.
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Sunday 3/01/26 = $1,588.00 Attendance =79

Amount needed per week - $ 1,583.27

Mass Intentions

03/08/26— Living & Deceased family Members of Tom & Carol
Weyenberg by Tom & Carol Weyenberg

03/15/26— Memory of Kathryn Tubbs by Barb Erb

! Mass Servers —

03/08/26— Landon & Natalie Fischer

03/15/26— Alex & Reagan Krings, Nina Drossart, Jamesen Boerst

Ministers of the Word —

03/08/26— Mary Peeters

03/15/26— Kevin Peeters

Hospitality

03/08/26— Bernie Weier, Barb Erb, Amy Guyette

03/15/26— Pam Wetts, Rene LaFond, Anita Wegner

Meetings
Parish Council meeting @ 6 PM following

Finance Meeting @ 7 PM
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Green Bay—

catholiccharitiesgb.org can help those in need.

March 19

RE NEWS:
Wed. Mar. 11th 6:30pm RE Class. Confirmation class lead Stations of the
Cross at 7:25pm.
Sun. Mar. 15th 10am Mass. Confirmation Student Sponsor Meeting in
Church Hall after Mass.
Wed. Mar. 18th 6:30pm. Grades 3-11 Lenten Reconciliation Service.

Please pray for the 5 students in the 2" grade RE class who made

their 1t Reconciliation Sacrament last Wed, 3/4/26.

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry

Wednesday March 18 4—6 PM
Saturday, March 21 9—I11 AM
Thank you for all the donations so far this year!!

Feb. Report—40 Families, 110 Individuals, 24 Kids, 3 new families

Mass [ntentions that are available for the year of 2026: April 4;
September 20,(Picnic); October 18, 25; November 19 Deer
Hunter’s Mass, Thanksgiving; December 20, Christmas Day, 27,
and New Years. You may contact the office.

Heoppy Bouthday!
March 9 Lily Martin, Ashley Wegner; 10 Raquel Strayer; 11 Dawn Mart
Cody Owen; 12 Elizabeth Hackel; 13 David Henn, Alex Kring, Cheryl
Letter, Troy Wegner; 17 Lucas Eggers; 18 Brynn Drossart; 19 Janelle
Balthazor, Kyle Malueg; 21 Larry Svetnicka, Cody Wegner; 24 Erik
Seefeldt; 26 Steven Stascak; 27 Mary Court, Kevin Peeters, James Letter;
28 Brent Hartleben; 29 Donna Svetnicka; 30 Joseph Renner; 31 Reid Boh

St Laurence Tarish WS125 State Fwy 156 Banduel, WI 54107 715-758-8161

2026 Bishop’s Appeal
“Be the Light”

Many of our brothers and sisters struggle
with stress, depression, loneliness, and
financial insecurity.

Through it all, Catholic Charities continues to
care for those in need.

With your support of the Bishop’s Appeal,
you will help us serve even more people
across the diocese.

[

We invite everyone who is able, to please participate in the
Bishop’s Appeal. Our parish goal this year is $14,805.00.
As of 3 March we have received 21 gifts of $3,720.00.
Thank you! We are 25% of our way there.

Please give generously at
www.cathqlicfounda_ti_ongb.o_rg{gl__\_.f_g _

If you have already given, thank you so much. If you
haven’t given before, please consider making your first
gift this year. Every gift makes a difference. Those who are
able may want to join the Crozier Society with a gift of
$500 or more, which helps these ministries to reach even
more people.

Please prayerfully consider supporting the 2026 Bishop’s
Appeal. You may have received a pledge card at home in
the mail. If you have not, we have materials at the
entrances of the church. You can also visit
www.catholicfoundation.org/give.

Thank you for helping St. Lawrence Parish and our Diocese
share the light of Christ.

Stations of the Cross are this Sunday,
8 March after Mass. We invite
oo f P parishioners to please stay after Mass
”“Jf‘ S'!’-‘A)Tl@NS and join us for this special Lenten

3 ATy devotion and walk with Jesus in his

g Passion. It takes about 30 minutes.

Rice Bowls are available in front of the
church in the baskets by the sanctuary
steps.

= : Want a good digital way
ViEe D) to observe the Lenten
HORIC eard Season? The FORMED
website is a great way!

m

Emadl: stlawencenavarine@gmail.com  Website: stlawmencenavaring.ong

Here is an excerpt from an article titled: “3rd Sunday of Lent Year A, Sunday March 8, 2026” found on the “Young
Catholics” website—young-catholics.com:

Breaking Down Barriers

The Gospel reading for the 3rd Sunday of Lent Year A invites us to consider how Jesus reaches across boundaries to show
love and bring people to faith. When Jesus speaks to the Samaritan woman at the well, He crosses cultural and social
lines. Jewish people at that time avoided Samaritans, and men generally didn’t speak openly to women they didn’t know.
But Jesus doesn’t let these divisions stop Him. Instead, He shows that God’s love is for everyone, no matter who they are
or where they come from.

Jesus” actions challenge us to examine our own lives. We may have people or groups we tend to avoid or judge, whether
based on background, beliefs, or behavior. The 3rd Sunday of Lent Year A calls us to follow Jesus’ example by breaking
down barriers and welcoming others with respect and kindness. Just as Jesus spoke with the Samaritan woman, we are
called to reach out, share our faith, and listen with compassion. ..

Open to Change

The encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman is about more than just a conversation; it is an invitation to
change. Jesus meets her in her daily routine, drawing water from a well. But instead of just quenching her physical thirst,
Jesus offers her “living water,” something that will give her a new life...

Jesus’ offer of living water is an invitation to open ourselves to Him, allowing His love to change our lives. Like the
Samaritan woman, we may have things in our past that make us feel unworthy, but Jesus doesn’t hold these against us.

He speaks to us as we are and calls us to accept His gift of new life. Through prayer, sacraments, or time spent reading the
Bible, we can encounter Jesus and be refreshed by His presence. ..

A Woman Spreads the Good News

In the Gospel reading for the 3rd Sunday of Lent Year A, a Samaritan woman becomes an unlikely witness of Jesus. She
comes to the well as part of her daily life, not expecting to encounter Jesus or be changed by Him. Yet, after her
conversation with Him, she is filled with hope and eager to share her experience. This story shows us that God can use
anyone to spread His message, regardless of their past or circumstances.

Jesus’ knowledge of the woman’s personal life makes her believe He is more than just a teacher; He could be the
Messiah. She doesn’t keep this news to herself. Instead, she goes back to her town and tells everyone about Jesus.
Through her witness, many in her community come to believe in Him. Her excitement and willingness to share her
experience encourage us to be open about our faith with those around us.

This (gospel) reading also reminds us that women have always had an important role in spreading the Good News. The
woman at the well becomes one of the first people to share Jesus’ message with others. Like her, we can bring Jesus to
our families, friends, and communities by sharing what He has done in our lives. Our stories can lead others to believe,
just as hers did.

Celebration of the Scrutinies

Beginning this Sunday, 8 March, we will be celebrating the Period of Purification and Enlightenment, also known as the
Scrutinies, for Tiffany Fisher who now, as a member of the Elect, will be received into the Catholic Church through the
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) process. This period is a time of more intense preparation for the
Sacraments of Initiation for members of the Elect, so that their minds and hearts can have a deeper knowledge of Christ
the Savior. These very unique liturgies will be celebrated after the homily for the next three Sundays. Let us continue to
pray for Tiffany as she takes these next steps on her journey of faith.

ThedaCare At Home, is seeking hospice volunteers in our community to assist in caring for terminally ill patients
and their families. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Sarah Lederer at 920-422-6884 or
sarah.lederer@thedacare.org to learn more about this opportunity and upcoming trainings.

Catholic in Recovery Support Group Kick-Off Event
When: Saturday, 14 March 2026 at 6:00 P.M.
Where: St. Willebrord Parish, Lower Level
209 S. Adams St., Green Bay, WI 54301 You are not alone.
We welcome all who wish to grow and heal spiritually and emoti onally for any addiction, compulsion or unhealthy
attachment. No sign-up necessary. Questions? Contact Donna at 715-330-4354 or dthiry(@gbdioc.org.
This is an outreach program of the Office of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Green Bay.




