33rd Annual Big Sky Reining Classic
Futurity, Derby, and MRHA Stallion Stakes
Majestic Valley Arena
Kalispell, MT
August 18th-22nd, 2026

2026 SHOW CONDITIONS AND INFORMATION
The Montana Reining Horse Association is once again hosting the Big Sky Reining Classic at the Majestic Valley Arena ("MVA") in Kalispell, Montana. The SHOW WILL START AT 8:00 AM on Wednesday, August 19th. Paid warm-ups are on Tuesday, August 18th from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM and will be interspersed with open arena riding and arena drags on those days. 	Comment by Vanessa Rogers: Clarify
Entries

The entry form and the form to reserve stalls, paid warm-ups, and RV spots are available on the Big Sky Reining Classic website at https://www.montanareining.com/big-sky-reining-classic. The class schedule is also available on our website and social media pages. You need to submit one entry form for each horse you are entering, and you can combine all your stall, paid warm-up, and RV requirements on one reservation form.
Entry forms must be received by the show secretary by MONDAY, August 10th, 2026, to avoid the late fee and must contain at least enough information about each horse (name, competition license number, owner name & address, etc.) to allow the show secretary to open a file, confirm eligibility, & assign a back number. Other required documentation, which includes a competition license for each horse, and current NRHA memberships for each rider and owner, must be received to be included in the draw. Back numbers will not be released by the show secretary until you have arrived at the show and provided payment and all required documentation.	Comment by Vanessa Rogers: Arbitrary	Comment by Vanessa Rogers: Text jana	Comment by Vanessa Rogers: Office fees
Entries and stall reservation forms will continue to be accepted after the August 10th deadline but will be subject to the $50.00 late fee per horse.	Comment by Vanessa Rogers: Confirm
All show bill payments must be in US Funds. It is not sufficient to write on a check drawn on a Canadian bank that it is to be paid in US funds. If you pay your show bill by check, please make sure you have sufficient funds in the bank to cover your check. There will be a $30.00 service fee for all checks that are returned for insufficient funds. Multiple returns will be reported to NRHA for collections and could result in suspension of your NRHA show privileges.	Comment by Vanessa Rogers: Should be higher?

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, and American Express credit cards will be accepted. There will be a 3.5% fee on all credit card payments if you present your card to be swiped and 4% if you don't have the physical card to swipe.
Stalls
The MVA has 164 stalls in an enclosed stall barn and overflow outdoor stalls (limited availability), under cover west of the show arena. The "outside" stalls are under cover and are protected from the weather. Inside stalls have an asphalt floor; MVA does not have stall mats. The outside stalls have a dirt floor.
Stall Prices: 	
Inside - Monday-Sunday (Includes 5 bags of shavings)				$275.00 	Comment by Vanessa Rogers: update
Outside - Monday-Sunday (Includes 3 bags of shavings)			$240.00 

Stalls will be assigned on the following basis: First priority will be given to sponsors at the Silver ($500) level or higher. Thereafter, stalls will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. We will do our best to accommodate your preference for inside or outside stalls and your request to be stalled near someone else. 
As above, the stall price DOES include 5 bags of shavings for the indoor stall and 3 bags of shavings for the outdoor stalls (including stalls you choose to use as tack stalls). Additional shavings are $15.00 per bag. Included shavings will be at your stall when you arrive; additional shavings can be ordered at the show office.
Paid Warm-Ups and Open Arena Riding
Paid warm-ups are $45 for 5 minutes and will be held on Tuesday, August 18th from 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM with open riding 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM (drag), warmups 12:00 Noon - 3:00 PM, open riding from 3:00 PM - 4:45 PM (drag), and 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM. There will be a short drag every hour during the warmups. To stay on schedule and not cut into time for open arena riding, the clock for each paid warm-up will start as soon as the time expires for the previous warm-up. 	Comment by Vanessa Rogers: confirm	Comment by Vanessa Rogers: confirm
Paid warm-ups are likely to sell out and will be assigned strictly on a first come, first served basis, so be sure to get you paid warm-up reservations in early. You may request more than one paid warm-up slot per horse but all who request only one will be assigned first. We will do our best to accommodate preferred times.	Comment by Vanessa Rogers: Notes part of stall/warmup form?
Once paid warm-ups have sold out, we will start a cancellation list. We will notify you by email or telephone if there is an opening in the schedule. The paid warm-up schedule will be posted online and at the show office/arena.

The arena will be open on Monday August 17th once the footing has been appropriately prepared and the banners are up. The arena will also be open Tuesday August 18th for all horses and riders before paid warm-ups start and after paid warmups are completed. The arena will close at 7:30 AM on Wednesday August 19th to prepare the ground. The arena will remain open at night until 7:30 AM unless otherwise posted for ground maintenance; please note we will have stewards visiting the arena at all hours and will be reporting those suspected of any kind of abuse to the show steward. During open arena riding, drags will depend on the status of the ground; any required maintenance immediately after classes are completed will be announced and posted at the show. All horses must move to the warm-up pen when the arena is worked for liability reasons. During the show, we will alternate regular drags and double drags to keep the warmup pen well maintained. During a double drag, riders will be asked to enter the main arena until the warmup pen drag is complete. 
Unless otherwise announced, open arena riding will consist of circling on the hour and fencing on the half hour. For your own safety and that of others, please adhere to this rule and follow the circling protocols suggested by the NRHA.
RV Hookups
RV hookups can be reserved on the same form as stalls and paid warm-ups. The cost of an RV hookup is $70.00 per night, and we will have a limited number of hookups. RV hookups on the west side of the arena will be assigned first to show staff and sponsors (silver and above) and then on a first come, first served basis. The facility is adding hookups in the field north of the arena and barns that will be assigned on a first come, first served basis. You are welcome to dry camp in the field and bring your generator as fire regulations allow at the time. Dry camping is $25.00 per night.	Comment by Vanessa Rogers: confirm	Comment by Vanessa Rogers: confirm
Class Conditions
NRHA Ancillary Classes: This show offers a full slate of NRHA ancillary classes. These classes will be conducted in accordance with NRHA rules. Be sure you are familiar with those rules and your own NRHA earnings. You may be subject to NRHA sanctions if you enter a class for which you are not eligible.
NRHA Aged Event Classes:
Futurities - The Open and Non Pro Futurity classes, Levels 1 and 4, are open to all horses that have turned or will turn three years old in 2026 (i.e., were born in 2023). 
· Horses in all the futurity classes must be shown two handed in a snaffle bit or hackamore or one handed in a bridle in an NRHA approved bit.

Stallion Stakes Futurity Classes - Stallions Stakes Open and Non Pro Level 4 futurity classes will be run concurrently with the other futurity classes (see class schedule). The horses eligible to enter the MRHA Stallion Stakes futurity classes are all three-year old get of stallions donated to and sold in MRHA's Stallion Stakes auctions for the calendar year 2022 and 2026 as well as any buy-in stallions entered in 2026. 
Stallion Stakes Derby Classes - The horses eligible to enter the MRHA Stallion Stakes derby classes are all four-year old get of stallions donated to and sold in MRHA's Stallion Stakes auctions for the calendar year 2021 and 2026 as well as any buy-in stallions entered in 2026.
The list of stallions whose get are eligible for the 2026 Stallion Stakes classes will be posted on the MRHA website. Contact Vanessa Rogers at vr.reining@gmail.com if you have questions about the eligibility of your horse for the Stallion Stakes classes. These eligible horses do not have to be the product of a breeding sold in a Stallion Stakes Auction; however, if your three-year old is the product of a breeding sold in the 2022 auction, you are entitled to a 20% discount from the entry fee for the Stallion Stakes classes. Let the show secretary know on your entry form if your horse is entitled to the discount.
Derbies - The Open and Non Pro Derby classes, Levels 1 and 4, are open to all horses that have turned or will turn four, five, six, or seven years old in 2026
· Concurrent Open and Non Pro Derby Level 4 classes that are designated for 4-year olds only are open only to horses born in 2022. All derby horses must be shown one handed only, in accordance with NRHA rules in an NRHA approved bit.
Maturities - The Open and Non Pro Maturity class levels are open to all horses that have turned or will turn eight years old or older in 2026 (i.e., were born in 2018 or earlier). All maturity horses must be shown one handed only, in accordance with NRHA rules in an NRHA approved bit.
Ranch Riding Classes: The ranch riding horse should simulate a horse riding outside the confines of an arena and reflect the versatility, attitude and movement of a working horse. The class is judged on the horse's ability to work at a forward, working speed while performing the required and optional maneuvers. The required maneuvers are the walk, jog and lope (both directions), the extended trot and extended lope at least one direction as well as stops, back and one change of direction. The optional maneuvers are sidepass; turns of 360 degrees or more; change of lead (simple or flying); walk, jog or lope over poles or other reasonable maneuvers a ranch horse could perform. Scoring is on a 0-100 point scale with 70 denoting an average performance. We will be using AQHA patterns for these classes. There are circuit awards for the highest composite horse/rider teams across the 3 classes (champion and reserve). 
Club Classes:
MRHA 2-Handed Youth - These classes are open to any youth 18 or under. Under NRHA rules, age is determined as of January 1, 2026. These horses may be shown on or two handed, and the rider may switch at any time during the run. Two handed youth classes have no restrictions on ownership.
Prizes
Prizes will be awarded in all classes, including ranch riding. First place winners in reining classes will receive a buckle. Classes with over $2000 added will have Lawson trophies for the champion. Classes will have additional prizes for 2nd-4th place. A card draw will determine who wins which prize in the case of a tie.
High Point Riders
Money-earning scores in all NRHA classes will be tracked, and the highest aggregate scoring non pro and professional rider will win a High Point prize. No additional entry is required; all riders are automatically eligible. 
Shootout
Entrants in the NRHA Rookie L2 will automatically be eligible for a clean-slate shootout. The top 10 riders (including ties) will be included in the shootout finals to be run on Friday, August 21st between the Non Pro Futurity and Open Derby. There will be a saddle voucher for the winner and we will have prizes for all qualifiers. Riders must show the same horse they qualified on in the shootout finals, no substitutions allowed. 
PeeWee Reiners
PeeWee reining will take place on Friday, August 21st immediately following the NRHA Limited Non Pro. There will be a signup sheet at the show office and all participants will win a prize!
Arena Security
The arena will have a show representative and/or a show steward monitoring the arena 24 hours a day. Any misconduct, unsportsmanlike conduct or animal abuse will be reported to the NRHA on the NRHA Representative’s report. No exceptions.
Silent Auction
A silent auction will take place during the show on the concourse under the grandstand. Please consider bringing an item to donate to the auction to help support the show. The auction will close at on Saturday.

Dogs
Dogs are welcome on the grounds but must be kept locked up or on a leash at all times. The Majestic Valley Arena has the right to charge MRHA a $50.oo fine for each dog not on a leash. Any such fine will be passed on to the dog owner. 
Vendors
The BSRC is happy to welcome many professional vendors. Contact us if you would like to be a vendor at our event.
Sponsorships
The BSRC would not be possible without generous support from our sponsors! Thank you to all our current sponsors, including the Montana Department of Commerce which has supported our show with an event grant. 
Please consider becoming a sponsor - the sponsorship form can be found on the MRHA website.

Thank you all for attending the Big Sky Reining Classic 2026!
