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The Angelus – Jean-François Millet (1814 – 1875) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, November 30, 2025 

10:00am 
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The Word of God 
 

Entrance Rite 

PRELUDE    My Lord, What a Morning      Richard Billingham 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN Come, thou long-expected Jesus (Stuttgart) (H 66) 

 

 

 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY  

The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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OPENING ANTHEM EOM1 55 Holy God Trisagion (Proulx) Missa Oecumenica 

The following is sung, all standing 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 

humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 

living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 

 2In days to come 

  the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 

 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob; 

 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 4He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 

 5O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 

  in the light of the LORD! 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

Psalm 122 

Remain seated. 

1I was glad when they said to me, * 

  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 

2Now our feet are standing * 

  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
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3Jerusalem is built as a city * 

  that is at unity with itself; 
 

4To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, * 

  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD. 
 

5For there are the thrones of judgment, * 

  the thrones of the house of David. 
 

6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 

  “May they prosper who love you. 
 

7Peace be within your walls * 

  and quietness within your towers. 
 

8For my brethren and companions’ sake, * 

  I pray for your prosperity. 
 

9Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 

  I will seek to do you good.” 

 

GRADUAL ANTHEM   Nunc dimittis    Arlen Clarke 

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 

according to thy word. 

 For mine eyes have seen : 

thy salvation; 

 Which thou hast prepared : 

before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 

world without end. Amen. 

 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 

11You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation 

is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us 

then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in 

the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 

and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 

gratify its desires. 
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Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN Lo! he comes, with clouds descending (Helmsley) (H 57) 

All stand. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 

All stand. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

  

[Jesus said to his disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 

the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the 

flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two 

will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal 

together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on 

what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in 

what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let 

his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour.” 

  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

 

THE HOMILY                    The Rev. Dr. Mark D. Story 

 

THE CREED  

All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;  

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
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THE ENDING OF A PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP 

Just before the Peace, the Minister addresses Bishop’s Deputy and the congregation with these 

words. 

In 2002, I was inducted by The Rt. Rev. Robert Moody as rector of St. Mary’s, Edmond. I have, 

with God’s help and to the best of my abilities, exercised this trust, accepting its privileges and 

responsibilities. After prayer and careful consideration, it now seems to me that I should leave 

this charge, and I publicly state that my tenure as rector ends this day. 

The Bishop’s Deputy then says 

Do you, the people of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, recognize and accept the conclusion of this 

pastoral relationship? 

People We do. 

Then the Minister may express thanksgiving for the time of the tenure, with its joys and sorrows, 

and state hopes for the future of the congregation. 

The Minister may present to the warden(s) the keys of the parish. 

The Minister may also express his/her thanks to the representatives of parish organizations and 

offices and indicate that those organizations will continue to function. 

The Bishop or the Bishop’s Deputy may then indicate what provision has been made for the 

continuation of the ministries of the parish. He/she may declare the name of the persons to have 

ecclesiastical responsibility, and may request, if it seems appropriate, other leaders in the parish 

to continue their leadership until a new incumbent is installed. He/she may express his/her 

feelings about the ministry now coming to its end. 

The departing Minister and the congregation then say together the following prayer 

O God, you have bound us together for a time as pastor and people to work for the advancement 

of your kingdom in this place: We give you humble and hearty thanks for the ministry which we 

have shared in these years now past. 

Silence 

We thank you for laboring with us and for your patient correction when we have been blind or 

slow of heart. We thank you for your grace in our successes and for your mercy in our failures. 

Silence 

Especially we thank you for your never-failing presence with us through these years, and for the 

deeper knowledge of you and of each other which we have attained. 
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Silence 

We thank you for those who have been joined to this part of Christ’s family through baptism. We 

thank you for opening our hearts and minds again and again to your Word, and for feeding us 

abundantly with the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of your Son. 

Silence 

Now, we pray, be with those who leave and with us who stay; and grant that all of us, by 

drawing ever nearer to you, may always be close to each other in the communion of your saints. 

All this we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE  

All stand. 

 The Bishop’s Deputy then says 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE  

The Celebrant says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. 

Psalm 50:14 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN How lovely is thy dwelling-place (Brother James's Air)H517 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

 

SURSUM CORDA S 120 Lift up your hearts 

The People remain standing. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him 

of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, 

we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS WLP 851 Holy, holy, holy (Burnam) 

Celebrant and People 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

The People stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
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and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

EPICLESIS 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with [__________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 

the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
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For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM WLP 876 The disciples knew the Lord Jesus (Burnam)  
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INVITATION 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

PRE-COMMUNION HYMN Lift every voice and sing (Lift Every Voice) (H 599) 
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18 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSING 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be. 

Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he 

fall; and in his heart may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you for ever. Amen. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation H390 

 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation; 

O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation: 

join the great throng, 

psaltery, organ, and song, 

sounding in glad adoration. 

 

Praise to the Lord; over all things he gloriously reigneth: 

borne as on eagle-wings, safely his saints he sustaineth. 

Hast thou not seen 

how all thou needest hath been 

granted in what he ordaineth? 

 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy way and defend thee; 

surely his goodness and mercy shall ever attend thee; 

ponder anew 

what the Almighty can do, 

who with his love doth befriend thee. 

 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen 

sound from his people again; 

gladly for ever adore him. 

 

DISMISSAL  

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

POSTLUDE     Jubilate    Fela Sowande 
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