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“You Were Not Created to Row Alone”
When ordinary people pull together around an extraordinary Savior,

God can do more than we ever imagined.

1.	 God often begins great stories with overlooked people
Joe Rantz didn’t look like a champion. He looked like a survivor. But 
struggle does not get the final word in your story.

My current struggle... ___________________________________

2.	 God uses ordinary steps to shape extraordinary things
Joe joined the rowing team to survive, but the boat became the place 
where he learned discipline, trust, humility, endurance, and purpose.

3.	 Unity matters because every person matters
One person out of rhythm affects the whole boat. That is true in a 
family, a marriage, a church, and a soul.
“All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.”

1 Corinthians 12:27

4.	 You were not created to row alone
Isolation makes lies louder. God places us in a spiritual family so we 
can be strengthened, encouraged, challenged, and loved.
“A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand 
back-to-back and conquer.” Ecclesiastes 4:12

5.	 In the gospel, we belong because Jesus is gracious
In rowing, you get in the boat because you are strong enough. In the 
gospel, you get in the family because Jesus is gracious enough.

6.	 Don’t stop rowing. Look to Jesus
The race is won through endurance, trust, and refusing to quit.
“Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus...” 

Hebrews 12:1–2

My Next Step Today...
•	 Get connected
•	 Serve the mission
•	 Keep going
•	 Trust Jesus
•	 Text JESUS to 33777


