The Council of Trent’s Response to Eucharistic Heresies (part 1)

In the 1600’s, to combat Eucharistic heresy, the Church, at her Council of Trent, issued
three documents: On the Real Presence (Session 13, Oct. 11 1551), On Holy Communion,
(Session 21, July 16, 1562), and On the Sacrifice of the Mass (Session 22, Sept. 17,1562). Regarding
each decree, canons, or rules of faith, were composed, written by way of an “anathema,”
meaning, if anyone denies the statement, he is not Catholic. Last week, we reviewed one
canon on the Real Presence which affirmed that the whole Christ is truly, really, and
substantially contained in the Eucharist. Today, with Fr. Hardon (A Eucharist Retreat, pp. 39-42),
we speak on the Sacrifice of the Mass.

In separating themselves from Christ’s Church, Fr. Hardon observes the common feature
of the Protestant reformers (Luther, Calvin, Zwingli): each denied that Christ instituted the
Sacrament of Holy Orders. In response to this heresy, as Holy Orders involves the
Sacrifice of the Mass, so the Church composed nine canons on this subject. The good
father laments (p. 40), “Unfortunately, every one of these anathematized statements is now
being circulated and publicized and taught widely in nominally Catholic circles today.” (He
said this in 1996.)

The third canon reads:

“If anyone says, that the sacrifice of the mass is only a sacrifice of praise and of
thanksgiving; or, that it is a bare commemoration of the sacrifice consummated on the
cross, but not a propitiatory sacrifice; or, that it profits him only who receives; and that it
ought not to be offered for the living and the dead for sins, pains, satisfactions, and other
necessities; let him be anathema.”

We must know the truth. What is the Church telling us? The Church is telling us that the
Mass is a true sacrifice. The same Christ Who offered Himself up on Calvary, now, at
Mass, offers Himself up in an un-bloody manner on the altar. Again, at Mass, the same
priest, Christ, offers the same Victim, Christ. At each Mass, Christ offers Himself.

At the Last Supper, Jesus ordained His apostles and said, “Do this in commemoration of
me.” What did Christ do? He changed bread and wine into His living person and offered
this, His very self, to His heavenly Father to redeem sinful mankind.

Mass is not a mere liturgical celebration or remembrance of a past event; no, it is a
sacrifice whereby all the graces to save the world, objectively merited by Christ 2000 years
ago, are subjectively distributed to us living in time. The sacrifice of Good Friday is re-
presented in the Eucharistic Sacrifice of the Mass. Christ’s body & blood, physically shed
once for all, now, at every Mass, is offered mystically or spiritually. Again, Christ, Who
freely chose to die on Calvary, has no less a free will when He offers Himself at Mass. As
on Calvary, so now at every Mass Christ freely offers His precious blood to His Father
until the end of time, “for sins, pains, satisfactions and other necessities.”

To end, at Mass, some saints, seeing God’s love, shed tears continually; others, like Padre
Pio, spend three hours offering Mass while reliving the Passion. What do we do? We
look at our watch; we complain about the temperature; we hope it doesn’t take too long;
we compose shopping lists. Fr. Hardon says, “It is not enough to attend Mass or
participate simply, we must live the Mass. The Sacrifice of the Mass benefits us insofar as
we are living sacrificial lives - this is the first meaning of “active participation.”
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Liturgical Calendar for the Upcoming Week

DATE FEAST CLASS/COLOR COMMEMORATION
Sun 07-12 7th Sunday after Pentecost 2/G
Mon 07-13 Feria 4/G
Tues 07-14 St Bonaventure, Bishop, Confessor & Doctor 3/W
Wed 07-15 StHenry II, Emperor, Confessor 3/W
Thu 07-16 O.L. of Mount Carmel 4/W
Fri 07-17 StAlexius, Confessor 3/W
Sat 07-18 StCamillius de Lellis, Confessor 3/WSs Symphorosa & her 7 Sons
Sun 07-19 8th Sunday after Pentecost 2/G

Mass Intentions for the Upcoming Week

Sun 07-12 (7 am) Pro-populo (frf)

(9 am) Dominic Alverson (frh) rb W Fermanich
(10:30 am) Fabiola Liliana Sanchez (frf) rb J Sanchez
(1 pm) Volunteers at SFdS
Mon 07-13  (6:30 am) Souls in Purgatory rb R Camerena
(9 am) Thanksgiving for SFdS & our Priests rb O&C Elliot
Tues 07-14  (6:30 am) William J Hartlein + rb W B Hartlein
(12 pm) Ann Blount & family rb Shryock family
Wed 07-15  (6:30 am) Tommy Kinsella rb T Kinsella
(9 am) No Mass
Thu 07-16  (6:30 am) Fr Chris Hathaway rb Anonymous
(12 pm) Jose Enrique Hrdz rb J Sanchez
Fri 07-17  (6:30 am) Kaiden McDonald rb Bunnell family
(7 pm) Carey Miller rb C Frazier
Sat 07-18 (7 am) Julio Nunez + rb K Hanlon
(9 am) CCM b CCM
Sun 07-19 (7 am) Pro-populo (frh)
(8:30 am) Fr Daniel Heenan, FssP (frh) rb J&L Heenan
(10:30 am) Janis Thomas (fif) rb T Thomas
(1 pm) John Rasnick (frf) rb Anonymous

This week, Monday, staff meeting (1 pm); Wednesday, No 9 am Mass, Begin
Inquiry Class (7:30 pm); Thursday, Zoom call with volunteer heads (7 pm); Friday,
normal 7 pm Mass with Holy Hour; Saturday, Confraternity of Christian Mothers
(10:30 am).

Last week’s collection: cash $7,550.52; online $7,729.00; total: $15,279.52.
Attendance: 7 am-64; 9 am-144; 10:30 am-248; 1 pm-208; 664 total souls.

Are you thinking of joining the Catholic Church? Inquiry Class begins this
Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm. All are welcome, meaning those who are
seriously intent upon joining the one true Church established by Jesus Christ (Mt
16:18) or those who are simply interested in hearing what this institution teaches
which, by God’s help, can save one from ending up in the fire of hell forever. (Mt
25:41). From now and until Easter, we will study the Twelve Articles of the
Apostles’ Creed, the Ten Commandments, and the Seven Sacraments of our holy
faith. Handouts provided.

On Patriotism
We owe thanks to God for every good gift Jm 1:17). The first gifts of our
existence, i.e., food, shelter, family & faith, come from our country, its land & its
society. Again, we receive food & shelter from the land as well as economic
exchange from other citizens; our parents survive by this and so arise the family;
finally, the grace of Baptism comes from the land’s water & its people. Therefore,
besides other goods, gratitude for such is owed to the country of one’s residence.

Now, a country is made up of many things e.g., land, people, society, but also a
government, economic policy, & history. It is not necessary to love the
government as such, since this refers to the actions of men in power, which may
be good or evil. Virtue, moreover, is the moderation between extremes.

Some men love their country to excess, calling good evil & evil good (Is 5:20).
This excessive love is called Nationalism, which puts human law above divine

law. If our duties to our country detract from duties to God, we must spurn them
for God’s sake.

On the other hand, other men lack love for their own country and commit sins of
ingratitude for the land & of hatred for her people, becoming odious to society.
Others neglect giving honor where honor is due & neglect the common good.
Others openly break just laws and commit public sin against due peace & order.
All of these reveal a defective love for one’s country of residence.

Both Nationalism and ingratitude regarding one’s country beget violence. The
former leads to hegemony; the latter foments disorder among fellow citizens. The
virtue of Patriotism avoids these pitfalls; allegiance is given to one’s country but
after that to Christ the King, who has received all authority on earth as well as in
heaven.

To end, true Patriotism honors our earthly home (I Pt 2:17) while confessing our
true citizenship as in heaven, under the rule of Christ the King.

Maxim of St Francis de Sales

The effect of patience is to possess one’s soul, and, in proportion to our patience
do we acquire complete and perfect possession of our soul.
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