The Blessed Sacrament frequently occurs in the New Testament. All three synoptic
gospels record its institution (The Last Supper); St John omits the institution, (he devotes
five chapters to the dialogue surrounding it i.e., 13 through 17), but speaks at length (n 6) of Our Lord’s
promise to give “the Bread of Life” without which man can have no true life, i.e., “Your
fathers ate the manna in the desert and died. He who eats this bread will live forever.”

Besides the Gospels, St Paul records the institution, which he received from the Lord,
with the stern warning not to receive this Bread unworthily. (1Cor.11:27)

How odd! Amid the Bible’s “cloud of witnesses” attesting to this Sacrament, of all
Christians, only the Catholic Church teaches rightly. This is explained by scripture
itself. In John 6, our Blessed Lord says twice, “No man can come to me, unless it be
given him by my Father” (Jn 6:44 & 66) No argument for the Blessed Sacrament will
convince unless grace accompany a humble hearing. (Fr Hardon writes in A Eucharistic Retreat
(p.9), by the year 1600, there were over two hundred interpretations of those five words, Hoc est enim corpus
meum. To this day, these words remain the source of divisions in the Christian world.)

In his reflections on the Last Supper (A Retreat with the Lord, p.149), Fr Hardon reminds us
that the graces given by Christ through the Holy Eucharist are three-fold: The sacrifice -
sacrament of the Mass; the communion-sacrament of holy Communion; and the
presence-sacrament of his abiding Real Presence outside of Mass and Communion.

Sacrifice-sacrament: Christ’s death on the cross merited the world's salvation. The
moment he died, the Church was born, and through her the graces of Calvary are given
mankind, “especially through the Sacrament of the Eucharist.” Again, every time Mass
is offered, a new infusion of grace pours out for humanity. What kind of graces? The
graces we need to live sacrificially. Knowing this, Fr. Hardon encourages us to attend
Mass as often as we can; participate in Mass as actively as we can, “especially by our
daily lives of sacrifice”; and have Masses offered for our own and other’s intentions, “as
the single most powerful source of supernatural blessing available to the human family.”

Communion-sacrifice: Usually, when we think of the Sacrament of the Eucharist, we
think of Communion. This is correct, but we must not forget the Eucharist is already a
sacrament as ““the Mass” and remains a sacrament after Mass is offered and Communion
isreceived. Fr Hardon says, “there is no more salutary amendment of life that a
retreatant can make than resolve to assist at Mass and receive Our Lord in Holy
Communion every day.”

Presence-sacrament: What Christ did at the Last Supper, he continues to do at every
Mass through the instrument of the priesthood he established. By the words of
consecration, “the Body and Blood, together with the soul and divinity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ and, therefore, the whole Christ is truly, really and substantially contained
in the Sacrament of the most Holy Eucharist.” (Council of Trent)

Again, the same identical Jesus, conceived at Nazareth, born in Bethlehem, crucified
on Calvary, risen on Easter Sunday, ascended into heaven, “is now on earth in the
Blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist.” Do you hear me? Do you believe?

To end, belief in the Real Presence demands our adoration. In this, Fr Hardon directs
we express our love for him; ask him for our needs; tell him our deepest needs; receive
from him his counsels; nor forget to ask him for miracles. All we need is faith.
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Liturgical Calendar for the Upcoming Week

DATE FEAST CLASS/COLOR COMMEMORATION |
Sun 06-07 Ex. Sol. of Corpus Christi / (seeinfra) 2/W
Mon 06-08  Feria (2nd Sunday after Pentecost) 4/G
Tues 06-09  Ss Primus & Felicianus, Martyrs 4/R
Wed 06-10 St Margaret, Queen of Scotland 3/W
Thu 06-11 St Barnabas, Apostle 2/R
Fri 06-12 Sacred Heart of Jesus 1/W
Sat 06-13 St Anthony of Padua, Confessor & Doctor ~ 3/W
Sun 06-14 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 2/G
Mass Intentions for the Upcoming Week
Sun 06-07 (7 am) Pro-populo (frh)
(9 am) Irene Jamal rb C J Kellam
(10:30 am) Julien DeLapaz rb Christina
(1 pm) Michael & Isabella Stapleton rb K Stapleton
Mon 06-08  (6:30 am) Amari & Layla rb Anonymous
(9 am) Isaac Alexander Narvaez rb J Sanchez
Tues 06-09  (6:30 am) Geordan Brewer rb Christina
(12 pm) Donatilde Zanca + rb N Cardenas
Wed 06-10  (6:30 am) Paula & Dianna Haga rb JA Kidd
(9 am) Neely Wilson Shah rb Mr D & Dr S Blazek
Thu 06-11 (6:30 am) Ahmed Ephrem Jamal rb C J Kellam
(12 pm) St Gerard Ministry rb same
Fri 06-12  (6:30 am) Arlene Brown rb W Giuffre
(7 pm) Ellen D rb L Hoheisel
Sat 06-13 (7 am) (no Mass)
(9 am)William Woodward + rb JA Kidd
Sun 06-14 (7 am) Pro-populo (frf)
(9 am) Deceased Friends & Skippy Schwartz ~ rb L Riney
(10:30 am) Charles Roby + rb L Riney
(1 pm) Connie Giuffre rb W Giuffre

Today, the 10:30 Mass will be followed by Eucharistic Procession. Only two Masses for
the External Solemnity of Corpus Christi are permitted & each must have a procession.
The other Masses will be 2nd Sunday after Pentecost.

This week, Monday, staff meeting (1 pm); Saturday, no 7 am Mass, 9 am Mass, & 2 pm
Nuptial Mass (frf).

Heads-up: Homeschool Booksale June 28th from 8 am to 12 noon n the social hall.

Last week’s collection: cash $6,864.00; online $6,050.00; total: $12, 914.00.
Attendance: 7 am-102;9 am-203; 10:30 am-237; 1 pm-172; 714 total souls.

Prayer of Padre Pio aftelr'”C(r)meunion

Stay with me, Lord, for it is necessary to have Y ou present so that I do not forget You.
You know how easily I abandon You.
Stay with me, Lord, because | am weak and [ need Your strength, that I may not fall so

often.

| Stay with me, Lord, for You are my life, and without you, I am without meaning and

hope.
| Stay with me Lord, for You are my light, and without You, I am in darkness.

\ Stay with me Lord, to show me Your will.

| Stay with me, Lord, so that I hear Your Voice and follow You.

; Stay with me, Lord, for 1 desire to love You ever more, and always be in Your

| Company.

Stay with me, Lord, if You wish me to be faithful to Y ou.
| Stay with me, Lord, for as poor as my soul is, I want it to be a place of consolation for
| You, a dwelling of Your Love.

| Stay with me, Lord, for it is getting late and the day is ending, and life passes; death,

f judgment, eternity approaches. It is necessary to renew my strength, so that I will not

| stop along the way and for that, [ need You. Itis getting late and death approaches, I

fear the darkness, the temptations, the dryness, the cross, the sorrows. O how I need

| You, my Jesus, in this night of exile!
| Stay with me tonight, Jesus, in life with all its dangers. I need You. Let me recognize
" Youas Your disciples did in the breaking of the bread, so that the Eucharistic

. Communion be the Light which disperses the darkness, the force which sustains me, the
unique joy of my heart.

| Stay with me, Lord, because at the hour of my death, I want to remain united to You, if

| not by communion, at least by grace and love.

 Stay with me, Jesus, 1 do not ask for divine consolation, because I do not merit it, but

the gift of Your Presence, oh yes, I ask this of You!
Stay with me , Lord, for it is You alone I look for, Your Love, Your Grace, Your Will,
Your Heart, Your Spirit, because I love You and ask for no other reward but to love

| You more and more.

With a firm love, [ will love You with all my heart while on earth and continue to love
You perfectly throughout all eternity, dear Jesus, Amen!

Maxim of St Francis de Sales
The Heart which unites itself to the Heart of God cannot help loving and
accepting with sweetness the arrows with which God pierces it.
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