Forks of the Brandywine Evangelical Presbyterian Church

From the Pastor’s Pen

Who is the Chosen People?
Israel and the Church

The New Testament uses a variety of images, analogies, and metaphors to describe the church. This
should tell us that the church is not a simple thing. If it were, you would think a simple description
would be sufficient. That isn’t what we find. The New Testament uses a rich assortment of
descriptions because the nature of the church is complex and multifaceted. When Jesus promised to
build his church (Matt. 16:18), he did not envision a rickety shack or a simple home; he was drawing
up the blueprints for nothing less than a new Temple (see Eph. 2:18-22; 1 Peter 2:4-5), a
marvelously intricate and complex structure. The nature of the church is rich and varied and cannot
be captured by one image or a simple description.

One of those many images, the one I want to focus on in this article, is the New Covenant people of
God. The Hebrew people—the great genealogical family of loosely associated clans and tribes
descended from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—were formed into one united people group and forged
into one single nation by the Old Covenant given through Moses on Mt. Sinai. Jacob’s name had
been changed to Israel in Genesis, and his name was chosen as the name of the new nation. The
names of Jacob’s twelve sons became the names of each tribe. Hence Israel is the nation, and the
people of each tribe are the sons of Israel, or Israelites, the citizens of the nation. God chose
Abraham and promised him a worldwide family (Gen. 12:1-3). God chose Isaac and Jacob to be the
heirs of the promises to Abraham. God chose their descendants to be the bearers of the ancient
promises, and thus he made a covenant with them (the Old Covenant) and claimed them as his
special people (Ex. 19:5-6; Deut. 7:6-8).

The whole nation of Israel was chosen by God as his people, but simply being an Israelite was no
guarantee of salvation or of inheriting the covenant promises. It was the nation as a group that was
chosen under the Old Covenant, not every individual in that group. Being a member of the chosen
people by genealogy was not enough. Isaiah prophesied that not the whole nation, but only a faithful
remnant would be chosen by God for salvation (Is. 1:9; 10:22-23). God would preserve a remnant of
believers and continue the nation through them. Jeremiah prophesied that God would make a New
Covenant with this faithful remnant in place of, and greater than, the one Israel had broken
(Jer. 31:31-33). God fulfilled these prophecies by sending Jesus.

Through his life, death, and resurrection, Jesus established that New Covenant (Luke 22:19-20).
Paul, therefore, understood himself to be a minister of the New Covenant (2 Cor. 3:6), and the author
of Hebrews praises this New Covenant as superior to the Old because it is based on better promises
(Heb. 8:6). Through Christ, God has replaced the Old Covenant with the New (Heb. 8:13). By doing
so, God has preserved the chosen nation, “the Israel of God” (Gal. 6:16), through Jesus the Messiah
and the faithful Jewish remnant. So then, even though the Jewish people, or ethnic Israel, remain
chosen in a historical sense, and retain their God-given privileges, and have a hopeful future in
God’s plan (Rom. 11), not all Jews have been chosen as heirs of the covenant. Only the faithful
remnant of Israel, Jews who bow the knee to the Messiah, are the ones whom God has chosen to
inherit the ancient promises (Rom. 9:1-16). All Gentiles who believe in the Messiah are now
included with Jewish believers and share in their chosen status (Eph. 2:11-13, 19). This New
Covenant people of God is called the church, and through this church God is keeping his promise to
give Abraham a worldwide family (Gal. 3:7-9).
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The Forks Bulletin from January 16, 1966!
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} The Believer’s Riches in Christ from
: AwZ

A - ccepted in the beloved (Ephesians 1:6)

B - orn of God (1 John 5:1)

C - rucified with Christ (Galatians 2:20)

D - elivered from the power of darkness (Colossians 1:13)
E - nriched in everything in Him (1 Corinthians 1:5)

F - orgiven for Christ’s sake (Ephesians 4:32)

G - rounded in love (Ephesians 3:17)

H - id with Christ in God (Colossians 3:3)

I - nstructed in the way of the Lord (Acts 18:25)

J - ustified by His grace (Titus 3:7)

K - ept by the power of God (1 Peter 1:5)

L - ed by the Spirit of God (Romans 8:14)

M - ade nigh by the blood of Christ (Ephesians 2:13)

N - ourished in the words of faith (1 Timothy 4:6)

O - rdained to eternal life (Acts 13:48)

P - erfected forever (Hebrews 10:14)

Q - uickened together with Christ (Ephesians 2:5)

> R - edeemed from the curse of the law (Galatians 3:13)

S - ealed with the Holy Spirit of promise (Ephesians 1:13)
T - ranslated into the kingdom of His Son (Colossians 1:13)
U - nreprovable in His sight {Colossians 1:22)

V - ictorious through Our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:57)
‘W - ashed from our sins in His own blood (Revelation 1:5)
Y - earned over by the Holy Spirit (James 4:5)
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The Cup ot

blessing which
we bless, is it not
the communion
of the blood of
Christ? The
bread which we
break, is it not
the communion
of the body of
Christ? For we
being many are
one bread and

: Z - ealous of good works (Titus 2:14) one body . . .
> . I Corinthians 10:16, 17
On the Back
Bulletin Cover
ANNOQUHNCEMENTS FORKS OF THE BRANDYWINE

We are happy to have Rev, and lirs. Kauffroth join
us today, We exbtend to them a cordial welcome as
Rev, Kauffroth begins his ministry with us.

AR

There will bs a Deacons! meeting at the church
at 7:30 P.M. today.

Cirele ¥ will meet at the home of Mrs, George
Albright at 8:00 P.M., Jan, 20th.

Circle D will meet at the church at 1:06 P.M. on
Jan, 20th,
e

The annual congregational meeting will be held on
Monday, Jan, 2hth, starting with a covered dish
supper at 6:30 P.M.

The Nominating Committes will present the following

candidates for office:

SESSICN Iir, Raymond Ferguson
Mr, Walter Grow
Mr. Charles V, Zeiders
TRUSTEE Miss Eleanor G. Bartol
Iiss Anna Dorlan
lir. John Hadfield
DEACCN Mrs, Walter Hadfield

Mr, Edward H, Richards

kR

The altar flowers were presented by Mr, Walter Rigg

in memory of his wife,

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
WORSHLP SERVICE 11:00 A.M. . JAN, 16, 1966

ORGAN PRELUDE: uCommunion! ~Faulkes
CALL TO WORSHLP
# HYWMM NO. 213
# INVOCATLON AND LCRD'S PRAYERR
# APCOSTLESt CREED AND GLORTA PATRI
RESPONSIVE READING: psalter Selection No. .1k
' SCRIPTURE LESSON: John 15: 1-17
CHOLR
SLLENT PRAYER -~ ORGAN HYMN
PASTORAL PRAYER
TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY:; "Fhis Is the Heavenly Table Spread
for Men ~Couper

¢ DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER

% HYMN NO. 215

CCMMUNTON MEDITATION: “The Vine and the Branchest
~John 15: 5

COLMUNTON PREPARATTON
* Hymn No..LLS

Prayer of Confession (Page 10, Hymnal, 3rd from
Word of" Pardon top)
COMMUNTON PARTICIPATION
3 HYMN WO, LbL3

+# BENEDICTION AND PEOPLE SING THE AMEW
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Church News

Celebrating A Special Graduate - Israel Sanchez!

On Sunday, June 7th, we celebrated Israel’s graduation from Westminster Seminary with
a hot catered luncheon, and a special cake! Israel is also now a Pastor Intern for the Forks.

A special thank you to our Fellowship Committee in making it such a yummy and joyous

celebration!

Israel was the first Bolivian
student accepted at
Westminster Seminary in its
storied history and now the
first Bolivian to graduate,
May 29, 2026,
from that esteemed institution.
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Israel with his wife, Victoria, and son, Benjy
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e Deacon Ministry
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UJ (et A Special “Thank You” from CCCC \\

Dear Forks of the Brandywine,

On behalf of all of us at Chester County Connect Care (CCCC), we wanted to say "thank you" to you and your
congregation at The Forks at Brandywine for your successful 2026 Baby Bottle Campaign! I'm excited to
share that your congregation raised $2,079.00!

If you'd like to share with your congregation how your support helps CCCC, here is a glimpse: As you most
likely know we are in three parts of Chester County: Coatesville, West Chester, & Kennett Square all
strategically located within steps of planned parenthood. Our hope and desire are to help women and
families here in Chester County make life-affirming choices, by saving the life of their precious pre-born child
and sharing the abundant life in Christ.

We walk alongside each family through ultrasounds and limited medical care throughout the life of their
child. We provide services through our budgeting, education, and parenting classes that afford them points
to then utilize our baby boutique providing them with brand-new baby clothes, diapers, and formula to name
a few.

The ultrasound is just the beginning of the relationship, we often walk alongside our families for years
and years to come. Our hope and desire again are to align with the Gospel in loving these families while
equipping them with the tools to then live abundantly.

Thank you again for your continued support!

Christmas in July for Bridge of Hope Chester County

The Forks Deacons will again partner with the Chester County Bridge of Hope in helping
families move into their new homes by providing cleaning supplies. By the end of July, BOH
expects to have 12 families in the program.
Here is a terrific way You can help BOH support these families!
Donate Household Cleaning Supplies

Cleal,“ng From Sunday, July 5t August 24, kindly consider purchasing any of the items
supplles listed below (The Dollar Tree is a good place to shop).

There is a designated box near Fellowship Hall in which to place your items.
These are the items that BOH is focusing on this year:

* Laundry Detergent * Dish Soap for washing dishes in sink
* Fabric Softener Sheets * Dishwasher detergent

* Multi-Purpose Cleaning Spray * Paper Towels

* Window Cleaner * Fabreeze or other freshener sprays

* Pledge or off brand dusting spray  * Toilet Bowl Cleaner

If you have any questions, contact: Judy Larson. Thank You!

e If there are any gently used Winter Coats out there that you

would like to go to a new home, kindly bring them in for our

support of the Honey Brook Food Pantry Fall Coat Event.
New coats are also welcome (if you see any still on clearance).

WINTER COAT DRIVE

A There is also a red bin in the Gathering Room for Donations of
@/@\@ y New Hats and Gloves.
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Church News
Worship in Fellowship Hall, July S - August 30th

Due to lack of air-conditioning in the sanctuary, {l J
our worship services will be held in the Fellowship Hall % N4
through August 23rd. Worship on August 30th will < b

be held at West Brandywine Park (see back cover).

Ladies Summer “Gather & Gab” Lunches

Calling ALL Ladies! Summer Fellowship Lunches are back! For the
months July and August, all ladies are invited to get together for lunch, or
simply to ‘gather and gab’ on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month.

We will meet at the Fireside Café at 1:00 PM (158 Toddy Dr., East Earl)
on: July 2nd & 16t and August 6th & 20th

Kindly notify Jeanna DiNunzio, jldinunzio@yahoo.com, (or Glady in the
church office) when you are able to attend so we know how many to expect
and grab enough table space...or just show up whenever you can make it!

e

Gather & Gab

Help Support Our Local Police Officers

Our local officers say “Thank you so very much” and are very appreciative of
the snacks/beverages that are donated through our church family. “n“oring

The pantry and freezer are almost bare at the West Brandywine Police Our Police
Department again.

Here are some foods that they would love to have: Protein bars, candy bars, '@*
individual bags of trail mix and nuts, mini pizzas, breakfast sandwiches,

frozen dinners. Frozen foods can be put into the church freezer labeled for EVERYDAY HEROES
WBPD. There is a designated bin in Gathering Room for snacks and beverages.

Let Rick or Gail Craig know if you leave something in the freezer. Thank youl!

Remember to Pray for Your Secret Sister!

What a blessing it is to know that someone is praying for
you! Are you remembering to pray regularly for your
Secret Sister? Are you encouraging her by sending her a
card and/or giving her a small token gift each month?

Be sure to check the Secret Sister table each week as gifts
& cards appear randomly!

“Whoever does God's will is my . . . sister. . .." Mark 3:35
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+3:34-35&version=NIV

Trail Life Troop 1:9

The troop had a fun spring! They joined a group of troops at Hickory Run State Park and
climbed the rocks at Boulder Field in May.

The boys assisted the Downingtown VFW in placing new flags at the graves of veterans at the
Forks Cemetery, and they also walked in the Downingtown Memorial Day parade Three of the
boys and 3 American Heritage Girls led the Pledge of Allegiance at the ceremony.

Trail Life ' 4 a‘ & L

Troop PA-0019

Trail Life Calendar of Events — July & August
July
July 06 Troop Meetings
July 12-18 Faith & Freedom Summer Adventure
July 20 Woodlands Troop Meeting Only, No Nav/Adv meeting

August:
August 01 Car Wash
August 03 Troop Meetings
August 17 Troop Meetings
August 21-23 Cape Henlopen All Troop Campout

Trail Life troop meetings are the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 7:00p.m.
Trail Life Troop Committee meetings are the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00p.m.
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Youth News

The Forks Youth have a busy summer ahead with Friday night meetings, Youth
Sunday School and a summer book club. Please check out the dates below, add
them to your calendar and think about who you could invite! Be sure to read
Israel’s weekly youth updates to hear all about how our meetings are going and
what we are learning. There is a Youth Retreat planned for February 12-14
2027, please do keep this in prayer and look out for upcoming bake sales we
will be organizing to fundraise for this special event! Thank you for supporting
the Forks Youth this summer!

e,
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AUGUST 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 9:30 AM Karate
2 9:00 AM Adult & 3 4 5 7:00 PM Bible Study | 6 1:00 PM Ladies 77 6:30 AM Men’s 8 9:30 AM Karate
Youth Sunday School Lunch @ Fireside Grille | Breakfast
10:30 AM Worship
7:00 PM Trail Life & 4:30 PM Karate
6:00 PM Prayer Hour American Heritage Girls
9 9:00 AM Adult & 10 11 12 No Bible Study 13 14 6:30 AM Men’s 15 9:30 AM Karate
Youth Sunday School Breakfast
. Irwin Reunion in FH
10:30 AM Worship w/ . .
Holy Communion 11:00 AM -3:00 PM
4:30 PM Karat
7:00 PM Trustees arate
6:00 PM Youth Night
16 9:00 AM Adult & 17 18 19 7:00 PM Bible Study | 20 1:00 PM Ladies 21 6:30 AM Men’s 22 9:30 AM Karate
Youth Sunday School Lunch @ Fireside Grille | Breakfast
10:30 AM Worship
7:00 PM Trail Life & 4:30 PM Karate
6:00 PM Prayer Hour American Heritage Girls
23 9:00 AM Adult & 24 25 26 No Bible Study 27 28 6:30 AM Men’s 29 9:30 AM Karate

Youth Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship

6:00 PM Prayer Hour

3:30 PM Deacons

7:00 PM Session

Breakfast

4:30 PM Karate

6:00 PM Youth Night

30

WORSHIP IN
THE PARK

6:00 PM Prayer Hour

31
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R ADULT BIRTHDAYS
1 - Kevin Matthews
2 - Rick Craig
7 - Cate Pedrick
12 - Jim Milheim

B

19 - Garry Knudson
21 - Vicky Brockup
22 - Jim Dix

29 - Kathy Wills
30 - Ellen Kuhn

=

=

=

=

Jfé 14 - Eric Kuhn
‘!ﬁ 17 - Eileen Bowers
=

=

=

=

=

=
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Children to Sr. Teens
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g No July birthdays g
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12 - Robin and Rich Letts
18 - Sandy and Roy Stirling
20 - Dana and Justin Rigg
24 - Susan and Bill Hein
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Children to Sr. Teens
10 - Carson Rigg (9)
15 - Lynly Rigg (15)
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18—Abigail Westervelt (9) ,@g
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%7 ADULT BIRTHDAYS gj\fg
g¢  1-JaneLee Miller 9\7
\(7 2 - Glenn McClintock W{
\;é 5 - George Dzurina 2%
b 8 - Bob Holston K
¥ 10 - Bob Fernholz b4 @@@@@@@@@@@

7 20 - Diane Shumaker ;jf{

¢z  21-Bob Erdmann wg

\i/“f 22 - Bill Ensslen %Lj

% 28 Danielle Stirling - ;

b o 30 - Alice Martin g :

22 - Mitchell Williams (13)

\2/“3 3}3 Love Never Ends
TR W I W W R W I W g;ﬁﬁ August Anniversaries @”ﬁ”ﬁ
ﬁ 7 - Reeta and Tom Stern
13 - Kathy and Rodney Rigg
ﬁ 20 - Pam and Bob Holston— 60 yrs.
gﬂ 24 - Mary and Kevin Matthews
31 - Janice and Cliff Wardle
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Thoughts & Smiles

“Because he works from home. That’s
why we never see God in person.”

The Heart of Jesus

The idea of a spiritual heart
transplant is a vivid image to
me; once you have the heart of
somebody else inside you, then
that heart is there.

Jesus’ heart is inside me,
and my heart is gone. So if God were to place a
stethoscope against my chest, he would hear
the heart of Jesus Christ beating.
—Max Lucado

The Power of Kindness

! No kind action ever stops with itself. One kind :
' action leads to another. Good example is ;
- followed. A single act of kindness throws out
- roots in all directions, and the roots spring up
i
1
1
1

;and make new trees. The greatest work that
; kindness does to others is that it makes them
i kind themselves.

i —Amelia Earhart

Preventing Blind Spots

éAbout 40% of any vehicle consists of blind spots,
iwhich are responsible for an estimated 800,000

taccidents each year in the United States. People also
i have blind spots, and when they’re spiritual, they can

'have tragic consequences.
I

é Pastor Rick Warren suggests these steps for
; discovering and overcoming blind spots:

-® Pray, asking God to remind you what is true

in me that offends you, and lead me along the
path of everlasting life” (Psalm 139:24, NLT).

e Ask some trusted Christian friends or family to
point out things in you that you can’t see. “Fools
think their own way is right, but the wise listen
to others” (Proverbs 12:15, NLT).

: Finally, ask Jesus to change you. The Bible says the
' truth will set you free (John 8:32), and Jesus calls

' himself the truth (John 14:6). So the closer you are
i to Jesus, the more he will fill you with the truth. As
: God’s truth helps you see clearly, you'll be less
ivulnerable to self-deception.

5 Steps to a Friendlier Church

about him — and about you. “Point out anything

e ~ — T he o
= : -—
- e
- - N—
-

~

-

4

or her to take the initiative.

2. If there is someone you don’t know, introduce
yourself to him or her.

3. Be pleasant in your words and expressions.

A great church cannot be built with frowns.

4. Invite newcomers to a worship service or to a
church event and introduce them to other
members.

S. Encourage people to participate in those church
activities that interest them.

1. Speak to the other person first. Don’t wait for him

{“What sunshine is to flowers, smiles are to humanity.”

| “This country will not be a i
—Joseph Addison

good place for any of us to live
in unless we make it a good
place for all of us to live in.”

i “A life without love is like a year without summer.”

—Theodore Roosevelt —Swedish proverb

%5/ ¥ x ol BaR¥ l-:.;.' x » ¥ x ol BaK¥ 'O:::. x
LR PSS . P
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WHEEL

Create this colorful July 4" craft.

What you need: \\

* Decorated card
stock square (5"x5")

* Scissors

* Hole punch

* 2 one-inch circles “ 74 |
of card stock \

¢ Glue N Wy

* Pipe cleaner (3 inches)

* Drinking straw

What you do:

1. Fold the square corner to
corner to form an X.
Unfold.

2. To make spokes, cut the
four creases until an inch
from the center.

3. Punch a hole in the middle
of the square, near the tips
of each spoke, and in the
middle of each circle.

4. Fold each spoke toward
the center, lining up the
holes. Glue in place.

5. Wrap one end of the pipe
cleaner around the top of
the straw. Thread a circle,
the pinwheel, and the
remaining circle onto
the pipe cleaner.

6. Roll the pipe cleaner end
into a ball. Then spin!

£t

"IN DEPENDENCE” DAY!

Always live “in dependence” on God.

Directions: Use the vowel code to complete Psalm 16:8, NIV,
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E:é =& 0=y U-gw
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NEWSLETTER

Forks of the Brandywine
Evangelical Presbyterian
Church

1648 Horseshoe Pike
Glenmoore, PA 19343

Phone: 610-942-2626
Fax: 610-942-7066
E-mail: office@forkschurch.org

July / August
2026

Worship Service & Picnic in the Park

Sunday, August 30th

va & D
w(,,whﬂ Stenic .
' West Brandywine Park
198 Lafayette Road
T Coatesville, PA

Worship: 10:30 AM-11:30 AM
IN THE PARK Picnic: 11:45-2:00 PM

Hey Fork’s Family & Friends! Here is an opportunity to invite your friends, relatives
and neighbors, who might not have a church family, to worship with us and then enjoy
an afternoon of food, fun and fellowship.

We will worship at the West Brandywine Park on Sunday, August 30th at our normal
time. Dress code will be casual; things you would wear to play volleyball, corn hole, or
other lawn games. The Worship Service will be held in the Amphitheatre adjacent to the
picnic pavilion. Feel free to bring a blanket or lawn chairs to sit on during service.

The Fellowship Committee will provide all paper products including utensils, drinks,
hot dogs, hamburgers, rolls, chips, condiments & tablecloths. We are asking each family
to bring a cold side item (in containers that fit in coolers). Watch for the sign up Poster
in the Gathering Room beginning Sunday, August 2nd.
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