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1.0 – Introduction 
 
 
In early 2022 Richard Chamberlain Golf Design (RCGD) was commissioned to produce a Golf 
Course Master Plan (MP) for the Camden Golf Club (CGC).  
 
The goal was to assess the current golf course and look for opportunities to improve the layout. 
There was also significant emphasis put on the sustainability of the golf course and its ongoing 
maintenance costs.  
 
The best way to summarise the design brief is to fix the courses problems but not to make change 
for the sake of change.  
 
Items assessed in the MP process include: 

- The overall flow of the golf layout 
- Playing strategies 
- Course safety 
- Landscape 
- Practice facilities 
- Drainage  

 
The aim of this Master Planning process is to ensure we maximise the potential of the site available 
and ensure the club members and visitors enjoy their time on the golf course. 
 
These ideas and recommendations are conceptual only and a more detailed design process will 
follow when each section of works is decided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.0 – The current facilities 
 

 
The current site for the CGC is very large, measuring over 60 Hectares. There are large vegetation 
zones within the site as well as some large water bodies however its still quite an adequate size for 
a golf course. 
 
The current Par of the course for the men is 71 at a distance from the rear tees of 5893m. 
The Par for the Ladies is 74 and measures 5378m. 
 
There is generally a good mix of holes with the back nine looking a little stronger than the front. 
There is a particularly strong stretch of long Par 4’s on the 13th, 14th and 15th. 
The landform and water bodies make for some interesting undulations and a good variety of golf 
holes. 
 
I have no doubt we can leave a few greens unchanged and vastly improve some of the weaker golf 
holes. I have been mindful not to completely re-model the layout and retain as much of the course 
as possible. 
 
 
 

3.0 – General course recommendations 
 
 
After several site inspections and a lot of time looking at the aerial photo and course contours there 
seemed to be plenty of scope to improve the layout. Whilst the course does possess a lot of unused 
land I do not feel the need to make wholesale adjustments to the routing of golf holes.  
 
The current layout is definitely strong enough and has several greens worth retaining. I didn’t see 
the point in the Club spending useless money trying to fix something that isn’t really broken. 
 
While there are a few greens that can be retained I do think we can reduce a lot of the bunkering on 
the course. The number of bunkers impacts on the difficulty of the golf course but more importantly 
adds strain to the maintenance by your team. 
 
There are some very good bunker liner products out there in the marketplace at the moment and I 
recommend that all new bunkers, and remodelled bunkers use some of these products. 
 
Putting greens 
 
The greens that can be retained are the 2nd, 3rd, 9th, 12th and 13th. I think the 1st green is a simple 
shape and could also be added to that list to be retained however I do believe we can produce a 
better result with a re-build. 
 
The contours on most greens are not too dramatic and I think that is important so the greenkeeper 
can find lots of pin placements. Camden is a very busy layout and while I do look for some 
movement within the green contours we need to find a balance to present a variety of pin locations. 
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The problem I see with some of the newer greens is that there has been a lot of bunkering added to 
the surrounds and I think this produces more visual effect rather than actually providing good 
strategy for each golf hole. 
 
I am a firm believer that humps and hollows, with greens cut fairly short, can also act as a great 
defender of the green. When these shapes guard the edges of the green it allows the golfer to use a 
variety of shots in the recovery process rather than simply relying on a lot of sand to make the hole 
more difficult. 
 
Of course, short cut grass is a lot easier to maintain then bunkers and I can assure you the recovery 
shots are just as difficult. 
 
Tees 
 
The tees obviously need to be generally level, with 1-2% grade for surface drainage and ample in 
size for the shots required. Tees on the Par 3 holes need to be larger, in particular the shorter Par 3’s 
that will encounter more divots. 
 
The shape of the tees needs to fit well and blend with the other surrounding features such as 
landscaped zones and cart paths. 
 
In most cases we try to provide tees for championship play, a main competition tee, social play and 
a separate ladies tee.  
 
I have identified some tees on the course that can be enlarged, as well as a few that can be joined 
together. It might also be worth adding some much shorter tees to assist junior players and 
beginners. 
 
 
Fairways 
 
From a playability point of view the fairways need to be wide enough to utilise our new strategic 
playing lines. Just because a player is on the wrong side of the fairway does not mean we need to 
see them in thick, rough. A poor angle from short grass should be a strong enough penalty for 
missing the preferred location. 
 
There is certainly an intention to provide a lot more short grass around the surrounds of the greens. 
Shorter grass cut at fairway height can easily create a 20-30m buffer around the greens in some 
instances. The short grass allows the golf ball to bounce and run further away from the target, thus 
penalising players more for an errant shot. 
 
The short grass also provides much more variation in the recovery shot options as players will have 
the opportunity to either putt, play a lofted shot or various types of running shots to get back in 
play. This variation is one of the key stimulants in the golfer’s enjoyment and variety of the game. 
 
The current fairways are restricted in their width due to the single line of irrigation. Providing we 
have enough water I would like to try and re-visit this arrangement in the future and try to produce 
some much wider fairway. 
 

In the meantime most of the fairways have been drawn in their current  form, and we can assess the 
overall irrigation of the course as we delve into more detailed design later. 
 
Bunkers 
 
The current bunkers on the CGC layout are suffering from basic construction techniques from fifty 
years ago and the common problems of soil contamination and drainage issues. 
 
We need to improve two items at CGC, that includes the better placement of bunkers from a 
strategic impact and we also need better construction techniques that are now available to us. 
 
There are 39 bunkers on the current layout and whilst this Concept Plan reduces the figure to about 
35, there will be a significant reduction in size and overall sand coverage. It’s the latter that will ease 
the burden of maintenance staff. If we adopt some of the new bunker liner products then these 
remaining bunkers will be even less of a strain on maintenance. 
 
There are many new bunker construction products available and I can assure you most of them 
work very well however also come at a significant cost. As good as these products are it still annoys 
me that so much money be spent on an item that is a hazard and supposed to be a penalty to 
golfers. It seems the “Augusta syndrome” is well entrenched in Australian golfers and they all 
expect perfection with the quality of bunkers rather than a feature installed to penalise a poor shot. 
 
Here are two types of product I am considering for CGC. 
 
Firstly there needs to be a liner installed to separate the sand from the clay subgrade. There are 
many products on the market but I believe the two to consider are: 

- Capillary Bunkers or 
- Kustom Bind 

 
Kustom bind has been around for a few years and in recent times used at Teven Valley and Byron 
Bay. The Capillary Bunkers have also been around for a few years and are recently being used at 
many courses in Queensland. I recently installed my first Capillary bunkers at Hervey Bay and 
Noosa and many more will follow. 
 
As mentioned, both products provide a layer between the sand and clay subgrade. Kustom Bind 
uses a gravel layer and then a sprayed polymer to ensure it sets very hard. The sand goes over the 
top. 
 
Capillary Bunkers use a porous concrete in the base of the bunker and then cover with sand. 
Fundamentally both products work the same and I would be happy to use either. 
 
These products might an approximately $50 per square metre to the cost of the bunker build but I 
can assure you it will be money well spent. With less contamination and far less washouts the 
bunkers will maintain their consistency for a lot longer. 
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Figure 1: Constructing a Capillary Bunker with Eco Bunker faces 

 

 
Figure 2: Installing the polymer on a Kustom Bind bunker 

 
The Eco bunker product was originally designed in Europe to recreate pot style bunkers with full 
revetted faces. These revetted bunkers needed to be re-built about every six years but by using the 
Eco Bunker synthetic grass stacked on the faces this lifetime is extended. I believe these faces are 
guaranteed for twenty years. 

 
As well as fully revetted bunkers this system can be used for the top 200mm of the bunker lip (as 
seen at Killara GC). Its looks very sharp and impressive when completed but again comes at a cost.  
 
Given a generous budget in the remodelling process I would have no doubt adding this product 
with a bunker liner however if the budget is restricted then the Eco bunker could be an item we 
waive. 
 
Vegetation and landscape 
 
The vegetation on the golf course is a very important aspect however we need to find the balance 
between the amount of vegetation and the ability to produce a great playing surface. Fairway 
widths are compromised with tree encroachment, and we need to continue the vegetation 
management to get the balance right. Tree roots also create many problems beneath the ground 
level and can also provide a safety problem to golfers playing shots near them. 
 
The Master Plan has identified some critical areas where trees can be removed and trimmed but we 
certainly have not been able to evaluate every single tree on the course. There should be a standard 
philosophy that trees that do not play an important part in safety screening, yet obstruct the health 
of our turfgrass, should be removed or pruned. 
 
The other areas of vegetation that need to be discussed are the “native” areas in front of tees and 
also the various gardens and hedges around the golf course.  We’re looking for better native grasses 
that look more natural. We also aim to promote these vegetative areas as low-maintenance. 
 
I am looking at the areas in front of the 3rd tees as an opportunity to trial some various species of 
plants. 
 
 
Playing strategies 
 
Producing good golf holes with a strong risk and reward design philosophy is not about creating 
narrow, tree lined holes, nor forced lay-up shots. It’s about providing shot options for the golfers, so 
they can choose how safe or daring they wish to play each golf hole. 
 
The golf course could be relatively straight-forward to play simply by taking little risk and making 
bogies, but the task of the designer is to tempt them into taking more risk to hopefully shave some 
shots off their scorecard. Of course, this simple philosophy works on all skill levels of golfers and is 
the essence of providing an interesting and challenging golf course. 
 
This Master Plan is not about making the course more difficult, nor easier, it’s about putting options 
on the golf hole that tempts golfers into a more daring shot. Some of these shots may result in 
success and some in failure but the shot options should produce more stimulation to the golfer and 
not just have them simply grabbing the driver and hitting it as far as possible on every hole. 
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Course safety 
 
Fortunately, there are very few safety issues at CGC. 
 
The left side of the 5th hole creates some problems as does the right side of the 10th hole due to their 
proximity to the property boundary. 
 
Both holes have had their greens moved further away from the road however there is little room for 
change on the 10th fairway. Obviously all of the vegetation needs to remain intact to help contain 
golf balls within the boundary line, however I don’t see the problem being too bad at the moment. 
 
 
Practice facilities 
 
Both the practice range and chipping areas have not been changed on this plan. 
 
There is some scope to replace the practice bunkers with the new bunker liner products however it 
appears that these current spaces seem to be working fine. 
 
There might also be some scope to add in some target greens to the practice fairway at a later date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current Scorecard 
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4.0 – Individual hole analysis 
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Hole 1 
 

 

Men  
unchanged 

Par 4  
 

355m 
 
 

Ladies  
unchanged 

Par 4  
  

313m 
 

 
 

There isn’t very much change planned for this 1st hole. 
 
The tees shall remain the same however it should be noted that there is planned development for 
within the Studley House precinct and there is provision to change the entry road location. It is 
unclear if, or when, this development will occur, but the tees will need some adjustment to suit. 
 
The fairway proper is unchanged however the provision for extended pathway along the left side of 
the hole and then crosses to the right, to connect with the existing path closer to the green. The path 
could continue down the left and around the rear of the green however the path will be longer. 
 
The green could be kept however it’s a fairly bland shape and I think it could be enhanced with a 
bunker added to the right side. 
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Hole 2 
 

 

Men  
unchanged 
 

Par 4  
  

288m 
 

Ladies  
unchanged 

Par 4  
  

290m 
 

 
 

 

The 2nd hole is interesting in that its under 300m in length and does give the golfers plenty of 
options off the tee. 
 
As I look at improving each golf hole I am not only looking for opportunities to improve the playing 
strategies but I am also looking for erroneous bunkers that do not add much impact to the golf hole. 
It will also be an opportunity to reduce some of the bunkers to minimise the tremendous load they 
have on ongoing maintenance costs. 
 
In respect to the bunkers on this hole I think we can easily fill in the left side greenside bunker and 
convert it to a grassy swale. I also think the style and size of the fairway bunker can be improved. A 
lot of the bunkers on the course are far too large and their shapes very intricate and time consuming 
to maintain. These fairway bunkers are a classic example on how to reduce the size but still play a 
role in the strategy of the golf hole. 
 
The simple strategy of the hole is to keep the ball on the left side of the fairway closer to the bunkers 
to obtain the best line in. The further the golfer heads to the right side the worse the angle becomes. 
 
This green is quite good and one I see no reason to change. 
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Hole 3 
 

 

Men  
Unchanged 

Par 3  
 

156m 
 
 

Ladies  
Unchanged 

Par 3  
 

150m 
 

 

 
 

This is a mid-length and tricky Par 3. The green is not very big, only about 300 m2, and I do not 
think the surface needs to be altered. 
 
I do think though that some of the greenside bunker sand can be reduced in size. The front right 
bunker and some of the front left bunker should be retained however the rest of the left side of the 
green can work better as a deep grassy swale. 
 
I was undecided about the rear bunker however at the moment have decided to keep it as is. It adds 
some difficult with those shots coming in too strong. 
 
I have also added some cart path along the right side and have added in some native landscape 
planting. Its worth mentioning that I really think softer native grasses work very well, rather than 
Lomandra vegetation. 
 
Provision has also been made to add a tee at the front. 
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Hole 4 
 

 

Men  
Unchanged 

Par 5  
 
 

520m 
 

Ladies  
unchanged 

Par 5  
  

493m 
 

 

 
 

 
The essence of the routing of this hole will remain however there are a few items that could be vastly 
improved. 
 
The tees are fine, however I have drawn a larger front tee. 
 
The think both bunkers at the landing area can be reshaped and made smaller. The high face on the 
right-side fairway bunker needs to be lowered to obtain a better view beyond the landing area. The 
front part of the bunker has been removed as I prefer the golfers to finish in this swale off the tee. 
 
During the recent rain events in NSW this golf hole showed that there needs to be some significant 
drainage improvements. 
 
The first part of the hole can add some drainage pits and piped to connect into the current pit in 
front of the right-hand bunker. This can then divert down to the left and into the water body. 
Further along the left side of the hole the drainage along the left edge of the fairway also needs to be 
upgraded. 
 
The strategy in the last 100m of the hole retains a bunker in a central location however we only need 
one, not two. I also aim to extend the fairway both side of the bunker, left and right. 
 
There is a very wet area along the left side of the fairway where the water spills over from the large 
pond. This strip of land should be formalised into a rocky creek to deal with this overspill better. 
There can also be a bridge added so golfers can get to the next tee via the left side cart path. 
A new green is needed here with a slight angle from left to right and a bunker on the right side. 
 
The greenside water body on the left could also be enlarged to generate some fill material. 
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Hole 5 
 

 

Men  
Unchanged 

Par 4  
 

362m 
 
 

Ladies  
Unchanged 

Par 4  
 

316m 
 

 

 
 

 
This hole does not look too long on the scorecard however on the surface appears to play as a strong 
Par 4. 
 
Not much to change at the tees however possibly move the forward tee closer to the path. This will 
negate an uncomfortable walk through a wet area after rain. 
 
The landing area is not really changed apart from extending the cart path up the right side in the 
rough. 
 
The creek and pond beyond the landing area can be enlarged and extended out towards the fence area 
on the left. This might make the water more visible to golfers and also be able to generate some fill 
material for subsequent course works. 
 
The main issue with the green is that it is too close to the property boundary and road and this causes 
a safely problem. This green definitely needs to be moved to the right and forward slightly to allow for 
a safe hitting line off the 6th tees. 
 
The cart path crosses over at the weir, and then heads up the left side, around the back of the green to 
the next tees. 
 
 



11 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hole 6 
 

 

Men  
Unchanged 

Par 3 153m 
 
 

Ladies  
Unchanged 

Par 3  
 

135m 
 

 
 

 
I prefer the golfer traffic to head up the left of the 5th green and around the back of the 6th tees. This 
will create a safer interface between the green and tee and make it easier to connect into the existing 
path on the left side, down near the rocky creek. 
 
The green space itself needs a complete redesign and is open to all sorts of possibilities. I have 
drawn a green angled from left to right and some menacing bunkers in the front and right sides. 
 
When we reach detailed design stage this green might change, but it will be a far better target that 
the current green. 
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Hole 7 
 

 

Men  
Unchanged 

Par 4  
 

388m 
 
 

Ladies  
Unchanged 

Par 5  
 

370m 
 

 

 
 

 

I thought it might work better to remove the high, rear tee on the right and add it to the alignment 
of the main tees. The hole length should not change. 
 
We should also provide more natural and native landscape in the area to the right of the path, 
being mindful not to block the view of the fairway. 
 
This is a strong Par 4 and I toyed with the idea of a fairway trap on the right side. Its already 
required two good hits to get to the green and I thought the addition of a bunker might be too 
penal. We can assess this bunker as we move into more detailed design. 
 
The green sits in between two “goalpost” like trees however I think the large right Eucalypt should 
be removed. Its very untidy on this right side as you access the cart path and I think the removal of 
the tree will produce more space and also sunlight to the grassed areas. 
 
The green probably requires a rebuild however the current theme of it angled from right to left 
works fine. The bunker in front simply needs a remodel with the new bunker products. 
 
We need to clear out the landscape on the right side of the green so it’s a clean access across grass 
on and off the cart path. 
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Hole 8 
 

 

Men  
 

Par 5  
 

493m 
 

Ladies  
 

Par 5  
 

429m 
 

 

 
 

 
I imagine the tee shot across the gorge on the 8th is a difficult one for short hitters however there’s 
not a lot we can change. I would leave the tees as is. 
 
The landing area is pretty dull and boring and probably needs a bunker on the left side, however 
keep it at 240-250m so its more in play for the longer hitters. 
 
The mounds on the right side could be reshaped and made to look a lot nicer however I probably 
don’t see this as a priority for the course. 
 
The latter half of this hole is the problem, particularly the angle of the green. I just don’t think it 
works with this length of golf hole. There is also a really untidy area in the run up to this green that 
seems to be really wet after the rain. 
 
I believe we need to dramatically change this area of the course and I think it also needs to be 
considered to work in with the 9th tees. 
 
I will discuss the 9th hole more in detail later however I think it needs to be shortened and we can 
remove a lot of the material that makes the current rear 9th tee. I also think there needs to be a creek 
running down the right side of the 9th and eventually connect into the pond in front of the 8th green. 
 
By using this material gained from the 9th tees I think we can create a much fairer run-on area in 
front that works better with the creek crossing. 
 
The green should be spun around to provide a right to left angle and we can add some bunkers on 
the left side. 
 
This area is quite an extensive works are and one that will be costly to product however I think we 
can vastly improve both the 8th and 9th holes and provide much better drainage across the 8th green. 
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Hole 9 
 

 

Men  
Reduces from 
202m 

Par 3  
 

170m 
 
 

Ladies  
Reduced from 
206m 

Par 3  
 

130m 
 

 

 
 

 

On a membership style golf course I believe this 9th hole is far too tough at 202m and played 
significantly uphill. Its obviously been deemed too hard for the Ladies as they play it as a Par 4 off 
the rear tee. 
 
I suggest these tees be remodelled to provide a maximum distance of 170m. We should also provide 
plenty of forward tees up to 120m in length. I would prefer if the ladies played this hole as a shorter 
Par 3 hole however always open to hear suggestions from the club. 
 
This was another fairway significantly effected during the rain. The current drainage works on the 
fairway is simply a sheet flow situation and I think this can be significantly improved with the 
addition of a rocky creek meandering down the right side. 
 
The creek will move the stormwater more efficiently and we can also provide some gully pits in the 
fairway and direct the pipework into this new creek. 
 
I think it will provide a much better visual up the golf hole but we will need to be careful how far 
we jag it out into the fairway. 
 
I have no doubt I could produce a different and better green however the current one isn’t too bad 
and could be retained. I might consider reducing some of the bunker on the right side. 
 
Its obviously a very difficult green from the current 200m tees and it might be more acceptable 
played as a shorter golf hole. 
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Hole 10 
 

 

Men  
Unchanged 

Par 4  
 

351m 
 
 

Ladies  
Unchanged 

Par 4  
 

330m 
 

 

 
 

 

The 10th hole is a played through a fairly narrow corridor that needs to be heavily vegetated along 
the right side to protect the roadway. 
 
I wouldn’t touch any of the teeing area or fairway however definitely build a new green a little more 
to the left. This might impact on the large tree short of the green on the left and it probably needs to 
be removed. 
 
With the movement of the green the cart path needs to be realigned to move across the left side to 
the next tees. 
 
The green probably won’t be too large and I would guard the right side with a bunker. 
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Hole 11 
 

 

Men  
Unchanged 

Par 4  
 

351m 
 
 

Ladies  
Unchanged 

Par 4  
 

348m 
 

 

 
 

Its interesting that holes 10 and 11 play exactly the same distance off the tips however are two vastly 
different holes. 
 
At the tee I would aim to enlarge the main tee as much as possible at the front. There is also scope for 
a new tiger tee added behind the water and this would add about 30m and make it a much stronger 
Par 4. I am not sure there is a need for this tiger tee and I have not added it to the plan but happy to 
engage conversation about this later. 
 
I think the most improvement to the aesthetics is to clear out some trees on the right and provide a 
much better visual into the water. It appears these trees might have been added at some stage and 
they have possible been added for protection to the housing. The houses are quite a distance over to 
the right and I’m not sure the trees are really necessary for protection. 
 
I’m not sure how much scope there is with the irrigation system but I would like to slide the fairway 
a few metres to the right and really bring it closer to the water edge. This would present a highly 
heroic line up that right side. 
 
With this in mind the new green should favour shots hit in from this right side. I think a bunker 
added on that left side would penalise the golfers coming in from the left. 
 
The cart path could continue down the left side and use the save crossing point as the 8th hole. This 
would then connect the path in from the left side and continue up the hill to join in with 12th tees. 
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Hole 12 
 

 

Men  
Unchanged 

Par 4  
 

280m 
 
 

Ladies  
Unchanged 

Par 4  
 
 

270m 
 

 

 
 

 

I think the 12th is a super little golf hole.  
 
The tee shot is awkward as the tee shot needs to carry at least 220m from the tips to carry the gully. I 
expect many lay-up short of this. 
 
The green is very interesting and I see no need to change. I would leave the rear bunker on the right 
but I think the front bunker on the right could be converted to a grassy swale. 
 
While the hole plays okay from the back tee I think it gets better as you move forward as more 
players have the opportunity to carry the dip and get close to the green. I would definitely promote 
more play from the tees in the 180-230m range. 
 
With this in mind I would now like to add in a bunker, short of the green on the left, which will be 
firmly in the minds of those trying to reach the green. There needs to be a fine line in either going in 
this bunker or just missing it and being rewarded. 
 
Continue the cart path as indicated on the plan. 
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Hole 13 
 

 

Men  
Unchanged 

Par 4  
 

341m 
 
 

Ladies  
Unchanged 

Par 5  
 

292m 
 

 

 
 

 
I like this hole and the variety of tee positions provided. I thin we can add in one more tee to 
improve the distance variety. 
 

I think you can stretch the fairway back to the water a little more as its quite along carry for the shorter hitters. 

This recommendation can be repeated on a few more fairways on the layout. 

 

I again considered adding in a fairway bunker however with a tricky green I don’t think the hole needs it. We 

can make a slight adjustment in the fairway shape at the landing area to emphasise that fairway shape on the 

plan. 

 

The green surface is fine but there is far too much sand surrounding it. Retain the edge of the bunker that bites 

into the front-right side but all other sand on the right can be filled in and replaced with interesting, grassed 

shapes. 

 

The bunker up the left side can be retained. 

 

I have continued the cart path up the right side and right around the rear of the green to the next tee. 
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Hole 14 
 

 

Men  
Unchanged 

Par 4  
  

371m 
 
 

Ladies  
Unchanged 

Par 5  
  

359m 
 

 

 
 

 

Here is another strong Par 4 that I do not believe needs a fairway bunker. 
 
There are a variety of tees on this hole and I encourage you to look at more options on the left side. 
The hole plays downhill past the outer bank of the large dam and I think this feature alone is why a 
bunker is not required. 
 
The green needs to be completely rebuilt and I will maintain its style of being angled from left to 
right. This will encourage players to hug the left side off the tee. 
 
I have added on a bunker short on the right side, which will hopefully promote players aiming to 
the left side of the green. 
 
I would like to adjust the contours so golfers have an opportunity to bounce the ball in from this left 
side however I will also add in a bunker, pin high on the left. 
 
The cart path runs the entire right side of the fairway. 
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Hole 15 
 

 

Men  
Changed from 
a Par 4 

Par 5  
  

450m 
 
 

Ladies  
Changed from 
a Par 4 

Par 5  
  

375m 
 

 

 
 

 

The 15th hole is the only hole on this plan that has changed Par. I believe we can add in a tiger tee 
and a new green, beyond the current green, and extend into a short but exciting Par 5. 
 
The initial request for this hole was to improve the poor drainage issues on the left side of the 
fairway, that extend across the fairway during significant rain events. As a result I believe we can 
add in a pond on the left side, and use the material to raise the fairway and improve drainage. 
 
This pond really does sit in a perfect position for the golf hole whereby the shorter hitters can still 
hit full shots down the hill however it will be much more in-play for the longer hitters that can reach 
250m and up to 280m. 
 
The green will sit up top of the high ground as I felt this fantastic view was being wasted on the 
layout. The contours present an opportunity to build a wide green, but not very deep. This will 
really put a premium of distance control in the shots up to the green. 
 
A couple of bunkers added in front of the green will ensure players will need to lay-up short in the 
best location for the daily flag positions. 
 
I believe this will be a terrific Par 5 that will provide a wide array of scores. 
 

 



21 | P a g e  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hole 16 
 

 

Men  
Unchanged 

Par 3  
  

159m 
 
 

Ladies  
Unchanged 

Par 3  
  

120m 
 

 

 
 

 

I am really averse to using the term “signature hole” however this Par 3 promises to be a very, very 
good hole once we rebuild the green and bring the water much more into play. 
 
We keep the current tees but adds many more to create a lot of variety of distances and playing 
angles. 
 
I have drawn in a very long green the stretches from its current position all the way back to the 
water edge on the right side. 
 
Given such a wide variety of pins locations on this huge green the shots in can range from 80m up 
to 160m depending on tee location. 
 
The green will likely have distinct platforms on them as it steps up to the rear. 
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Hole 17 
 

 

Men  
Unchanged 

Par 5  
  

494m 
 
 

Ladies  
Unchanged 

Par 5  
  

408m 
 

 

 
 

 

The structure of this hole remains the same as a strong Par 5. 
 
Another tee can be added, as per the plan, to add some distance variety. 
 
I have decided to removal all of the bunkers along the right side of the hole. They are very large and 
in really poor shape. I considered keeping one or two of them however my philosophy here is to 
give the golfers a free hit off the tee, with no obstacles and let them get it as far up the fairway as 
they can. All the action will be on the second and third shots here. 
 
The enormous bunker just short of the green can be rebuilt much smaller and edging a little more 
into the fairway edge. 
 
The green should favour a shot in from the left side, a little better than from the right. It can be a 
bunkerless green with a sharp drop off along the right side into grassy swales and shapes. 



23 | P a g e  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hole 18 
 

 

Men  
Unchanged 

Par 4  
  

255m 
 
 

Ladies  
Unchanged 

Par 4  
  

210m 
 

 

 
 

 
I have an opinion that the 18th fairway is too sharp a dog-leg around the trees. Its only a short Par 4 
so I need to give plenty of options for the layed-up shot as well as those attacking the green. 
 
I think the hole sits much better with the tees moved down the hill. This straightens out the hole a 
little and I think some of the large trees need to be removed. 
 
If the future development goes ahead this green will be moved back even more, creating a shorter 
hole.  
 
I think we can add in a bunker about 20-30m short of the green so the longer hitters have this to 
carry. 
 
There was an alternative for this hole to shorten it to a Par 3 hole. The advantages of this is that the 
tees could be built on the right side of the fairway and barely no trees need to be removed.  
 
It also created an enormous space in behind (where the current tees sit) for short game practice. 
During our meetings it was endorsed that a Par 4 be retained. 
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5.0 – Staging of future works 
 
 

There are a lot of factors to consider as we move forward towards the implementation of this 
Master Plan. 
 
Of course budget will be the determining factor however there definitely needs to be some in-house 
discussion about the priorities between new greens, bunker improvements and cart path works etc. 
 
A new putting green and surrounds can generally take between 2-4 weeks to complete construction 
however there is another 12 week process to grow-in the new grass, meaning its out of play for up 
to four months. There is also the fact that the optimum growing season is between September and 
April each year and this will need to work around golf events at the club where the spare hole is in 
play. 
 
On that note, there hasn’t been much considered on the spare hole in this plan however if the club 
are about to embark on an annual proves of building greens then this spare hole will be in play a lot 
more. There may need to be provision to upgrade this green at the outset so it will not be a chore to 
play this hole during construction periods. 
 
All bunkers on the course, whether they be remodelled or new ones, should include the state of the 
art bunker liner products. These may be smaller projects to work on through each year with 
minimal disruption to play. 
 
Ultimately the Club Board will assess these items after the final presentation of the Master Plan 
documents and work with the Course Architect and Course Superintendent to assess the best route 
forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.0 – Summary 
 
 
 

The design process for this Master Plan has revealed that there is the bones of a very good golf 
course out there. There is no need to radically change the routing of holes to make it a better course. 
 
I think we have looked at each individual hole and made sensible recommendations to make them 
play much better, whether it be with revised bunkering or a new green. The works to the bunkers 
will definitely provide a more consistent model and will certainly provide a lot of impact to the 
golfers. 
 
It should also be noted that the final details of green contouring will be determined in a later 
detailed design process however it can be assured that there will not be highly contoured surfaces 
with “buried elephants” as all this does is minimize pin positions. This is an extremely busy golf 
course and the greens staff need plenty of room to move pins around on a daily basis. 
 
I thank the Board and the Course Staff for their assistance during this design process and look 
forward to a long and fruitful association in the future. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Richard Chamberlain 

 

Director 

Richard Chamberlain Golf Design 

(December 2022) 
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