
4915 West Monte Cristo Road 
Edinburg, Texas 78541   

    Telephone: 956-383-0739   
       Facsimile: 956-383-0730 

TPSLab.com 
AskThePlant.com 

INTERNATIONAL-INSTRUCTIONS     Revised   7/26/2018 2:01 PM 
“TPSL”, “Ask The Plant” and “You Can’t Afford Not To Know” are all ® Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off.

SPECIALISTS IN SOIL FERTILITY, CROP NUTRITION and IRRIGATION WATER MANAGEMENT. 
A Full-Service Soil ~ Plant ~ Water ~ Compost ~ Fertilizer and Heavy Metal Analytical and Consulting Agronomic Laboratory 

Originators of 

Your Crop's Dieticians  

® 

INTERNATIONAL PLANT SAMPLE SUBMITTAL 
& BASIC INSTRUCTIONS 

PLANT PERMIT No: 588-26-120-21714     Expires: 4/30/2027 
A copy of this permit must accompany all shipments. 

SAMPLING INSTRUCTIONS: 

Please follow TPSL®’s sampling procedure on our information sheet on a link titled Ask The Plant® LEAF / 
PETIOLE (STEM) SAMPLING under Plant Testing at www.TPSLab.com. See also Crop Nutritional Notes 
at www.AskThePlant.com for more crop specific instructions. 

 All plant sap/leaf stem (petiole) and leaf samples are to be washed and dried, either in an oven at
40°C for 8 hours, or in direct sunlight [maybe on a vehicle’s dash board] and placed in plain, unlined
paper bags.

 Minimum dry weight per sample required for analysis is three grams and is limited to 10
grams per sample, with no more than 10 samples per shipment. If more than 10 samples need to
be shipped, place several samples in their individual bags into a single bag and call it a single
composite sample.

 If samples still have moisture when examined at the Plant Inspection Station, they will be destroyed
by the inspector, so make sure all samples are thoroughly dried and have no moisture.

 Please identify each sample with a permanent marker on the outside of the bags.

 Provide a history of the fertilizers applied, planting and emergence dates, yield goals desired,
comments and problems, Fertilization Practice (Conventional, Sustainable, Organic), Irrigation
Method (dryland, furrow, sprinkler, drip, center pivot, etc.) and type of tests desired. (see our Fee
Schedule).

This information is critical for accurate analysis, interpretations and recommendations. 

SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS: 

Place samples in a sturdy box and ship directly to us via a bonded carrier (DHL, UPS, Federal Express, etc.). 
DHL is the preferred carrier.  When shipping, have a copy of the permit and completed Notice of Arrival 
attached to the outside of the box for review by USDA inspectors.  

Send samples to: 
        TPS Lab

 Attn: Noel Garcia, CCA 4915 
West Monte Cristo Road 
Edinburg, Texas 78541 

U.S.A. 

Please Call (956) 383-0739, Fax (956) 383-0730 or E-mail  ngarcia@tpslab.com and advise him 
of the manifest number and expected date of arrival. 

SEE ADDITIONAL USDA INSTRUCTIONS ACCOMPANYING EITHER FORM. 

https://tpslab.com/images/PDFs/how_to_take_a_plant_sample.pdf
https://tpslab.com/images/PDFs/how_to_take_a_plant_sample.pdf
https://tpslab.com/images/PDFs/TPSL-Consolidated-Fee-Schedule.pdf
https://tpslab.com/images/PDFs/TPSL-Consolidated-Fee-Schedule.pdf
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This notice informs the PPQ Office of the arrival of a restricted article at a port of entry.        FORM APPROVED 
The information is used to schedule required inspections. (7 CFR 319.321, 322, and 325).        OMB NO: 0579-0049 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE 

PLANT PROTECTION AND QUARANTINE 

NOTICE OF ARRIVAL 
INSTRUCTIONS: Immediately upon arrival, the permittee or his agent should prepare original and one copy of this form. 
Submit copies to the Plant Protection and Quarantine office having jurisdiction over the port of arrival. 

1. NAME OF CARRIER 

2. DATE OF ARRIVAL 

4. PORT OF ARRIVAL 

3. NAME OF PERMITEE/CONSIGNEE 

5. PERMIT NO. 

6. PORT OF DEPARTURE 7. CUSTOMS ENTRY NO. 

9. PRESENT LOCATION 

 
10. COUNTRY AND LOCALITY WHERE GROWN 

11. NAME OF PREVIOUS U.S. PORT (In Transit Only) 

8. CONSIGNOR/SHIPPER (Name and Address) 

12. LT. NO.(In Transit Shipments Only) 

13. DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
 
                  MARKS, BILL OF LADING, 
                  AND/OR CONTAINER NO. 

 
QUANTITY AND NET WEIGHT 

 
COMMODITY 

   

14. SIGNATURE OF IMPORTER OR BROKER 

 
15. FULL BUSINESS ADDRESS OF IMPORTER OR BROKER 

16. DATE SIGNED 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 
(INCLUDE AREA CODE) 

TO BE COMPLETED BY PPQ OFFICAL 
17. DISPOSITION OF PRODUCT 

 

18. SIGNATURE AND TITLE OF PPQ OFFICAL 19. DATE SIGNED 

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information 
collection is 0579-0049.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average .08 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 

 
PPQ FORM 368     Previous editions are obsolete. 
(AUG 2005) 



 
 
 

Instructions for completing PPQ Form 368 
Notice of Arrival to import plants or plant products 

 
 
Please TYPE or PRINT legibly.   
 

1. Name of Carrier: List the name of carrier by identifying the airline with the flight number, ship name with the 
voyage number, truck and container number used to transport the agricultural product. 

       
2. Date of Arrival:  List the date on which the carrier arrives at the port on entry. 

 
3. Name of Permittee/Consignee: List the name and street address of the person responsible for the importation. 

The applicant must be a United States resident. List the organization or company name, if applicable. A physical 
address of the facility or business is required. You may include a post office box address in addition to the street 
address for mailing purposes. List your daytime telephone number, including the Area Code. List your facsimile 
number, including the Area Code. List your email address if applicable. 

 
4. Port of Arrival: List the port on which the carrier arrives. 

 
5. Permit No.: List the USDA-APHIS-PPQ permit if the commodity requires a permit as a condition of entry.  

 
6. Port of Departure: List the name of the port where the carrier originated in the country of origin.   

 
7. Customs Entry No.: List the Customs and Border Protection entry number associated with this shipment. 

 
8. Consignor/Shipper: List the name and street address of the person responsible for the shipping. List the 

organization or company name, if applicable. A physical address of the facility or business is required. You may 
include a post office box address in addition to the street address for mailing purposes. List your daytime 
telephone number, including the country code, facsimile number, including the Area Code. List the email address, 
if applicable. 

 
9. Present Location: List the physical location where the commodity is to be inspected. 

 
10. Country and Locality Where Grown: List Country, Province, State and Location where the commodities where 

grown. 
 

11. Name of Previous U.S. Port:  List If the commodity transited in any country prior to arrival to U.S. port. 
 

12. I.T. No. (In transit shipment only): list the in-bond IT number this shipment is moving under. 
 

13. Description of Product: List the following information in the space provided: Marks, Bill of Lading No., and/or 
Container No.; Quantity and Net Weight; and the Commodity arriving under this notice of arrival. 

 
14. Signature of Importer or Broker: The person that is responsible for the accuracy of the responses submitted on 

this form. 
 

15. Full Business Address of Importer or Broker: List the full business address and telephone number of the person 
whose signatory appears in Block 14.  

 
16. Date Signed: List the date the form is completed and signed, using this format: dd/mm/yyyy. 

 
If attachments are necessary, type or print “PPQ Form 368” along with the Company Name and address of the Importer 
or Broker, at the top of each page. 
 
Send the completed original signed form to the CBP Agriculture office or PPQ port office where the shipment is arriving 
and making official entry.  In the case of IT shipments, send the form to the port of arrival and port of entry. 
 
For assistance with filling out this form, contact:  
USDA-APHIS-PPQ-QPAS-Agriculture Quarantine Inspection 
4700 River Road, Unit # 60 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
Phone number (301) 734-8295; ask for a staff officer. 
 

 

http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/toolbox/ports/
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/import_export/plants/plant_imports/plant_inspection_stations.shtml
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