
ST. PETER THE FISHERMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH

P. O. Box 398
?49 Dyer St.

Mountain Hoffie, AR 72653
Church Offic e 4?5-?832

Fa.x # 4?4-5172
stpeters@ spccrntnhom e. org

1$&h_ gl3p ; tsTp-w. saccmtnhom e.otg
PKRPffiTWAL ASORATIS}{ CHAPffiL

MISSION STATEMENT
Richly blessecl in numbers, talents and resources, rve the
people of St. Peter the Fisherxnan Roman Catholic Chr-rrch,
are commissioned by Chrisf inspired by His teaching,
mctivatecl by love and called by orr very Baptism to be the
living sign of God's loving presence in the communlty of ttre
Tr,vin Lakes area.

MASS SCHTDULE
Sunday Plasses
Satnrd ay: 4:00 PM
Surrrlay: 8:00 AM, & 11:00 AM

OFFICE HOURSI Monda)' Friday, 8:00 AM - 4:00
PIII {Closerl on Hol3r Days of Obligation and ir{ational
Holidays).

WTTKDAY MAssES
Monday, Tuescluy' Thurscl ay &, Saturcl ay 7: 15 AM
Wednssday anrl Friday: 5:15 PM, {First Friday:7:15 AM)
HOLY DAY$ - as announced

SACN.AF{ENT SF BAPTTSM
Preparati*n class for parents and godpa.rents is required.
Flease contact th* church office for dates and time sf
Rapti.q.rns aneJ nfh*r infoalsalicrn pnr-fa,in rng.fn thj.r Snr-",rn::r'rsnt.

SACRAM EhIT *F CSf{ FTSSISN
F{alf an hour befrrre each l\{ass, and by* appointment.

SACRAMEIUT gF MARRIAGH
Preparation far marriage mllst begin at least six manths
before anticipatecl clate of rvedcling. Pleas* contact the
church office ta set up an appointment to talk rvith &

priest.

FIEW PARISHIONER5
Please register at the church otKce during ofiice hours.

PASTOR
Fr. btrorbert Rappold 424-4841
Fr. ir{orberf ' s email, ffi,ffgffi #, ppp_#s,Sffi"#e'},p,p.m

DEACOI\IS:
Jeff Speight
Robert V/ochner

DOMIFIICA}i SISTERS
Sister Klaudia Klap &ez, OP
Sister lrmina Malek, OP
Sister Santina Purcha, OP 4?5-2832, ext. 1

PARISH STAFF
Parish Secretary (rnaryj o. spcc@gmail. com)
Mary Ja Rudnik 425-283?, ext. 1

Finance Secretary 425-Z8i?., ext. ?
Mrs, Tina Johnsotr, oF {tina@$pccmtnhome.org}

Director of Religious Educati*n 4Zs-?832, f,xt. 3
Rrandi ir{oval (brandi,spcc@gmail,com}

sarah osorio lzs-z83z"ext. 4

L iv e S trearn erllnYeb rn a ster

Director of Music
(directoro fmusic 

" spcc @ gmai I . ccm)

Mainfenance

Ministries
Adoration: Angela DeGrocte
OCIA: Fr. I.{orbert or Mary Ja
Fastor's Advisory Board:
Clothing Roonr: Kathi Cl*rk
Mon. - Sat. 10:00 An{ - 1:00 PM
St. Vincent De Paul Society
Thr-rrsdays 10:00 - l'loon
Daughters cf Mary: Lynne Weaver 870-404- lz12
Knights of Caluinbus: Dana Bror,r.'n 512-qffi-7&79
Tr*ti,-y!"*-- 'tthrri>...-y1-6.4 f-\ T T1"..-,-{.- {f}1 -}r}1 -t {{\^lhttrg.ll"Li]' 'T l-lugru.u-u.J" i"rvtrla JUi -;'i i -_"rv7,t

Lay D*minicans:Mrs" Kathi Richey,op 940-390-6693
Health Care h4inisky: Ilenise h{alloy 8?0-3 ?1-116i
Walking With PurpBSs: Amy Caster &7*-4zl-6i51

We Tv€tcolrts {sl{ visitors t* ,T* Pster the
Fishsrrrr{rn Cstlt*lic Ckurclt {rn{tr th*nk yort
foo' ce{ebrating with us tlte liturgy of the Itoly
Euc{tarist. We wish ynu the wrost enjoy*ble
st$y in our he$utrfirl $re& &ftd prry _f*r. ysrrr
s*fety wlren ,y*ott tysvel bsck howre,

425-2832 ext. 1

Dehbie Legner

Steven Jamison

Dennis Roam
Steven Jarnison

12t-04?6
425-2832
425-?83?

870-809-9080

4?1-0926



EASTER SUhIDAY OF THT
RESURRHCTIOru OF THH LORD

ApRrL 4/5,2026
.F

Ne {,s B,isen '' 
,

"This is fhe d{ry the L*rC
kas made; let us rejoice
and be glcrd" "

Psalm 1 18

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Collgction fnr Mar. 28129,.. i.,...... . o. ., i *,....$14,543.00

PRJ4YER AT THT DAWN OT EASTER
Risen Lord,

As light brectks over the cluiet esrth,
Let ))oLrr vict*t")t over desth

fifss t'vithin our kefirts.
Fill us vvitk tlze jopt

Th$t rz* shadow can dim,
The pe&ce t/znn no grt$e cttn hofd,

The lzope lh*t no night can end.

kil*y our lives procl*im
The wonder 0f Your Resurrecti*n,

T*daj; sncl ulwctys.

Amen

AWAY RECETUTLY We c&$rmended fo Gsd atl the
snuls sf aun faithfulty departed. May fhey all rest in
eternal peacf;. Please r*rnember their familiEs in your
hearts ancl praysrs,

frUCHARTSTIC ANfiRATIOIq QT TI.IF
LSRtr We ars so blessed w* can visit Jesus in
Eucharistic Adoration" Far ffior* infonnation or to sign
up for your personal hour contart Angela at 421-*4?6

Sund e.y: 2:,*8 AM, Mtndays: l lSS AM, Tuesday$:
3:S0 AM, Friclays: l2:{}{} AM ancl #:0S PM.

5T. PETHR"S KITCHEru ON T}NUR"SSAYS
Please join us f*r free lr-rnch and feH*wship fram 12:3*
to 1:30 PM in DeClerk hall on Thr"rrsdays. Big thank
you to the cooks: ollr Grcsters: Servers and Clean-Llp
Crew. A big thank you to Dcn. Bob for saying the pra3er

before our meal. Gad bless you all, this could not
happen u'ithout youl!

FISH FRY AT ST. pETER'g FRTBAY,
APRTL 24TH
Please jain us for a Fish Fry on Friday, April 24e from
5:00 - 7:30 PM in the Family Life Center. $12.00 per
plate for fried ccd, calesl sw, fries, hushpuppies,
dessert and drink accepting cash or check only. This
r,vitrl help benefit the children's program. You can
purchase tickets from the church sffice, Jay Chafin
State Farm office Kinetico and Shay's Appliance.
You can dine in or carry o$t. Let's' make this an
awesome event. All arc welcame!!

DAUGHTERS OT MARY MEETIHG
Daughters of Mary will have its regular monthly
meeting on TuesdW, April 7x in DeClerk hall. The
Daughters cf Mary is open to all ladies of the parish,
18 years and older, Rasary will begin at 12:30 rnrith

the meeting ta follow. Please remsmber to bring ?
boxes of cereal for the Food Basket. Questions please
call 870-404- 1?52.

THANK YOU!! Thank yoll to everyone who
attended our Lenten Soup Suppers. It has been a
wonderful opportunity to gather, share a simple
homemade rneal. and eqloy fellawship together during
this sacred season. I also want to sxpress my heartfelt
appreciation and deep gratitude to the many people
who made this possible: those rv-ho trovingly preparecl

the soups, breads, crackers, and sweet treats, &s well as

those w'ho helped with set-up, serviog, and clean-up
afterwards" God bless you, and have a blessed Easter! !

Brandi

2926 Knights of Columbus
Sch$Narships" The Knights of Columbus Cauncil
#7353 sponsors student candiclates of all ages far
scholarship funding to be used in their pr"rsuit of
educational opportunities at accrediteci schools. As an
example, accredited schools tor scholarships could be

ulriversities, community colleges, or trade schools.
The St. Peter the Fishennan Knights of Catrumbus
Scholarship application periocl of ?*26 is frorn
Febm ary 16-May 1 lth. Eligible candidates are

members of St. Pster's {Mountain Home) E{ St.

Anclrew's {Yeliville) parishes in Arkansas. Awards ar*
msrit based" The appliration packets will be available
et the St. Peter's church office starling Febru ary 16th

and, ffiust be returnect by V{ay 111h. Please contact
Mary Jc Rudnik if yo$ are irrterested in applying for a

scholarship or drap by the church office during normal
operating hours.

PRAYER LINT T s7S-494-2O39
God bless our Church Faffiily!!!



MASS INTENTIONS
Mondry, April 6

Acts 2 : I 4,22-3 3/Mt 2B :B-1 5
7:15 AM Special Intention of Sally Stidham

by Evelyn Clegg
Tuesdry, Ap,':l 7

Acts 2:36-4 IlJn 20:1j-]B
7:15 AM Special Intention of Michael & Kathleen
DeGroot by Louise Clark
Wednesday, April I

Acts 3 : I -I A/Lk 24: I 3-3 5
5:15 PM St. Peter's Purgatofial Mass
Thursd*y, April 9

Acts 3: ] I -26/Lk 24:3 5-48
7:15 AM +Virginia Blackowicz Yostatek

by Carin Vostatek
Friday, April 10

Acts 4:I-12/Jn 2I:I-14
5:15 PM Happy Birthday Debbie Filbeck by cal
Saturduy, April 11

Acts 1: I3-2 ]/fv{k I6:9-15
7:l5AM +Glenn Cox by Renee and Family
4:00 PM +In loving memory of Frank Bradley on our
58th Wectding Anniversary by Sue Bradley
Sundey, April 12 Divine Mercy SundaJr'

Acts 2:42-47/I Pt 1 :3-9/Jn 20: ] 9-3l
8:00 AM For the Penple of St. Peter's
1 1:00 +Eleanor Stearns

by David & Brenda Dover & Family

KNTGHTS OF COLUMBUS f TAMTLY OF
THE MONTH We ar* pleased tc recognize Jim and
Lynn Weaver as our Family of the Month. Lynn and
Jim faithfully serves our parish through the Daughters of
Mary, Religious Education, and many parish events.
Together, they are a beautiful example of faith, service,
and love.

LSST AND fOUnID Are you missing somerhing?
Please look in the lost and found boxes above the coat
rack in the vestibr"rle of the church. Or call Mary Jo in
the church otTice at 870-425-2832, ext. l .

BTG THANK YOU FOR ALL WHO HELPED
CLEAI{ TllE CHURCH Dannie Peters, Joe
Grabowski, John Harsgrove! Rosc Matta, Anna Rue,
Elaine Luttrell, Sally Stidham, l{crma Brhaty, Janet
Tlreis, Annette Walder, Brenda Dover, Cheryl Gards *et,
Catb Doyle and Mary Ann Lockm&n. Thank yolr so
much, Fr. Norbert and the Dorninican Sisters

Please note:
The Church Offices
Monday, April 6tl'.

PLEASE KEEP ALL THESE PEOPLE IN
YOUR HOLY HEARTS AND PRAYERS
Paul oswald, A*y, Bill K" Stapleton, Mick, Tia,
callesr, clay Kennedy, Jeff Torphy, Joey, David,
Yarn Pellic.ane, Claudette Hough, Fraser, Ruben
Pasillas, Kevin Kennedy, Kaleb, Tina tJrban, Mary
Eckefi, Trish, Tom and Patricia Kelley, Jaey H., Torn
Handby, Regina ]rliggemann, Ginny Cox, Clare Joanne
Fulton, Schill Family, Victoria Malichi, Mike, Jack
Insinga, Amy Spiegle, David Sullivan, Ed and Jean
Moranz, Kathleen Szpicki, Louie Dreder, parker, Sam
Ferrara, Lois Runkle, Mary Ann Balwierczak,
Stephanie Kratovil, Clark Knight, Terry and Kathy
Mason, Fred Browni*g, Pat Favara, Ron Dziek an,
Sarah, Caral Kennf,dy, Kristin Meinhalz, Jim, Kaleb,
Jacob, Theresa? Hann&h, Alex Till, Debra Burley,
David Totten, Ron Briggs, Linda, Alice Mason, Don
Dotsan, Judie Kubal, Paul Pablo Garay, David
Rnssell, Joey, Ter-ry, i{ick Kennndy, Paul and Barbara'
Lachel, Savino ManduJano, AnnE Middleton, John and
Andy Willette, Jack Clarke, Lisa, Kaitlin" Irlathan,
Aria and Ivy Barbeau, Chris ancl Carly Webb, Lso,
Bonnie, Bill Holstine, Jim Allen, Bond Family, Ellen
Moran, Marty Kowalkor,vski, Kevin, Gecrge Ferrara,
Kathy McAleese, Bill and Deb Brelver, Carolyn,
Kenneth, Sarah, Kole, Patty Shay, Larry Rice ,
Kennedy Sheffler, Mary Anderson: Judy Fazekas,
A*y, Christina Lorkowski, Janet Musters, Judith
Burlette, Charlie (Gonzalo) Delgado, Tara, Jennifer,
Gabriel, prayers for all who suffer in silence, Beverly
Downs, Elodie Cox, John and Cynthia Malenshek,
Courtfrey, Lynn Ryals, hdargar*t Lee, Anne Davis, Jeff
Rathbon, Todd Dalton, David Marx, John Green. Lief
and Caurtney House, Jack Burns, Dominic Podsiadcik,
Sgt. Alex Baurnhardt, Sgt. Lawerence Lee, Steven and
Les Torres, Ben Farmer, Jaccb Taylor.

IJ'3tott &re
unc{ plsce

Name

WtrLCOME
new t* our Parish, please rtil irz this fown
it in tlze collection basket rsr bring it to the

church office, Thank j;ou!

Phane

Address

Email
{f 3,ort fiYe

chrtnged,
registered snr{ &n,' o.f 3;ortr inforynati*n h*s
please call Mary Jo im tlze cht*"ch offire at

BT 0-42 5 -283 3, ext. I .will be clos€d,
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FIVE STEPS ON EMBRACING OUR BAPTISM

WIT PRAYHR:

1" Lord I give you rrly body.
Live this day with me,
Live this day in me.

Live this day thr*ugh me,

2. Get a Bible
A. Keep it on your pillow.
B. Promise God to never go to sleep without

reading one line.

3. Develop the habit. before making decisions, of alwaysrasking
yourself "How does this bare witness to the values of
Christ?"

4. "Start Being Loving" A healing smile, acknowledge others
around you, tell people around you something good about
themselves.

5. Move from "maintaining our Catholism" to "proclaiming our
Catholism" we are called to "renew the face of the earth."



I

ilruIFSE MERCY SUNDAY APRIL L7

Jesus said to St. Faustina:

"On Divine Mercy Sunday, &e soul that will receive Holy Communion, go to
Confession and stay in the state of Grace will receive forgiveness of sins and
punishment" (All of the soul's Purgatory time is removed) pg 6ee in the Diary

Confession may be wi&in 20 days.

Invite everyone especially anyone who has left the Faith. ,

/

Also

DTVINE MERCY SERVICE AI2 PM

We will pray the Novenas that were dictated to Faustina by Jesus for His concerns,
and His Chaplet.

"It is Jesus'desire *rat at the moment of His dea& on the cross, 3:00 PM, be
venerated every day.'This is the hour of Grace for the whole world." st. Faustina



EASTER MEMORTAT,S 2026

FOR:

Anits I{anby
Zeclzaryt Clifton
Robert Sladek
Laura Waters
Jim and Helen lr,{usb&uwt

Rosewtary Szpicki
Helen {,Yindsor
Edr,vard arud Flor"ence kl*dore
Frank Slruberf, Jr.
Al Moor€
Patricia Obszarn,v
Wcryne Roth
Fcther Jim Fctrcrsk
Iv{rs. Then {-frbun
Deceased Loved Ones
J&mes Kubal
klarissa
Gorden Gurley
Paul Gurfqt
Jim Hanson
Plxil Halzn
Josepkine Ryarz

Williatm Jss eph P lnkston
lv{r. and Mrs. Arch Houslry
Ssmi Grabowski
Csssnndr* Guillory
Barbara Lnchel
Peter Tottenhnm
Eugerre Karnp
Alice Downirzg
Steve Monte
Willinrrc trnd I{adine Buckner
Judith and Richard DeAtley''
Ju,v and Lorrcrine P*pek
Dsn #rzd Josnrue Buchtey
Sus$n Cr*ckett Spoorc-
Antb freAtley
Eliz*beth Collier
frerek McWillictwts
Kenrze{h Koepp
Cctr"l Bil/xr'

Ka)' Bect{

FROM:

Mr. Tom Hanbj,snd family
Mr. and Mrs. John Clifion
Ms. klary Ann Sladek
Mr. John Wgters
Iu{s. Katlzrj,n IVusbaum
lu{r. James Szpicki
Mr. and k{rs" Iulicknel Gunter
&{s" Jeanne Whitt$m
Jv{rs. Shubert
Ms, Veronica iulosre
Mr. Thomas Obsznrn))
kIrs" Jeanne Rotlz

A.{s. CstheT"ine Doyle
Mr. Kenneth {-frbarz

A'{s. Catlterine Doyle
h{rs. Rose Kubal
IuIr. and Mrs. Ed h{etcalf
A'{r. and d{rs. Raymon Shivers
Mr. snd Mrs. Rcrym*n Slzivers
lufs. Diann Schooler
h{s. Geil H*hn
jvfr. and Mrs. Pstrick Ryan
lufs. A,{.J. Pinkston
Mrs. Bilrbsrn k{ttier
IuIr. and Mrs. Joe Grubovvski
A,{r, antl Jv'ks. Richnrd GuillorT*
Mrs. Janice Porretto
fufls. Lsnitct Totterzhsm
lv{s" Judy Kamp
Mr" George frownirzg
d,{rs. Yicki Monte
ilr. and Dr. Irvin DeAtley
Dr. and llr. Irvin DeAtlej,
frr". and Dr. Irvin DeAtlev
Dr. *vzd Dr. Irvin DeAtley,,

D7'. *nd Dr. Ir.vin DeAflffi
frv. snd ilr. Irt,in freAtl
Dr. snd Dt"s. Gt#ffi,W:Itffi
A,k. und A,Irs. AWffiW#,lr#

rt,{rs " T'eronicct Koepp



EASTER MEMORIALS 2026

FOR:

Audy Lewand*wski
Larry Tendall
Jerry Clark
Frank Holt
Joycelyn Bourgeois
Betty Lindsey
Joe Johnsey
Lloyd Klamut
Paul Bern*rd
Vic Beck
Terri /u{agnoni
Elwood Mosely
Totn find Colleen Hsncock
Loztis ancl,Rose Msrie luf*gnoni
Bridget klclntosh
Mike Petersort
Fred C. Drake
John Peters
John Ban',
Mom anC D$d
Ted Szopinski
,fohn Pmvlak
Kevin Ssrn E*yl
Wrahne Maxint
Fr. Gregorj,f{art
A,'{yslirzskis Familv
Lltke I{arrison
Irving Eourgeois
Kcry Bourgeois
K{nerc und Grsnzolo Delg*do
Joseph Bourque, Sr.
Al Moors
Dovie Botrque
Theresa Boekholder
Frsnk trnd Rose Shubeyt
Jesn-kfnrie Lucas
&{ichael R. l"{wFek
Sgt" Rick Grsbovrski
A'{r. und kfrs. J. B. Couclz
Edtvsrd and Eleanor lF'ron*
Deceus ed Famity A'tewhers
iv{ur'y' Brow,n

FROM:

Mr. Bob Lewandowski
Ms. Helen Tend&ll
kfs. Kathi Clark
Ms. Ann Holt
Mr, and A,{rs. Eddie D*nh&L{er
A'{r. and A,{rs. Eddie Harrison
Ms. Judi Johnsey
Ms. Janice Klctmut
Mrs. Ellen G&ssie
Mrs. Rose Beck
Iv{r, James Magnoni
h,fr. Jilmes lv'fagnoni
A'{r. Jarne s lulagrzoni
h{r. James Magnoni
Iufr. $nd kIrs. Ernest iulclntoslt
Mrs. M*ry Peterson
Mrs. Evelyn Drake
h*". and h{rs. Donald Petsrs
kfrs. Stte Bany
Ar{r. &nd A,{rs. George Stidltam
Mrs. Clctire Sropinski
luIs. Linda Pc*v{uk
Mrs. Carol Earl
h{s. Corol Tiskus
Mrs, Helerz Gunter
kIr. srzd Iu{rs" Mike Mvslinski
A,{r. and AlIrs" Eddie H{ty'rison
M?'. and &{rs. Eddie Danhauer
A,{r. and Iv*"s" Etldie Dsrzh*usr

]uIs. trteronicrt Jt{oore &nd Furnily

A,{rs.

&{r.
fufrs.

A,{r.

!t{r"
fu{s"

Beverlj,
snd lv{rs.

Be

!!.rirL lttt:.::t.
1 ""1tt1';:$!:i ::i::iii:':,,..'*i:'i )l- 1,,

snd TUITS'.' Stg

Evleyn ilxsh :':'.: 'dt'Iroteyo
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EA$!:trW. &LRIUMS 2{}26

'

TO:

--...
Pr e s ident fr ona{d. Jakff Truw
Sharon Quint
Jim and Josn Lossin
Lauren Rayfield
Andres TorreE CruE
F'anschaik
Chctrles Brown
Jared &{oore
Atl tke Choir at St. Peter's
All St. Pefer's Ewtployees
Jfudy P{rul
Racfiel Stillwell
ilehra Legrcer

Murilyn Rizsardo
Rose Ma{ts
Louise Clsrk
The ilowinic*n Sisters
Fr" fr{orbert Rappold
Fr. Stctn Swiderski
Our fresc*ns $?tc{ tfteir Families
Mary Jo Ruttnik 

...,i
Bruce arcd Yicfql Wolf s

Domini$tn Sisters
Donns *nd Ron ?Y*ggefter

MAY YOU HAVE A HAPPY AND BLESSED EASTER SEASO'V'

&ary,4p
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Mr'. snd &{ys. Davic{ WitherinEiii,i'
' : r :1:l l':::

kfr, Frsnk Quint '''1iiffit ,. ,i

Dr, and A[rs. l{tilliam Hill
Dr. and ltrfrs. Willism Hill
Iufr. and &{rs. Orlando SeQueiru
Mrs. Joan Gitbgit,'''.tt't 

"'t-''-. i'

Ms. Debbie Legner

J*{rs. Jawe., Stngbei}

Mr. und Idrs. Yern Rudnik
A,{r, and A,{rs. Msrk Lockmfin
Ms. C*rin Yostatek

wffi #.





Tr+r, EASTaR. Sg,qSOF{ Tr+g Svnnn*rs #F EAsrr,R
AI"{D ITS TTMIT-{G

Easter is the central feast of the Church
year, but unlike Christmas, it does not
have a fixed date. The early Church
sought to link Easter closely with the J"*-
ish Passover, the context of Jesus' Pas-

sion and Resurrection. In A.D. 325, the
Council of Nicaea established that Easter

would be celebrated on the ftrst Sunday
afrer the ftrst full moon following the
spring equinox.

This ancient formula connects Easter to
both the sun and the moon-the cycles of
light and life in creation. Because of this,
Easter can fall anywhere bet'ween March
22 and April 25. \Testern Christtanity
follows the Gregorian calendar, while
many Eastern Churches use the Julian
calendar, sometimes celebrating Easter

on different dates. Yet both traditions pro-
claim the same mystery: Christ's victory
over death and the dawning of new life
for the world.

The celebration of Easter does not end on

Easter Sunday-it begins there. The Eas-

ter Season, or Eastertide, lasts for ffry
days, culminating in the feast of Pente-

cost. These days form one great festival of
joy, during which the Church rejoices in
the Risen Lord's presence and the gift of
new life received in baptism.

Throughout Eastertide, the liturgy shines

with light and renewal. The Paschal Can-
dl., lit at the Easter Vigil, remains near

the altar as a sign of Christ, the Light of
the \(orld. The word Alleluia, silent dur-
itg Lent, rings out again in hymns and

Prayers.

The season invites us to live as Easter peo-

ple-bearing witness to hope, walking in
the light of the Resurrection, and allow-
itg the joy of new life in Christ to shape

everything we say and do.

Easter is rich
The Paschal

baptismal promises, recalling that through b"p-
tism we die and rise with Christ. Vrhite vestments
and altar cloths replace the purple of Lent, sym-
bolizin g joy, purity, and new life.

The empty
ies, and the

with symbols that proclaim life, light, and renewal.

Candle is the ..nrr"i symbol of the i."ron, represent-

itg Christ, the Light of the World. Its flame dis-
pels darkness and reminds us that the Resurrection
shines into every shadow of life.

'Water is another k.y sign. During the Easter Vigil,
new water is blessed, and the faithful renew their

tomb, the cross transformed by til-
word Alleluia all speak of victory and renewal. Even

common springtime symbols-eggs, flowers, and
light-echo the message of new beginnings.

Through these signs, the Church expresses the truth
that Easter is not only about Christ's Resurrection
but about our own: we are called to live as people of

the light of the Risen Lord in our daily lives.hope, reflectitg

TF{N TCTAS/E c>F EASTH.I{
The first eight days of the Easter Season are known as the Octave

of Easter, an extended celebration of the Resurrection. Each day is
liturgically treated as Easter Su nday itself, emphasizing the depth and
joy of the mystery.

During the Octave, the Church continues to sing " This is the day the

Lord, has mad.e; let us rejoice and be glad.!"The Gloria is sung at darly

Mass, and the readings recount the appearances of the Risen Lord to
his disciples.

The Octave concludes with Divine Mercy Sunday, established by
Pope St. John Paul II in 2000. This feast highlights the boundless

mercy poured out through Christ's Resurrection. The image ofJesus,

with rays of red and white light streamirg from his he att, invites us

to trust in his me rcy and share it with others.

The Easter Octave reminds us that resurrection joy cannot be con-

tained in a single d^y-it is a grace that fills the whole Church with
light and life.

@

Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people

and Alleluia is our song, May the light of the Risen Christ dispel the darkness

of our hearts and renew the face of the earth .- Pope St. John Paul ll
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