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Let us Celebrate:  Jochebed the Mother of Moses her courage, 

wisdom and faith.  

 

Let us pray: Creator and Creating God you called us to be your 

children. Here we bow in humility before you. We lift our voices 

with praise and thanksgiving in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

If your life has been blessed by the touch of a godly mother, then you 

have enjoyed one of this world's greatest treasures and blessings. 

Not everyone has enjoyed this great blessing but those who have 

will always remember the love of their mother/parent.  

Jochebed was married to Amran and together they had Aaron, 

Miriam and Moses. Their children were great leaders of the exodus 

story. It was a journey that took the nation of Israel forty years from 

Egypt to the Promised Land (Canaan).  Jochebed can be called the 

mother of Israel and a model parent for all of us. 

 

The story tells us that pharaoh declared that all new baby boys of 

the Israelites be killed. This way the Hebrew people would be 

brought under control.  Their numbers and influence had become a 

threat to the Egyptians.  

 Jochebed made a basket of reeds and waterproofed it with pitch.  

When Moses was three months old, Jochebed placed him in the 

basket of reeds at the river bank. Of course it was planned that he 
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would be watched over by his sister Miriam.  Moses was found by 

the Egyptian princess. Miriam and the princess made arrangements 

for a nurse-maid to the child. Jochebed became the nurse-maid to 

her own son. 

 

Jochebed was a mother of courage. She broke the Egyptian civil 

laws with this plan and placed her whole family at risk.   She 

followed the laws from God given to Abraham and Sarah. She 

believed she was following God’s law by setting her child free.  

 

Shiprah and Puah were Egyptian midwives who helped delivered 

the baby. The mid-wives saw Jochebed as a God-fearing mother. 

They were inspired by Jochebed’s faith for her God-Jehovah  

(Protect & Provider). Shiprah and Puah were women of different 

cultural beliefs yet they supported Jochebed at a time of crisis in her 

life. 

 

The children are set free in spite of risks; a major role of parenting 

then as it is today.  We parent our children the best we can then set 

them free to discover the world. It is said that a child should go to a 

college or training at least 500 miles from home.  That meant one 

would really be on their own to learn.  

 

Not to generalize, it seems to me the more our children have tried 

their wings and gotten away, the more developed, accomplished and 

happy they become.  It is an evolving life-journey experience. We 

trust that God will be for them the image of a Mother Hen who 

gathers her brood under her wings. We trust God to be their 

protector and provider. 
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Jochebed was a mother of wisdom.  She had knowledge and made 

the basket sturdy and waterproof. She knew where to place the 

basket on the river so that it was safe and for the river currents to 

take it past the palace.  Miriam was coached with what to say.  It was 

a well thought out, strategic and practical plan. 

 

It is a challenge for us today to watch out for the present and next 

generation.  The rapid development of technological tools is a 

learning curve for many parenting families. All our children need a 

Miriam looking out for them so they can be protected, taught good 

values, and counseled with wise decision-making along the way.   

 

We know that children’s chief source of information is their friends, 

but we do hope to give them the skills to assess what is right and 

helpful. It is my prayer that parenting your child/children would 

help with their development to carefully make analysis of 

information or situations and then make decisions.  

 

Jochebed was a mother of faith.  She saw the image of God in 

Moses and gave all three of her children training with relationship to 

God’s covenant. They had a heritage of faith of where they had come 

from and what was expected of them in the future.  Aaron was a 

strong leader and the spokesperson for Moses because Aaron was 

better at it.   

Miriam was the prophetess who shared what God wanted for the 

people.  Moses was the great organizer and leader who structured 

the Israelite community for the forty years journey in the 

wilderness. This God-fearing family led the Hebrew people to the 

Promised Land. It is the faith of their mother that shaped and 

influenced the personalities and characters of her children. It is a 

family celebration. 
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Faith in Jesus has a crucial role with our parenting skills. What is our 

relationship with God or church? Here is an example. Susanna 

Annesley Wesley was the mother of John and Charles Wesley, the 

founders of Methodism.  They were writers of many hymns and 

writings that guided the church.  

Charles hymns included, Come, thou Long Expected Jesus, Hark the 

Herald Angels Sing, and Ye Servants of God.  Susanna had 15 other 

children and each child was given her attention one day a month. In 

this way all of them felt special and important to their family. 

 

Susanna is remembered in the United Church.  At the Victoria 

University; the United Church is part of the University of Toronto, 

and Annesley Hall is the women’s residence.  It is on Queen’s Park 

Crescent.  Annesley is also the name of a number of United 

Churches.  We have a rich heritage on our journey of faith.  

 

Many of you have and your children will also attend the University 

of Toronto. Whenever you are on the campus and you see these 

names you can proudly say: Yes to Jesus! The Faith of the United 

Church’s mothers and parents is alive in you and me. 

 

In the book of Acts 10:44-48 God says to us: I have come to life in 

Jesus Christ and in the presence of the Holy Spirit to break down all 

that separates you from me. As with Cornelius, I have heard your 

prayers. I have come to visit your house no matter how humble it 

might be. I pour out my spirit of life upon you.  

This is the Good News for celebration on this Mother’s Day/ Family 

Sunday. God has come to visit your house and lives in your heart.  

It is my prayer that the joys of a living faith with Jesus Christ 

maybe complete in all of us.  All God’s children say Amen! 


