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CONGREGATIONAL CAROLS   Remaining seated, join the Choir in singing Stanzas 1 and 2 of each hymn, found in The Hymnal 1982. 
 “O little town of Bethlehem”             Hymnal 79 

“It came upon the midnight clear”            Hymnal 89 
“God rest you merry, gentlemen”                         Hymnal 105 
“The snow lay on the ground”                         Hymnal 110 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE “Noel, Grand jeu et Duo”              Louis Claude Daquin (1694-1772) 
 

CHILDREN’S ANTHEM At 4 p.m. “How Will We Know Him?”                 Charlotte Algozin (1931-2023) 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME & CHILDREN’S SERMON At 4 p.m.                                                             The Rev. Dr. James M. Pevehouse, Rector 
Your presence blesses us, and we pray that your worship and time with us will be a blessing to you. Whether you are a first-time visitor, a longtime 
member, or somewhere in between, welcome to this place where together we sing, read, pray, and praise the living God whose love brings new 
life for us and for the world.  
 

OPENING HYMN #83 “O come, all ye faithful” – All stand and join in singing Stanzas 1, 2, 3, and 6.               Adeste fideles 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY                                                                                   The Book of Common Prayer p. 355 
 

CELEBRANT  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
PEOPLE  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
CELEBRANT  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 

of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

HYMN #96 “Angels we have heard on high” – Remaining standing, all sing Stanzas 1 and 4.                                                 Gloria 

 

 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
CELEBRANT  The Lord be with you. 
PEOPLE   And also with you.  
CELEBRANT  Let us pray. 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully 
receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
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THE FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 9:2-7 
READER  A reading from the book of Isaiah. 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

READER  The Word of the Lord. 
PEOPLE  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 96: 1-4, 11-12 Cantate Domino – Remain seated as the Choir sings.                             Anglican chant by David Hurd (b. 1950) 
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; * 

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 
2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 
4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;  

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before the LORD when he comes, * 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

 

THE EPISTLE: Titus 2:11-14 
READER  A reading from the letter of Paul to Titus. 
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present 
age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of 
our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for 
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

READER  The Word of the Lord. 
PEOPLE  Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN #109 “The first Nowell” – All stand and sing Stanzas 1, 2, and 6.                            The First Nowell 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                  
 

All remain standing for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 
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THE GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 
GOSPELER The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.   
PEOPLE  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration and 
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" When the angels had left them and gone 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

GOSPELER The Gospel of the Lord.   
PEOPLE  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

THE SERMON                                                              The Rev. Dr. James M. Pevehouse, Rector 
 

THE NICENE CREED – All stand and join in saying the Creed together.                                                    The Book of Common Prayer p. 358 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Form III – The people may stand or kneel.                          The Book of Common Prayer p. 387 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
 That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
 That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
 That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
 That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
 That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
 That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
 Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION             The Book of Common Prayer p. 360 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE                                             The Book of Common Prayer p. 360 
CELEBRANT The peace of the Lord be always with you.    
PEOPLE  And also with you. 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION  
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Sussex Carol”                    arr. for Choir and Organ by Philip Ledger (1937-2012) 

On Christmas night all Christians sing, 
To hear the news the angels bring, 
News of great joy, news of great mirth, 
News of our merciful King's birth. 

Then why should men on earth be so sad, 
Since our redeemer made us glad, 
When from our sin he set us free, 
All for to gain our liberty. 

When sin departs before his grace, 
Then life and health come in its place; 
Angels and men with joy may sing, 
All for to see the new-born King. 

All out of darkness we have light, 
Which made the angels sing this night: 
'Glory to God and peace to men, 
Now and for evermore. Amen.' 

 

PRESENTATION HYMN #115 “What child is this” – All stand and join in singing Stanza 1.                  Greensleeves 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B – All remain standing.                           The Book of Common Prayer p. 367  
CELEBRANT The Lord be with you. 
PEOPLE  And also with you. 
CELEBRANT Lift up your hearts. 
PEOPLE  We lift them to the Lord. 
CELEBRANT Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
PEOPLE  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
CELEBRANT  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the 
Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from 
the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:  

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD: Sanctus – All join in singing.                   Hymnal S 128 

 
 

Music: William Mathias (b. 1934); Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-729915. 
 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be 
your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into  righteousness, 
out of death into life.  
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he 
took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me." Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and people 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 

The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this 
wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with St. Mark and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
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By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. AMEN.   
 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

FRACTION ANTHEM: Agnus Dei – All join in singing.                   Hymnal S 165 

 

 

 
 

Music: William Mathias (1934-1992); Copyright © 1976 Oxford University Press. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-729915. 
 

CELEBRANT: The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 

The people may be seated. Please follow the directions of the ushers. 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  
Hymn 112 “In the bleak midwinter” 
Hymn 101  “Away in a manger” 
Hymn 94 “While shepherds watched their flocks by night” 
 

ANTHEM “Love came down at Christmas”                      John Rutter (b. 1944) 
Love came down at Christmas, 
Love all lovely, love divine; 
Love was born at Christmas, 
Star and angels gave the sign. 
 
Worship we the Godhead, 
Love incarnate, love divine; 
Worship we our Jesus: 
But wherewith for sacred sign? 
 
Love shall be our token, 
Love shall be yours and love be mine, 
Love to God and to all men, 
Love for plea and gift and sign.   – Christina Rossetti 

 
As communion concludes, the congregation will begin lighting candles and the lights are dimmed. 
 

SOLO “O Holy Night”           Adolphe Adam (1803-1856) 
Ali Corcoran, soprano 
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CONGREGATIONAL CAROL #111 “Silent night, holy night” – Either kneeling or sitting, all join in singing.                   Stille Nacht

 
 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER – Spoken by all, still kneeling.                 The Book of Common Prayer p. 365 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you 
have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permission to print and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-7299155. All rights reserved. 
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CLOSING HYMN #100 “Joy to the world” – All stand and join in singing.                     Antioch 

 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
DEACON  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
PEOPLE  Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE “Fantasia on In dulci jubilo”                                            J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 

MUSIC NOTES: Our beloved Aeolian-Skinner Pipe Organ (Opus 1391) is “away” undergoing a complete restoration. We are grateful to 
the parishioners, community members, and foundations who have come forward to graciously support our preservation of this historic 
instrument. Our project is now fully funded, thanks be to God. We anticipate the organ will be complete in time for Easter! 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK’S 
Thursday, December 25 
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service (Spoken) 
Parish Office Closed 
 

Friday, December 26 
Parish Office Closed 
 

Sunday, December 28 
8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist (Rite I) Spoken 
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Conversation: The Cloister 
10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist (Rite II) Carol Sing 
 

Monday, December 29 
12:00 p.m. AA 
 

Tuesday, December 30 
12:00 p.m. Healing Service 
 
Wednesday, December 31 
1:00 p.m. Parish Office Closes Early 
 
Thursday, January 1  
Parish Office Closed 
 
Friday, January 2 
Parish Office Closed 
 

 

 
CLERGY AND PROGRAM STAFF 
The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle, Bishop of Texas 
The Rev. Dr. James M. Pevehouse, Rector 
The Rev. Christopher Hilton, Curate 
The Rev. Keith Giblin, Priest Associate 
The Rev. Tracie Middleton, Deacon 
Jordan Williams, Organist-Choirmaster 
Genevieve Brassard, Assistant Director of Music 
Jerome Wells, Organist-Choirmaster Emeritus 
Lauren Johnsen, Director of Family Ministry 
Paula O’Neal, Director of Outreach 

 

UPCOMING 

 

 
 

Vestry 
Josh Allen, Senior Warden 
Ryan Schiesler, Junior Warden 
Jan Blessing, Treasurer 
James Black, Chancellor 
 

2026 2027 2028 
Josh Allen Gail Davis Bob Birdwell 
Rebecca Boone Floyd McSpadden Ali Corcoran 
Scootie Clark Pat Sherwood Josh Crawford 
Ryan Schiesler Ed Stedman Maris Mehaffy 
Becky Underhill Charles Teel Laurel Shrontz 

 

 

                      I’M NEW! 

 

           GIVE TO ST. MARK’S 

 
680 CALDER STREET • BEAUMONT, TEXAS 77701 • 409.832.3405 • WWW.STMARKSBEAUMONT.ORG 


