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Minutes
Environment, Land Use and Planning Committee

Monday 1st September 2025 @ 6pm
Zoom Meeting 
Present: 
Councillor S. Pritchard
Councillor H. Gronow

Councillor C. Thomas

Councillor S. Carter
Councillor A. Karadog

Councillor L. Davies
Councillor C. Morgan
Councillor C. Lisles

Councillor W. Rees

In attendance:
Tony Graham – Chief Executive/Town Clerk

Carol Hindley – Assistant Town Clerk 
Keryl Martin – Business Support Officer

1.
Apologies for Absence

Councillor A. Kabid.
2.
Declarations of Interest
Cllr Gronow declared a personal interest in item 4.3 as he has an allotment plot on Oaklands.
Cllr Pritchard declared a personal interest in item 4.3 as his wife has an allotment plot on Mordecai.

3.
Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015

The Chair reminded Members of their duty under the Act.

AGREED:
To note the duty imposed by the Act.
4.
Chief Executive’s Report
4.1    Berw Road Allotments Access - Update
The Chief Executive reminded members that he had previously been asked to contact RCT for an update regarding the restricted access to Berw Road Allotments. The Chief Executive informed members that unfortunately there had been no recent contact from RCT and Members were asked to advise how they would like the Chief Executive to proceed.
Members were all in agreement for the Chief Executive to continue to chase RCT for an update and Cllr Lisles suggested to include the local County Ward Councillor in emails.
AGREED:

The Chief Executive to chase this matter up with RCT expressing impatience with the progress on this and to include the leader of RCT, the deputy leader of RCT, the cabinet member for leisure and the County ward councillor in the email.
4.2

Berw Field – Report & Costs Update 
Members were provided with a copy of a report and schedule of costs that has been prepared by the Land Use Consultants and amended by the Chief Executive in respect of Berw Rd Field for their approval. The Chief Executive informed members that a site meeting has recently taken place with himself, local ward members and local residents where they were provided with an update on the progress. 
The Chief Executive reminded members that previously £7,500 was ring fenced from monies received from Dwr Cymru and an additional £2,500 was approved towards the works.

AGREED:

To note the report and recommend that the sum (with a 5-10% variation) is agreed by the Policy and Finance Committee at its next meeting.
4.3

Allotment Rents 2026/27

The Chief Executive reminded members that in September 2024 it was agreed to increase the allotment rents from £24 to £26 per year for a standard size plot for the current financial year.  The Chief Executive recommended that the rent for a normal size allotment plot be increased from £26 to £30 for the 2026-27 financial year. 
Members had a detailed discussion and were all in agreement that it was a fair increase.

AGREED:

Members confirmed that the allotment rents for a normal size allotment garden plot be increased from £26 to £30 per year.

4.4

Bus Shelters – Contractors Report

Members were reminded GW Shelters have been appointed to inspect the Town Council’s bus shelters annually and to clean the shelters twice a year. The Chief Executive advised that he has now received the first inspection report, and it is available if members require a copy. There were no major cleaning issues picked up in the inspection but a number of painting issues will need to be considered. 
AGREED:

To note the report.

4.5

Kingsland Allotments
The Chief Executive provided members with photos from Kingsland Allotments where a number of the plots have become overgown and disused. There is some significant remedial work required at this site to bring these plots back into use. A quote of £2,900 has been obtained for the work to be completed. There is sufficient money in the allotment budget for this work to be carried out which will free up 8-12 plots. 
AGREED:

To note the report and photos and members agreed that this work be carried out as soon as possible.

4.6

St Lukes/Hawthorn Memorial – Hedge Cutting

The Chief Executive informed members that Cllr Lisles has previously highlighted some concern over the height of the hedge at the war memorial at St Lukes Church, Hawthorn as the height has increased over recent years it has made it challenging for local commemoration events. Cllr Lisles has requested that the hedge is cut to a lower level which would make it more accessible for the public. 

Members had a discussion regarding the responsibility of maintaining the hedge and also the ownership of the war memorial. Members asked the Chief Executive to contact RCT with regards to ownership of the war memorial and for clarity on what the Town Council’s responsibilities are.

The Chair proposed that this year take the hedge down to the height shown in the 2009 street view photo which has been provided by Cllr Thomas. All members were in agreement of this.
Once the Chief Executive has a response from RCT, Councillors will make a decision on the Town Council’s responsibilities.
AGREED:

To note the report and for the hedge to be cut down to the height shown in the 2009 street view photo.

4.7

Glyn Taf Solar Farm
Members were informed that the DNS Application for Glyn Taf Solar Farm has now been accepted by the Welsh Government and will be considered by the appointed Inspector. 

Cllr Lisles forwarded two suggestions regarding the Road surface and Community Benefits.

The Chair proposed a motion that Cllr Lisles will work with the Chief Executive regarding the wording of the observations made by Cllr Lisles including adding passing places. The motion was seconded and carried unanimoulsy.

AGREED:

To note the report and that the Chief Executive and Cllr Lisles will work together to re-word Cllr Lisles observations and these will be sent to the Inspector.

The meeting closed at 7:34 pm. 
Signed:
________________________________


Councillor S. Pritchard – Chair
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